
SENATE No. 345

Cöe Commontoealtlj of spassadbusetts

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVA
TION UNDER CHAPTER 39, AS APPROVED 
MAY 24, 1947, ON THE GREYLOCIv STATE 
RESERVATION.

To the Honorable Members of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
in General Court Assembled.

The Department of Conservation as directed by chap
ter 39, approved May 24, 1947, entitled, “ Resolve pro
viding for a study by the Department of Conservation 
under the direction of the Attorney General of the titles 
to the several parcels of land comprising the Greylock 
State Reservation” , has made an examination of a part 
of the sixty-four reported deeds or takings, beginning 
with December 8, 1899 and ending September 17, 1931, 
of properties which make up the Greylock State Reserva
tion situated in the towns of Williamstown, New Ashford, 
Cheshire, Adams and North Adams in the Greylock 
mountain range.

There has been an examination of the early act entitled, 
“ Chapter 166 of the year 1885 incorporating The Grey
lock Park Association” ; a further examination of chap
ter 407 of the Acts of 1893 establishing a metropolitan 
park commission; and a further act, chapter 543 of the 
Acts of 1898, establishing the Greylock State Reserva
tion in the county of Berkshire.

The Reservation had its original grant of 400 acres by 
warranty deed from the Greylock Park Association to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts on November 4, 1899.
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The Grevlock Park Association acquired this by a taking 
on October 22, 1885, and from a deed from George B. 
Perry of September 28, 1888, and also a quitclaim deed 
from the Park Association on the fourth flay of Novem
ber, 1899, covering the rights of way therein.

The grant by the Greylock Park Association to the 
Commonwealth of the original 400 acres of this Reserva
tion was under section 1 of chapter 166 of the Acts of 1885 
“ for the purpose of laying out a Public Park upon Grey
lock mountain in the towns of Adams, North Adams 
and Williamstown, and such public roads as may be 
necessary to obtain access to the same” . Section 2 of 
this act provides, “ said corporation for the purposes 
aforesaid may take by purchase or otherwise and hold 
lands within the limits of the towns of Adams, North 
Adams and Williamstown, or either of said towns, not 
exceeding 600 acres in aggregate, and also all lands, rights 
of way and easements for obtaining access to the same” . 
Section 3 of the act provides further that within sixty days 
of the taking there shall be filed and recorded an accurate 
description for identification of the properties, and sec
tion 4 provides for the recovery of damages for <u.eh 
takings in the event the damages are not liquidated by 
agreement.

The acquisition by the Greylock Park Association was 
a taking for “ public park purposes” only. It is there
fore possible that during the ownership and control of 
the said land by the said Association, the specific pur
poses upon which the taking was made prohibited the 
land from being used for hunting and fishing. It seems 
unnecessary to determine whether such a prohibition was 
actually imposed on the said Association since it acquired 
the land under the Act of 1885 through the power of 
eminent domain. However, the examination of the law 
and the acts of governmental authority should be made 
further before a final determination of the question 
whether or not property taken for public use may after
wards be taken for an entirely different public use is 
applicable in this case.
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The history of the Greylock Reservation contains 
among other things the facts that from the beginning it 
has in its entirety been posted against hunting, fishing 
or any encroachment in the form of destruction of the 
natural flora and fauna. The history further contains 
the fact that it has been understood and believed by the 
members of the Commission that the entire Reservation, 
inclusive of after-acquired property, was to be preserved 
in its natural state without encroachment by removing 
any of the plant life or animal life thereon.

To date, because of the extensive records due to the 
period of time covered by the Association and the Reser
vation Commission, an intelligent examination has not 
been possible. The complete title examination has not 
been possible to date, and it is respectfully requested 
that further time be granted to the Department for 
further and more complete examination and for such 
further authorization of expenditure as to the General 
Court may seem expedient.

Respectfully submitted,

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION OF THE 
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS.

A. K. Sloper,
Commissioner.
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