
SENATE No. 253
To accompany the petition of Charles J. Innes that provision be 

made for the appointment of a city manager of the city of Boston 
and relative to the manner of election of members of the city council. 
Cities.

Cl)t Commontoiealtb of ^asoaebusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act providing for the government of the city

OF BOSTON BY A CITY COUNCIL, INCLUDING A MAYOR 

ELECTED BY AND FROM ITS MEMBERS, AND A CITY 

MANAGER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be placed upon the official
2 ballot to be used at the biennial state election in the
3 city of Boston in the current year the following
4 questions: —
5 Question A. — “ Shall the direct election of the
6 mayor of the city of Boston by the people be abolished,
7 and the powers and duties of that office
8 transferred to a city manager, to be ap-
9 pointed by and removable at the pleasure

10 of the city council?”
11 (Mark a cross in one square only.)
12 If a majority of the votes cast on said question is
13 in the affirmative, then the plan receiving the greater
14 number of votes in answer to the following question

Y E S .
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15 (Question B) shall be the plan adopted for the election
16 of the city council and school committee of said city.
17 Question B. —  “ If, as a result of the vote on ques-
18 tion A, a council-manager form of government is to be
19 established for the city of Boston whereby a city
20 manager is to be appointed by and removable at the
21 pleasure of the city council, which of the following
22 plans do you prefer for the election of the council
23 and the school committee? ”
24 (Vote for one of these plans, but not for both, by
25 making a cross in the square opposite the plan you
26 prefer, regardless of how you answered Question (A).)
27 Plan No. One. — A city council of nine members
28 and a school committee of five members, elected at
29 large at the same election for two-year terms by the
30 method of election known as “ proportional repre-
31 sentation,” with each voter indicating his choices in
32 the order of his preference by the use of ------------
33 the numbers 1, 2, 3, etc., instead of crosses
34 upon his ballot. -------------
35 Plan No. Two. — A city council of nine members
36 elected at large at the same election for two-year
37 terms, the nine candidates having the highest num-
38 ber of votes to be elected, with each voter having the
39 right to vote for five, and a school committee of
40 five members elected at large at the same election
41 for two-year terms, the five candidates having the
42 highest number of votes to be elected, ------------
43 with each voter having the right to vote
44 for three. -------------

1 Section 2. Subject to the conditions of section
2 one, if the greater number of the votes cast as pro-
3 vided in said section relative to the election of the
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4 city council and the school committee is in favor of
5 Plan No. One, sections four, five, seven, eight and
6 ten of this act, respectively, shall thereupon take full
7 effect, but not otherwise, and sections three, six and
8 nine, respectively, of this act shall be inoperative.
9 If the greater number of such votes is in favor of

10 Plan No. Two, sections three, five, six, eight and
11 nine of this act, respectively, shall thereupon take
12 full effect, but not otherwise, and sections four, seven
13 and ten of this act, respectively, shall be inoperative.

1 Section 3. Chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 48, as most
3 recently amended by section 14 of chapter 479 of the
4 acts of 1924, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing section: —
6 Section 48. Beginning with the biennial municipal
7 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine,
8 there shall be elected at large at each biennial mu-
9 nicipal election nine members of the city council,

10 each for a term of two years from the first Monday
11 in January following his election and until his succes-
12 sor is qualified. At each such election, each voter
13 shall be entitled to vote for not more than five candi-
14 dates for said office. The ballots used in such elec-
15 tions shall be printed in as many lots as there are
16 voting precincts within the city; in the first lot, the
17 names of the candidates shall appear in the alpha-
18 betical order of their surnames; in the second lot, the
19 names shall appear in the same order except that the
20 first name in the first lot shall be placed last; in each
21 succeeding lot the order shall be the same as that of
22 the lot preceding, except that the first names in that
23 preceding lot shall be placed last. The first such lot
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24 shall be used in the voting at precinct one of ward
25 one, the second such lot at precinct two of ward one,
26 and the other lots at the other voting precincts
27 throughout the city in the numerical order of precincts
28 within wards.

1 Section 4. Chapter 486 of the acts of 1909 is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 48, as most
3 recently amended by section 14 of chapter 479 of the
4 acts of 1924, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
5 lowing section: —
6 Section J+8. Beginning with the biennial municipal
7 election in the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine,
8 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
9 pal election nine members of the city council, each

10 for a term of two years from the first Monday in
11 January following his election and until his successor
12 is qualified. Such election shall be conducted in ac-
13 cordance with the provisions of chapter fifty-four A
14 of the General Laws relative to election by propor-
15 tional representation, in so far as the same may be
16 applicable.

