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To accompany the petition of Charles V. Hogan for legislation 
relative to the issuance to certain minors of licenses to carry certain 
weapons. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

Cöc Commontoealtö of egastfacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  Act relative to the issuance to certain minors 
of licenses to carry certain weapons.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first sentence of section 131 of
2 chapter 140 of the General Laws, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 302 of the acts of 1936, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out, in the ninth line,
5 the word “ fifteen” and inserting in place thereof the
6 word: —  eighteen, —  so that the first sentence will
7 read as follows: —  The justice of a court or a trial
8 justice, the board of police or mayor of a city, the
9 selectmen of a town or the commissioner of public

10 safety, or persons authorized by them, respectively,
11 may, upon the application of any person residing or
12 having a place of business within their respective
13 jurisdictions, except an alien, a person who has been
14 convicted of a felony or of the unlawful use or sale of
15 drugs or a minor other than one eighteen years of age
16 or over in the employ of a bank, public utility cor-
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17 poration or business of a similar nature whose applica-
18 lion is endorsed by his employer, issue a license to
19 such applicant to carry a pistol or revolver in the com-
20 monwealth or to possess therein a machine gun, if it
21 appears that he is a suitable person to be so licensed
22 and that he has good reason to fear an injury to his
23 person or property or for any other proper purpose,
24 and the carrying of a pistol or revolver for use for
25 target practice only shall be held to be a proper pur-
26 pose aforesaid.

1 Section 2. Chapter 131 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 section 7, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 599 of
4 the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following section: —
6 Section 7 . No sporting or hunting license shall be
7 granted to a minor under the age of eighteen. No
8 fishing or trapping license shall be granted to a minor
9 under the age of fifteen, nor, as a matter of right, shall

10 a sporting license be granted to a minor between the
11 ages of fifteen and eighteen, but the director or any
12 city or town clerk may issue a fishing or trapping
13 license to any minor between the ages of fifteen and
14 eighteen if such minor has been a resident of this
15 commonwealth for at least six months and is a citizen
16 of the United States, or a fishing license to a non-
17 resident minor between the ages of fifteen and eight-
18 een if such minor is a citizen of the United States.
19 Every application for a trapping license hereunder
20 from a minor under the age of eighteen shall be in
21 writing and shall be accompanied by the written con-
22 sent thereto of the parent or guardian, which shall be
23 preserved by the city or town clerk or by the director,
24 as the case may be.


