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April 30, 1948.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
The number and the complexity of the matters before

this Commission for consideration has been so great that
it is impossible for us at this time to report fully and
completely on them and at the same time provide sound
drafts for legislation to put into effect any recommenda-
tions relative thereto which we might make. We do,
however, at this time find it necessary to make several
important recommendations upon which the Legislature
should act favorably during the current session.

In the session of 1943, in consequence of the belief that
an improperly maintained revolving door contributed
greatly to the number of lives lost in the Cocoanut Grove
disaster in November of 1942, the Legislature prohibited
the installation, maintenance and use of revolving doors
as a means of egress from a place of assembly. This pro-
hibition was to become effective on July 1, 1945, it being
recognized that full compliance would be impossible prior
to that time because of the shortages of materials and the
systems of priorities then in effect. Subsequent to its
formation, this Commission realized that to keep July 1,
1945, as the effective date would cause undue hardship
because of the continuing existence of the very condi-
tions that prompted the Legislature to originally post-
pone the effective date for two years. Having this in
mind, this Commission recommended that the effective
date be further postponed to July 1, 1946, and this
recommendation was adopted by the Legislature.

SIXTH REPORT OF THE RECESS COMMISSION
ON SAFETY OF PERSONS IN BUILDINGS.
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In our further studies it was apparent that the aboli-
tion of the use of revolving doors would be unreasonable.
The Commission, therefore, recommended that such doors
be permitted under certain conditions, subject in great
degree to the discretion of an inspector. Legislation to
this effect was enacted in 1946, but difficulties arose
thereunder due to the fact that the inspectors were re-
luctant to use their discretion. It therefore was found
necessary in 1947 to further amend the law in order to
overcome these difficulties; but the difficulties seemed
to persist.

As a result of nearly five years of study of the problem
of the installation, maintenance and use of revolving
doors, your Commission is convinced that further change
should be made in the law, and that the law should be
restrictive only in cases where such doors are used as exits
or means of egress from places of assembly. We there-
fore recommend the enactment of legislation entitled
“An Act relative to the Installation, Maintenance or
Use of Revolving Doors as Exits or Means of Egress from
Places of Assembly” (Appendix A), and legislation en-
titled “An Act relative to the Maintenance of Certain
Revolving Doors” (Appendix B), this latter referring to
revolving doors used as exits or means of egress from
places other than places of assembly. It is our belief
that the enactment of these two proposals will provide
an equitable solution of the problem of the use of re-
volving doors, wTiile at the same time keeping paramount
in the minds of the enforcing officials the necessity for
safety.

During that same 1943 session, and as a result of the
same Cocoanut Grove disaster, the Legislature provided
that no door or window which is used as an exit or means
of egress from a place of assembly or from any building
subject to sections 15, 21 or 28 of chapter 143 of the
General Laws should be so equipped as to be locked,
bolted or fastened so that it could not be opened from
the inside by turning the ordinary doorknob, or by
pressure on such door or window or upon a panic-release
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device, so called. The prohibition set up in this statute
has worked tremendous hardships and has caused con-
siderable loss in personal property to those who occupy
such buildings, due to the fact that such doors could not
be positively locked, bolted or fastened at any time. We
have reached the conclusion that to keep the law as it is
would be grossly unreasonable and unfair. We believe
that the more sensible approach to the question, always
having in mind the safety of the persons who have to use
any such building, is to provide that such doors shall not
be locked, bolted or fastened during the regular business
hours, and that outside of such hours and during such
times as it may be necessary for employees or others to
be in such buildings reasonable ways can be found, with
the approval of an inspector, of making certain that such
employees or other persons are able to get out of such
building in an emergency without undue difficulty or
confusion. We therefore recommend legislation en-
titled “An Act further Clarifying the Law relative to
Exits and Means of Egress from Certain Buildings”
(Appendix C).