1 Section 5. Section 49 of said chapter 486, as most
2 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 348 of the
3 acts of 1930, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out, in line 2, the word “ two” and inserting in place
5 thereof the word: — six, — so as to read as fol-
6 lows: — Section 49. Each member of the city council
7 shall be paid an annual salary of six thousand dol-
8 lars; and no other sum shall be paid from the city
9 treasury for or on account of any personal expenses

10 directly or indirectly incurred by or in behalf of any
11 member of said council.
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1 Section 6. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 50, as most recently
3 amended by section 15 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
6 Section 50. The city council shall be the judge of
7 the election and qualifications of its members; shall
8 elect from its members by a vote of a majority of all
9 the members a president who when present shall pre-

10 side at the meetings thereof; and shall from time to
11 time establish rules for its proceedings. The member
12 eldest in years shall preside until the president is
13 chosen, and in case of the absence of the president,
14 until a presiding officer is chosen. When a vacancy
15 occurs in the office of any member the person who re-
16 ceived the highest vote of the defeated candidates at
17 the last previous election, shall, if alive, be declared
18 elected for the purpose of filling such vacancy for the
19 unexpired term. No member of the city council shall,
20 while serving therein, hold any other offices the salary
21 of which is payable by the city or by the county of
22 Suffolk, or by the commonwealth.

1 Section 7. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 50, as most recently
3 amended by section 15 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
6 Section 50. The city council shall be the judge of
7 the election and qualifications of its members; shall,
8 except as otherwise provided herein, elect from its
9 members by a vote of a majority of all the members a

10 president who when present shall preside at the meet-
11 ings thereof; and shall from time to time establish
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12 rules for its proceedings. The member eldest in years,
13 except as otherwise provided herein, shall preside
14 until the president is chosen, and in case of the absence
15 of the president, until a presiding officer is chosen. If
16 a vacancy occurs it shall be filled as provided in sec-
17 t'on thirteen of chapter fifty-four A of the General
18 Laws. The council shall not elect a president unless
19 nine members thereof have been elected and qualified.
20 In the event that all the members of the city council
21 are not elected and qualified on the first Monday in
22 January following said election, the city clerk shall
23 preside over said council until it elects a president.
24 The terms of office of all the members of the city
25 council elected under existing law shall terminate upon
26 the election and qualification of all their successors.
27 No member of the city council shall, while serving
28 therein, hold any other offices the salary of which is
29 payable by the city or by the county of Suffolk, or by
30 the commonwealth; provided, that any person hold-
31 ing elective office prior to July seventh, nineteen hun-
32 died and forty-seven shall hold such office until the
33 end of his term.

1 Section 8. Section 53 of said chapter 486, as most
2 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 472 of the
3 acts of 1941, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out the first paragraph and inserting in place thereof
5 the following paragraph: —
6 Any registered voter who is qualified to vote for a
7 candidate for any municipal elective office in such city
8 may be a candidate for nomination thereto, and his
9 name as such candidate shall be printed on the

10 official ballot to be used at the municipal election;
11 provided, that at or before five o ’clock p .m . of the
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12 eighth Tuesday prior to such election nomination
13 papers prepared and issued by the election commis-
14 sioners, signed in person for the nomination for mayor
15 by at least three thousand registered voters in said city
16 qualified to vote for such candidate at said election,
17 signed in person for the nomination for school com-
18 mittee by at least two thousand registered voters in
19 said city qualified to vote for such candidate at said
20 election and signed in person for the nomination for
21 city councillor by at least two thousand registered
22 voters in said city, qualified to vote for such candidate
23 at said election, shall be filed with said election com-
24 missioners and the signatures on the same to the num-
25 ber required to make the nomination subsequently
26 certified by the election commissioners as hereinafter
27 provided. No person shall sign the nomination papers
28 for more than one candidate for the city council nor
29 more than one candidate for the school committee.
30 Said nomination papers shall be in substantially the
31 following form: —

1 Section 9. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 33, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section : -
6 Section 83. The fiscal year in said city shall begin
7 on January first and shall end on December thirty-
8 first next following; and the municipal year shall
9 begin on the first Monday in January and shall con-

