
SENATE 500

To accompany the petition of Arthur N. Harriman, mayor of New
Bedford, for legislation to temporarily relax the terms of ordinances
or by-laws restricting the use and occupation of two and one half story
houses, so called. Mercantile Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act temporarily relaxing the terms of ordi-

nances OR by-laws restricting the use and occu-
pation OF TWO AND ONE HALF STORY HOUSES, SO

CALLED.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act will
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which in part provides for
3 a temporary relaxation of certain ordinances and by-
-4 laws relating to housing, therefore it is hereby declared
5 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section lof chapter 561 of the acts of 1946 is
2 hereby amended by striking out, in line 19, the word
3 “two” and inserting in place thereof the word: - four,
4 —so as to read as follows: Section 1. Any board
5 of appeals established under the provisions of section
6 thirty of chapter forty of the General Laws, after a
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7 hearing held in accordance with its rules and with the
8 provisions of said section thirty, in so far as the same
9 may be applicable, and by the concurring vote of all

10 of its members, may authorize a variance or exception
11 from the terms of an ordinance or by-law adopted
12 under sections twenty-five to thirty, inclusive, of said
13 chapter forty, to permit the use and occupation as a
14 dwelling, by not more than three families, of any two
15 and one half story house, so called; and any such vari-
-16 ance or exception may be made conditional upon the
17 making of any alterations or structural changes in such
18 a house that, in the opinion of the board, may be neces-
-19 sary for the protection of the health, safety or con-
-20 venience of the occupants of the same or of the owners
21 or occupants of any property deemed by the board to
22 be affected by its action; provided, that no such
23 variance or exception shall be so authorized after the
24 expiration of four years from the passage hereof, nor
25 unless such board of appeals finds that the same will
20 not be a substantial detriment to the public good and
27 will not substantially damage any neighboring
28 property.