In our second report, which was dated February 28,
1946, we recommended that all buildings owned or oc-
cupied by the Commonwealth, the counties, the cities
and the towns be made subject to and comply with the
same provisions as to safety as privately owned and
occupied buildings which are put to similar uses, par-
ticularly with the provisions of chapter 143 and chapter
148 of the General Laws. We quote from that report
(pages 10 and 11) as follows:

During the course of our investigation it has been brought forcibly
to our attention that conditions relative to the safety of persons in
buildings owned or occupied by the Commonwealth, the counties, the
cities and the towns are such as to cause grave concern. Safety con-
ditions, in so many instances, are as bad as to require serious con-
sideration at the earliest possible moment. Such conditions exist in
all kinds of institutions, including schools, colleges, homes, hospitals,
penal institutions, public buildings, and other institutions and build-
ings owned or occupied by the Commonwealth and its various politi-
cal subdivisions.
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For centuries governments have been operated on the theory that
the sovereign can do no wrong. In recent years, however, there has
been a tendency toward the theory, in governments of democratic
nature, that the sovereign should do no wrong. This newer theory
should now, in so far as Massachusetts is concerned, be applied to
the problem of safety of persons in buildings owned or occupied by
the State and its political subdivisions. It should be a requirement
that all such buildings, with the possible exception, because of the
special nature of its use, of the State House itself, comply with
the same provisions as to safety as do privately owned and occupied
buildings which are put to similar uses, particularly with the pro-
visions of chapters 143 and 148 of the General Laws.

In any legislative proposal of this nature there should be reason-
able assurance that, if enacted, its terms will not be ignored. For
such an assurance, power should be granted to the Supreme Judicial
Court and to the Superior Court to temporarily or permanently re-
strain the erection, construction, alteration, use or occupation of any
such building in any case of non-compliance.

While we believe that the time has come to require that such build-
ings shall comply with the laws relative to the safety of persons in
buildings, we do not think, nor shall we recommend, that the Com-
monwealth or its political subdivisions should be liable in damages
for injury suffered by any person as a result of non-compliance. The
danger in the adoption of such a policy would lie in the nuisance
value which would be placed upon it by those unscrupulous persons
who are forever trying to find ways of making “easy money.”

If such legislation had been in effect during the past
dozen or more years, it is quite likely that such buildings
would have been kept in reasonably proper condition,
and instead of having a large capital expenditure outlay
for consideration by the Legislature, it might only be
necessary to provide funds for maintenance.

In order to carry out the recommendations contained
in the immediately preceding paragraphs, we submit
proposed legislation entitled “An Act providing that
Buildings and Structures, except the State House, owned
or occupied by the Commonwealth or Any of its Political
Subdivisions shall comply with Certain Provisions of
Law Relating to the Safety of Persons in Buildings”
(Appendix D).

During the 1947 session, on our recommendation, the
Legislature enacted chapter 631 of the Acts of 1947 in an
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attempt to expedite construction and keep down the cost
of much needed housing facilities in the Commonwealth.
That act, in part, authorizes the Board of Standards in
the Department of Public Safety to promulgate regula-
tions setting forth alternatives to the materials and to the
types and methods of construction specified in local build-
ing codes. It also provides, in what is now section 3K
of chapter 143 of the General Laws, that in cases where
the plans and specifications accompanying an application
for a permit or certificate fail to comply with the require-
ments of a local building code, an inspector of buildings
may nevertheless issue such a permit or certificate if the
plans and specifications comply with the alternatives pro-
mulgated by the Board of Standards.

The task of promulgating these regulations is bound to
take a long period of time. In fact, the first of such alter-
natives was issued only within the past month. This
means that unless a speedier means for permitting the
use of such alternatives is devised the provisions of the
said chapter 631, as now existing, will not do much
toward expediting construction nor toward keeping down
the cost. In our opinion, the speediest and most reason-
able means of accomplishing the purpose would be to
authorize an inspector of buildings to issue a permit or
certificate, even though the plans and specifications fail
to comply specifically with a local building code, pro-
vided that the applicant furnishes to the inspector a
statement in writing certified by a registered engineer
that the portions of the plans and specifications which
fail to comply with the requirements of the local building
code are adequate as to their performance for the use
intended, the adequacy of performance to be in conform-
ity with accepted standards of engineering practice. We
submit as legislation to accomplish this objective an act
entitled “An Act authorizing an Inspector of Buildings
to issue Permits or Certificates under Certain Conditions”
(Appendix E).