10 tinue until the first Monday of the January next fol-
11 lowing. Beginning with the biennial municipal elec-
12 tion in the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine,
13 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
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14 pal election five members of the school committee,
15 each for a term of two years from the first Monday in
16 January following his election and until his successor
17 is qualified. The members of the school committee
18 shall meet and organize on the first Monday of
19 January following their election. At each such elec-
20 tion, each voter shall be entitled to vote for not more
21 than three candidates for said office. The ballots used
22 in such elections shall be printed in as many lots as
23 there are voting precincts within the city; in the first
24 lot, the names of the candidates shall appear in the
25 alphabetical order of their surnames; in the second lot,
26 the names shall appear in the same order except that
27 the first name in the first lot shall be placed last; in
28 each succeeding lot the order shall be the same as that
29 of the lot preceding, except that the first name in that
30 preceding lot shall be placed last. The first such lot
31 shall be used in the voting at precinct one of ward one,
32 the second such lot at precinct two of ward one, and
33 the other lots at the other voting precincts through-
34 out the city in the numerical order of precincts within
35 wards.
36 When a vacancy occurs in said committee the per-
37 son who received the highest vote of the defeated
38 candidates at the last previous election shall, if alive,
39 be declared elected for the unexpired term.

1 Section 10. Said chapter 486 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 33, as most recently
3 amended by section 5 of chapter 479 of the acts of
4 1924, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 section: —
6 Section 33. The fiscal year in said city shall begin
7 on January first and shall end on December thirty-
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8 first next following; and the municipal year shall
9 begin on the first Monday in January and shall con-

10 tinue until the first Monday of the January next fol-
11 lowing. Beginning with the biennial municipal elec-
12 tion in the year nineteen hundred and forty-nine,
13 there shall be elected at large at each biennial munici-
14 pal election five members of the school committee,
15 each for a-term of two years from the first Monday in
16 January following his election and until his successor 
1 i is qualified. 1 he members of the school committee
18 shall meet and organize on the'first Monday of January
19 following their election. Such election shall be con-
20 ducted in accordance with the provisions of chapter
21 fifty-four A of the General Laws relative to election
22 by proportional representation, in so far as the same
23 may be applicable. If a vacancy occurs in said com-
24 rmttee it shall be filled as provided in section thirteen
25 of said chapter fifty-four A. The terms of office of
26 all the members of the school committee elected under 
26 existing law shall terminate on the election and
28 qualification of their successors pursuant to this
29 section.

1 Section 11. The city council shall me at ten
2 o ’clock in the forenoon of the first Monday of January
3 following the biennial municipal election, and the
4 members of the city council shall severally make 
0 09-th, before the city clerk or a justice of the peace,
6 to perform faithfully the duties of their respective
7 offices, except that any member-elect not present
8 shall so make oath at the first regular meeting of the
9 city council thereafter which he attends. For the

10 purposes of organization, the city clerk shall be
11 temporary chairman until the mayor or vice-chairman
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12 has qualified. The city council shall, by a majority
13 vote of all the members elected, elect a mayor and a
14 vice-chairman from its own members and the persons
15 elected as such shall likewise make oath to perform
16 faithfully the duties of the respective offices to which
17 they are so elected, and they may so make oath at
18 the same meeting at which they are so elected. The
19 organization of the city council shall take place as
20 aforesaid, notwithstanding the absence, death, refusal
21 to serve or non-election of one or more of the members;
22 provided, that a majority of all the members elected
23 to the city council are present and have qualified.
24 The mayor and vice-chairman shall hold office until
25 the end of the term for which they were elected mem-
26 bers of the council. If the office of mayor or vice-
27 chairman becomes vacant, the city council shall in
28 like manner elect one of its members to fill such office
29 for the unexpired term; provided, that no such va-
30 cancy shall be filled so long as there is any vacancy
31 in the council.

1 Section 12. The city council shall, by majority
2 vote of all the members elected, appoint a city manager
3 who shall be the chief administrative officer of the city
4 and who shall be responsible for the administration of
5 all departments, commissions, boards and offices of
6 the city, whether established before the time this act
7 becomes fully effective or thereafter, except as pro-
8 vided in section sixteen hereof. He shall be a citizen
9 of the United States and shall be appointed on the

