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E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , Ju n e  17, 1948.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Under legislation enacted yesterday, you have created 
a separate agency to control and operate state-owned 
airports. Such legislation was necessary to protect the 
very substantial investment of the Commonwealth in 
the Logan International Airport by providing a basis 
for sound-business management.

Traditionally and under the Constitution of this Com
monwealth, major appointments and major decisions af
fecting the property of the Commonwealth have always 
been subject to approval by the Governor and Council. 
In the new enterprise, which includes operating a major 
air terminal, it is to be recognized that reasonable free
dom of action in the hands of the management is de
sirable. But it is nevertheless important not to depart 
entirely from what has been a satisfactory and long- 
established procedure. As in private business, airport 
operation calls for a capable business manager, respon
sible to a board of directors: here, the State Airport 
Management Board. But the stockholders in this en
terprise who have invested more than $50,000,000 in 
Logan International Airport, are the people of this Com
monwealth. They should be entitled to exercise their 
customary right of review through the Governor and 
Council provided by their Constitution as a permanent 
governmental body and available at all times whether or 
not the General Court is in session. The existing law
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omits any provision for such a right of review of leases, 
contracts, or other action undertaken by the State Air
port Management Board.

1 recommend that Chapter 637 of the Acts of 1948 be 
amended by the adoption of the accompanying draft 
legislation. Such action, in my opinion, will afford a 
further protection to the Commonwealth’s investment 
in the Logan International Airport and a safeguard to 
continued development of all state-owned airports.

Respectfully yours,

ROBERT F. BRADFORD,
Governor of Massachusetts.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An  A ct r ela tiv e  to state-ow ned  a irpo rts  in  r espec t  
to t h e ir  m anagem ent , o pera tio n  and m a in ten a n c e .

1 Whereas, One of the principal purposes of this act
2 is to make its provisions operative not later than
3 August first, nineteen hundred and forty-eight, and
4 this purpose cannot be accomplished without making
5 this act an emergency law, therefore this act is hereby
6 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
7 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section  1. Section 59B of chapter 6 of the General
2 Laws, inserted by section 2 of chapter 637 of the acts
3 of the current year, is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end the following sentence: — His salary shall be
5 fixed by the board, with the approval of the governor
6 and council.

1 Section  2. Section 50F of chapter 90 of the Gen-
2 eral Laws, inserted by section 3 of said chapter 637,
3 is hereby amended by adding at the end the following
4 sentence: — No lease of land for any term, and no
5 contract, permit or lease of space in any building or
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6 structure owned by the commonwealth for a term in
7 excess of five years, shall be valid unless approved by
8 the governor and council.

1 Sectio n  3. Section 50H of said chapter 90, in-
2 serted by said section 3 of said chapter 637, is hereby
3 amended by adding at the end thereof the follow'ing
4 sentence: — No lease or conveyance of property under
5 this section shall be valid unless approved by the
6 governor and council.

1 Section  4. Section 4 of said chapter 637 is hereby
2 amended by adding at the end thereof the following
3 sentence: — Contracts involving the expenditure of
4 an amount in excess of ten thousand dollars for main-
5 tenance, repair, construction, replacement or improve-
6 ment of buildings, structures and other properties of
7 the commonwealth at state-owned airports shall not
8 be valid until approved by the governor and council.

1 Sectio n  5. This act shall take effect on the effec-
2 tive date of said chapter six hundred and thirty-seven.