It has been recently directed to the attention of this
Commission that in House Document No. 1707, which is
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Part 7 of the Report of the Special Commission on Tax-
ation and Public Expenditures, dated February 17, 1938,
the proposed scheme of structural reorganization in this
report embraced the following changes:

That the Fire Marshal and the Chief of Inspections, who are the
heads of the Division of Fire Prevention and the Division of Inspec-
tion, upon the expiration of their present statutory terms, as of the
date of this report, be appointed directly by the Commissioner of
Public Safety instead of by the Governor and Council. (See page 12
of said report.)

You will note that in House Document No. 1707,
page 39, under the caption of “Recommendations Re-
quiring Legislative Action,” it is recommended that

The Fire Marshal and the Chief of Inspections, upon the expira-
tion of their present statutory terms, be appointed directly by the
Commissioner of Public Safety instead of by the Governor and Coun-
cil, page 12.

the reference to page 12 being the chart of proposed
structural reorganization.

We believe that this policy should be adopted and
that the law should be changed so that upon the expira-
tion of the term of either office, or upon the occurrence of
a vacancy in either office, the successor in each instance
be appointed by the Commissioner, rather than by the

and consent of the Council,
for life, subject to removal for
purpose we submit legislation

Governor with the advice
and that the term should be
cause. To accomplish this
entitled “An Act relative
State Fire Marshal and

to the Appointment of the
the Chief of Inspections”

chapter 148, section 9, the
Regulations is empowered to

Under the provisions o
Board of Fire Prevention
make certain rules and regulations for the keeping, stor-
age, use, manufacture, sale, handling, transportation or
other disposition of explosives. However, there is no
provision in chapter 148 for the immediate investigation
or reporting of such explosions in the same manner as
the reporting of fires under section 2 of said chapter.
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Histories of explosions have included such major dis-
asters as the Texas City explosion of ammonium nitrate
on April 16 and 17, 1947, with the death of approximately
600 persons and damage of approximately 50 millions;
the death of 9 persons on July 18, 1946, in a gas explosion
at Onset; the death of two persons in a gas explosion on
January 28, 1945, at Dartmouth; two explosions at the
American Cyanimid and Chemical Company at May-
nard in 1941; and the most recent explosion on March 6,
1948, at the Interlake Chemical Corporation of Waltham,
a plastics manufacturing plant. There were 5 killed and
about 35 injured in this explosion.

In view of the fact that the discovery, compounding
and use of many synthetic and chemical agents is in-
creasing, and the possibilities of explosions are greater,
the necessity for prompt investigations and reporting is
imperative.

We therefore submit legislation entitled “An Act re-
lating to the Reporting of Explosions to the State Fire
Marshal” (Appendix G).

We have pointed out that it is impossible for us at this
time to report fully and completely on all of the matters
which have been referred to us for consideration. Among
these are proposals for the establishment of building codes,
whether minimum in nature or otherwise, to be applied
to every city or town in the Commonwealth, the estab-
lishment of a uniform code for the installation of electri-
cal wiring and equipment, the establishment of legisla-
tion which would require the adoption by cities and towns
of minimum plumbing requirements and consideration of
the other matters relative to the safety of persons in
buildings, and to which this Commission has found it
impossible to direct its attention up to this time. In-
vestigation and study should also be made of the prob-
lems which are continually arising out of the fairly new,
but fast growing, plastics industry.

Each of these problems is more or less complex and re-
quires considerable factual research before any sound
recommendations can reasonably be made. We there-
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fore recommend that this Commission be revived and
continued so that proper and reasonable recommenda-
tions relative to the problems just mentioned may be
made to the Legislature at its next session. For this
purpose we submit the resolve contained in Appendix H.