10 basis of his administrative and executive qualifications
11 only, and need not be a resident of the city or com-
12 monwealth when appointed, but during his tenure of
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13 office he shall reside within the city. He shall hold
14 office during the pleasure of the city council and shall
15 receive such compensation as it shall fix by ordinance,
16 but not exceeding twenty-five thousand dollars an-
17 nually. No member of the city council shall during
18 his term of office be chosen as city manager, and no
19 person who has within two years been elected to or
20 served in any elective office in the city or in the county
21 of Suffolk or in the commonwealth shall be chosen as
22 city manager.
23 Before the city manager may be removed, he shall
24 be given, if he so requests, a written statement of the
25 reasons alleged for his removal and shall have the
26 right to be represented by counsel and to be heard
27 publicly thereon at a meeting of the city council prior
28 to the final vote on the question of his removal and
29 not less than one week nor more than two weeks
30 after such written statement is given him. Pending
31 such hearing the city council may suspend him from
32 office. The action of the city council in suspending or
33 removing the city manager by majority vote of all
34 the members elected, shall be final, it being the in-
35 tention of this provision to vest all authority and fix
36 all responsibility for such suspension or removal in
37 the city council. In case of the absence, disability or
38 suspension of the city manager, the city council shall
39 designate the head of some department to perform
40 the duties of city manage]' during such absence, dis-
41 ability or suspension, in matters not admitting of
42 delay, and, whenever the office of city manager is
43 vacant or becomes vacant by his resignation, removal,
44 or death, the city council shall designate the head of
45 some department to serve as acting city manager until
46 a new city manager is appointed.
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1 Section 13. Except as otherwise provided in this
2 act the organization, powers and duties of all depart-
3 ments, boards, commissions and offices of the city
4 shall remain as constituted at the time when this act
5 becomes fully effective; but the city council shall have
6 the same powers heretofore vested in the city council
7 and in the mayor at any time to reorganize, consolidate
8 or abolish, in whole or in part, by ordinance any such
9 agency or agencies whether created on or before or

10 subsequent to the time when this act becomes fully
11 effective; in conjunction therewith to transfer the
12 duties, powers and appropriations of one agency to
13 another in whole or in part; to establish new agencies;
14 and to increase, reduce, establish or abolish salaries of
15 heads, members or officers of such agencies. Such an
16 ordinance may provide that all of the employees of
17 any agency or division thereof thereby abolished who
18 are subject to civil service shall be reappointed to
19 similar positions ivith similar status in any new
20 agency or division thereof therebj  ̂ established or in
21 any other agency or division thereof, without civil
22 service examination or registration and that such em-
23 ployees shall, upon reappointment as may be provided
24 in such ordinance, retain all rights to retirement with
25 pension that shall have accrued or would thereafter
26 accrue to them., and that their services shall be deemed
27 to have been continuous, to the same extent as if such
28 abolition had not taken place. Nothing in this act
29 shall authorize the abolition or the taking away of any
30 of the powers or duties as established by law of the
31 city clerk and city auditor, the election department,
32 the Boston retirement board, the school committee,
33 the department of school buildings, or any agency
34 which remains unaffected by this act. The city
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35 council, in reorganizing, consolidating, abolishing,
36 transferring and establishing such agencies and in
37 allocating functions to them may seek the advice and
38 counsel of the city manager, who shall make such
39 survey as may be authorized by the council and report
40 his findings and recommendations thereto.

1 Section 14. In the government of the city of
2 Boston, all appropriations, other than for school
3 purposes, shall be made by the city council, except
4 that the city council may, on request of the school
5 committee, pass appropriations for school purposes,
6 to the extent that such appropriations for school
7 puiposes exceed any tax limits or appropriation
8 limitations imposed by law. The city manager shall,
9 not later than the first Monday in February of each

