
SENATE No. 362

To accompany the petition of John B. Atkinson, J. Henry Smith 
and Burton F. Faulkner for legislation relative to a forty hour work 
week for employees of certain cities and towns. Public Service.

Cöe Commontoealtö of ^assacöusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

A n  A c t  i n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  a n  a c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  a  f o r t y

HOUR WORK WEEK FOR EMPLOYEES OF CERTAIN CITIES 

AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 149 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting in section 33A therein, added to said
3 chapter 149 by chapter 649 of the acts of 1947, after
4 the words “ direct or control such employees” the
5 words: — subject, however, to approval of the mayor,
6 or, in cities governed by Plan D or Plan E charter,
7 so called, of the city manager, and the decision of
8 such officer or other person when thus approved
9 shall be conclusive, - -  so that section 33A reads as

10 follows:
11 Except as otherwise provided in this section and
12 notwithstanding any other provision of general or
13 special law, the service of all persons employed by
14 every city in which this section is accepted by the
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15 mayor and city council, and in cities having a Plan E
16 charter, by the affirmative vote of two thirds of all
17 the members of the city council and in every town in
18 which it is accepted by vote of the town at an annual
19 town meeting, shall be restricted to forty hours in
20 any one week; provided, that, in cases of unusual
21 emergency, service in excess of such forty hours may
22 be authorized by an officer of such city or town or by
23 any other person whose duty it is to employ, direct
24 or control such employees, subject, however, to ap-
25 proval of the mayor, or, in cities governed by Plan D
26 or Plan E charter, so called, of the city manager, and
27 the decision of such officer or other person when thus
28 approved shall be conclusive, and such additional
29 service shall be compensated for as overtime. This
30 section shall not apply to policemen, firemen, school
31 teachers, incumbents of offices specifically established
32 by or under the authority of any general law or
33 special act, or such other classes or groups of em-
34 ployees as from time to time may be specifically
35 exempted therefrom in the manner provided for the
36 acceptance of this section. The compensation pay-
37 able to any employee shall not be reduced by reason
38 of acceptance of this section.