Respectfully submitted,

RALPH V. CLAMPIT.
FREDERICK E. PIERCE.
ALFRED B. KEITH.
DANIEL F. SULLIVAN.
GEORGE C. PARSONS.
CARL S. ELL.
ROY E. CONNOR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act relative to the installation, maintenance

OR USE OF REVOLVING DOORS AS EXITS OR MEANS OF

EGRESS FROM PLACES OF ASSEMBLY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follmvs:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws, as amended, is
2 hereby further amended by striking out section 218,
3 inserted by section 3 of chapter 546 of the acts of
4 1943, and most recently amended by section 1 of
5 chapter 654 of the acts of 1947, and inserting in place
6 thereof the following section:
7 Section 218. The installation, maintenance or use
8 of a revolving door may be authorized as an exit or
9 means of egress from a place of assembly within a

10 building to the outside of such building, if between
11 such place of assembly and such door there exists one
12 or more unobstructed areas of safety, including stair-
-13 ways, exit corridors, and similar areas, which are, in
14 the opinion of the inspector, sufficient to accommodate

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Appendix A.
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15 with safety all persons reasonably to be expected to
16 use the same as means of egress or escape from such
17 place of assembly or such building, and that the
18 diameter of the enclosure of such revolving door is
19 not less than six feet four inches and that there is on
20 each side of, and immediately adjacent to, said door
21 a required exit of the so-called swinging door type.
22 The inspector shall endorse upon the certificate re-
-23 ferred to in section twenty-eight the conditions gov-
-24 erning such installation, maintenance or use. No
25 revolving door shall be permitted as an immediate
26 means of egress from a place of assembly.
27 In such instances, but only as to buildings in ex-
-28 istence on July first, nineteen hundred and forty-
-29 eight, as the inspector, in accordance with regulations
30 issued by the commissioner under section fifty-four,
31 determines that the nature of the occupancy is such
32 that it is neither practicable nor necessary for the
33 safety of persons who may use such a door to require
34 such additional exits of the so-called swinging door
35 type, such additional exits shall not be required and
36 such revolving door shall not be accredited as a re-
-37 quired means of egress unless the diameter of its
38 enclosure is not less than six feet four inches.
39 Each such revolving door shall be maintained in
40 accordance with regulations issued under section
41 fifty-four.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act relative to the maintenance of certain
REVOLVING DOORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 143 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 21C, as in-
-3 serted by section 2 of chapter 327 of the acts of 1946,
4 and amended by section 2 of chapter 654 of the acts
5 of 1947, and inserting in place thereof the following
6 section:
7 Section 21C. Every revolving door used as an
8 exit or means of egress to the outside of any building
9 subject to sections fifteen, twenty-one or twenty-

-10 eight and not as an exit or means of egress from a
11 place of assembly as provided in section twenty-one B,
12 shall be maintained in accordance with regulations
13 issued under section fifty-four.

1 Section 2. Section 33 of said chapter 143, as most
2 recently amended by section 3 of chapter 645 of the
3 acts of 1947, is hereby further amended by inserting
4 after the words ‘‘twenty-one A” in line 7, the words:—,

Appendix B.
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5 twenty-one B, twenty-one C, —so as to read as
6 follows; Section 33. In every city, town and dis-
-7 trict wherein there is in force a building code, so
8 called, established under authority of section three
9 or corresponding provisions of earlier law or estab-

-10 lished by or under authority of any other provision of
11 law, the provisions of sections fifteen, seventeen,
12 twenty, twenty-one, twenty-one A, twenty-one B,
13 twenty-one C, twenty-four, twenty-five, twenty-eight,
14 twenty-nine, thirty, thirty-one, forty-two, forty-three,
15 forty-nine, fifty-one, fifty-two, fifty-three, fifty-four,.
16 fifty-seven and fifty-nine relative to buildings other
17 than churches, theatres, special halls, public halls,
18 schoolhouses and buildings owned or occupied by the
19 commonwealth or by any county, or other than
20 hospitals, sanatoria, convalescent or nursing homes,
21 hotels, family hotels, grandstands, stadia, bleachers or
22 arenas, shall, unless otherwise provided, be enforced
23 by the inspector or inspectors of buildings of such
24 city, town or district and the terms “supervisor of
25 plans”, “chief of inspections” and “inspector”, as
26 used in said sections and in sections fifty-five and
27 fifty-six, shall include an inspector of buildings of
28 such city, town or district, and shall be enforced in
29 accordance with the regulations authorized by section
30 fifty-four; in all other cities and towns the provisions
31 of said sections shall be enforced in accordance with
32 their specific terms.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act further clarifying the law relative to