10 year, submit to the city council the annual budget
11 of the current expenses of the city and county for the
12 current fiscal year, and may recommend and submit
13 thereafter such supplementary appropriation orders
14 as he may deem necessary. The city council may
15 reduce or reject any item, but, except upon the rec-
16 ommendation of the city manager, shall not increase
17 any item in nor the total of, a budget, nor add any
18 item thereto, nor shall it originate a budget. Not later
19 than the first Monday in April the city council shall
20 take definite action on the annual budget by adopting,
21 reducing or rejecting it, and in the event of its failure
22 so to do the items and the appropriation orders in the
23 budget as recommended by the city manager shall be
24 in effect as if formally adopted by the city council. It
25 shall be the duty of the city and county officials,
26 when requested by the city manager, to submit forth-
27 with m such detail and in such form as he may require
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28 estimates for the next fiscal year of the expenditures
29 of the department or office under their charge, which
30 estimates shall be transmitted to the city council.
31 After an appropriation of money has been duly
32 made by the city of Boston for any specific purpose,
33 or for the needs and expenditures of any city depart-
34 ment or county office, no transfer of any part of the
35 money thus appropriated shall be made except in ac-
36 cordance with and after the written recommendation
37 of the city manager to the city council, approved by a
38 yea and nay vote of two thirds of all the members of
39 the city council; provided, that the city auditor, with
40 the approval in each instance of the city manager,
41 may make transfers, other than for personal service,
42 from any item to any other item within the appropria-
43 tions for a department, division of a department or
44 county office. After December twentieth in each year
45 the city auditor may, with the approval of the city
46 manager, apply any income and taxes not disposed of
47 and make transfers from any appropriation to any
48 other appropriation for the purpose only of closing the
49 accounts of the fiscal year.
50 The fiscal year in the city shall begin on January
51 first and end on December thirty-first next following;
52 and the municipal year shall begin on the first Monday
53 in January and shall continue until the first Monday
54 of the January next following.

1 Section 15. The mayor shall be recognized as the
2 official head of the city for all ceremonial purposes
3 and shall be recognized by the courts for the purpose
4 of serving civil process and by the governor or the
5 commander-in-chief of the militia for military pur-
6 poses. In case of a tumult, riot, mob or a body of
7 persons acting together by force to violate or resist
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8 the laws of the commonwealth or in case of public
9 catastrophe, all as defined in sections eighteen and

10 nineteen of chapter thirty-three of the General Laws,
11 he shall have all the authority, powers and duties con-
12 ferred upon mayors by said chapter, and further may
13 assume control for the time being of the police of the
14 city pursuant to section six of chapter three hundred
15 and twenty-three of the acts of eighteen hundred and
16 eighty-five. He shall be chairman of the city council.
17 He shall have no power to veto but shall have the
18 same powers as any other member of such body to
19 vote upon all measures coming before it. He shall
20 perform such other duties consistent with his office
21 and with this act, as may be imposed upon him by the
22 city council. During the absence or disability of the
23 mayor, or during the time such office is vacant, his
24 duties shall be performed by the vice-chairman. In
25 case, at any time, there shall be neither a mayor nor
26 a vice-chairman, the member of the council senior in
27 length of service, or, if more than one have so served,
28 then the member senior both in age and length of
29 service shall perform the duties of mayor until a new
30 mayor has qualified. The mayor shall have no power
31 of appointment, except of his secretaries and of the
32 stenographers, clerks, telephone operators and mes-
33 sengers connected with his office and except as pro-
34 vided in sections twenty and fourteen hereof. The
35 mayor may designate one clerical assistant, for whose
36 acts he shall be responsible, to sign his name in ap-
37 proval of all vouchers requiring his signature of less
38 than five hundred dollars each.

1 Section 16. The mayor shall have the same func-
2 tions, duties and powers heretofore had and exercised
3 by the mayor with respect to the Metropolitan
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4 Transit Council, the Trustees of the Boston Metro-
5 politan District, the Franklin Foundation, the Old
6 South Association in Boston, the Collateral Loan
7 Company, the Workingmen’s Loan Association, the
8 retirement board, the art department, the board of
9 appeal, the board of zoning adjustment, and any

10 existing joint special bridge commission. The mayor
11 shall have the same functions, duties and powers
12 heretofore had and exercised by the mayor, and the
13 vice-chairman of the city council shall have the same
14 functions, duties and powers heretofore had and exer-
15 cised by the president of the city council, with respect
16 to the George Robert White fund. Nothing in this
17 act shall affect or alter the method of establishing or
18 appointing or alter the status, duties and powers of
19 the city clerk, the Suffolk county courthouse com-
20 missioners, the Boston retirement board, the finance
21 commission, the police commissioner and police de-
22 partment, and the offices thereof, and the licensing
23 board. The city manager shall have the same re-
24 sponsibilities and the same functions, duties and
25 powers, other than legislative, heretofore had and
26 exercised by the mayor or by the city council with
27 respect to all departments, commissions, boards and
28 offices of the city and their members, severally or
29 collectively, except such as are expressly by this act
30 conferred upon the school committee, or are reserved
31 or granted to others either by this act or by existing
32 corporate charters:
33 Constables shall be appointed by the city manager,
34 and removed by him for gross misconduct, and shall
35 be appointed upon application and investigation
36 made in accordance with section ninety-one B of
37 chapter forty-one of the General Laws, and shall
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38 have within the city powers, duties and obligations
39 equivalent to those of constables as provided in
40 sections ninety-two, ninety-three, ninety-four and
41 ninety-five of said chapter forty-one.

1 Section 17. Such officers and employees as the
2 city council, with the advice of the city manager,
3 shall determine are necessary for the proper admin-
4 istration of the departments, commissions, boards and
5 offices of the city for whose administration the city
6 manager is responsible shall be appointed, and may
7 at any time be removed, by the city manager. The
8 city manager shall report every appointment and re-
9 moval made by him to the city council at the next

10 meeting thereof following such appointment or re-
11 moval. The city manager may authorize the head of
12 a department, commission or board, or the holder of
13 an office, for whose administration he is responsible,
14 to appoint and remove subordinates in such depart-
15 ment, commission, board or office, except as such
16 power is reserved or granted to others by law or by
17 existing corporate charters.
18 All appointments to city departments, boards, com-
19 missions and offices shall be for indefinite tenure, or
20 for fixed terms, or on a bi-partisan basis, or as repre-
21 sentatives or nominees of organizations specified by
22 statute, as provided by existing law. All appoint-
23 ments and removals, if subject to civil service require-
24 ments, shall be made in accordance therewith, and all
25 other appointments shall be on the basis of executive
26 and administrative ability and training and experi-
27 ence in the work to be performed.
28 The civil service laws shall not apply to the appoint-
29 ment of the city manager’s secretaries and of one as-
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30 sistant, and the city manager may remove such ap-
31 pointées without a hearing and without making a
32 statement of the cause for their removal. The city
33 manager may designate one clerical assistant for
34 whose acts he shall be responsible, to sign his name
35 in approval of all vouchers requiring his signature of
36 less than five hundred dollars each.

1 Section 18. Except as otherwise provided in this
2 act, it shall be the duty of the city manager to super-
3 vise the administration of the affairs of the city; to
4 make such recommendations to the city council con-
5 cerning the affairs of the city as may to him seem
6 desirable; to make reports to the city council from
7 time to time upon the affairs of the city; to keep the
8 city council fully advised of the city’s financial con-
9 dition and its future needs; to prepare and submit

10 to the city council budgets as required by section
11 fourteen, and to perform such other duties as may be
12 prescribed by this act or be required of him by ordi-
13 nance or resolution of the city council. He shall
14 make all appointments and removals in the depart-
15 ments, commissions, boards and offices of the city
16 for whose administration he is responsible, subject
17 to the provisions of section seventeen.

1 Section 19. The city council may at any time
2 request from the city manager specific information
3 on any matter within its jurisdiction and may require
4 the city manager to be present at any meeting to
5 answer questions relating thereto, and if the city
6 council shall so require, the head of a department or a
7 member of a board shall personally attend such
8 meeting and answer such questions. The city man-
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9 ager may attend and address the city council in
10 person or through the head of a department, or a
11 member of a board, upon any subject.

1 Section 20. Officers and employees of the city
2 appointed by, or under the authority of, the city
3 manager shall perform the duties required of them by
4 the city manager, under general regulations of the
5 city council. Any violation of this section shall con-
6 stitute sufficient grounds for removal of any such
7 officer or employee.

1 Section 21. Neither the city council nor any of
2 its committees or members shall direct or request the
3 appointment of any person to, or his removal from,
4 office by the city manager or any of his subordinates,
5 or in any manner take part in the appointment or
6 removal of officers and employees in that portion of
7 the service of said city for whose administration the
8 city manager is responsible. Except for the purpose
9 of inquiry, the city council and its members shall deal

10 with that portion of the service of the city as afore-
11 said solely through the city manager, and neither the
12 city council nor any member thereof shall give orders
13 to any subordinate of the city manager either pub-
14 licly or privately. Any member of the city council
15 who violates or participates in the violation of, any
16 provision of this section shall be punished by a fine
17 of not more than five hundred dollars or by imprison-
18 ment for not more than six months, or both, and
19 upon final conviction thereof his office in the city
20 council shall thereby be vacated and he shall never
21 again be eligible for any office or position, elective or
22 otherwise, in the service of the city.
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1 Section 22. So much of any existing law as may be
2 inconsistent with the foregoing provisions of this act
3 is hereby repealed.

1 Section 23. This act shall take effect upon its
2 passage.