EXITS AND MEANS OF EGRESS FROM CERTAIN BUILD

INGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 21 A, as inserted by section 3
3 of chapter 546 of the acts of 1943, and most recently
4 amended by section 6 of chapter 363 of the acts of
5 1946, and inserting in place thereof the following
6 section:
7 Section 21 A. All doorways and windows which an
S inspector deems necessary in any building subject to
9 section twenty-one, or which the licensing officer may

10 require under section thirty-four, or which by rules
11 and regulations authorized by section three B are
12 required in places of assembly, as such term is defined
13 in section one, either as exits or as means of egress,
14 shall open in the direction of egress. No such doorway
15 or window shall, during the usual business hours, be
16 so locked, bolted or fastened that such door cannot be
17 opened from the inside by the use of the ordinary

Appendix C.
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18 doorknob, or by pressure on the door or window or
19 on a panic release device, so called; provided, further,
20 that sufficient unobstructed egress shall be main-
-21 tained for all persons accommodated or assembled in
22 such building regardless of the hour of the day or
23 night. This paragraph shall not be construed as
24 prohibiting the use on exit doors from a bank, trust
25 company, jewelry store or other store or establish-
-26 ment devoted to a single use where articles of unusual
27 value or moneys, in large quantities are kept of a
28 locking device which may be operated from within
29 such store or establishment, which locking device
30 shall be used only in an emergency to prevent theft.
31 Any place of assembly, as defined in section one,
32 which is wholly or partly below the ground level
33 shall have at least two means of egress to the ground
34 or street level, such means of egress to be located at
35 points as widely separated from one another as may
36 be reasonably feasible.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act providing that buildings and structures,

EXCEPT THE STATE HOUSE, OWNED OR OCCUPIED BY

THE COMMONWEALTH OR ANY OF ITS POLITICAL SUB-

DIVISIONS SHALL COMPLY' WITH CERTAIN PROVISIONS

OF LAW RELATING TO THE SAFETY' OF PERSONS IN

BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 143 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 2, as ap-

pearing in the Tercentenary Edition, the following

5 Section 2A. The provisions of this chapter relative
6 to the safety of persons in buildings shall apply to
7 buildings and structures, other than the state house,
8 owned, operated or controlled by the commonwealth,
9 and to buildings and structures owned, operated or

10 controlled by any department, board or commission
11 of the commonwealth, or by any of its political sub-
-12 divisions, in the same manner and to the same extent
13 as such provisions apply to pri\rately owned or con-
-14 trolled buildings occupied, used or maintained for

Appendix D.
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15 similar purposes. The provisions of this chapter
16 relative to the inspection of buildings privately owned
17 shall apply in the same manner to the inspection of
18 buildings subject to this section.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 143 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 57, as amended, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 Section 57. The supreme judicial or superior court
5 shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the pro-
-6 visions of this chapter, and of any ordinance, by-law,
7 rule or regulation made under authority of any of
8 such provisions and with the duty of the enforcement
9 of which, under this chapter, an inspector or an

10 authorized representative of the commissioner, as
11 such term is defined in section three A, is charged;
12 to enjoin violations thereof; and to restrain the use

13 and occupation of any building subject to any pro-
-14 vision of this chapter during the period of non-com-
-15 pliance with any order of such inspector or such
16 authorized representative or of the court.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act authorizing an inspector of buildings to

ISSUE PERMITS OR CERTIFICATES UNDER CERTAIN CON-

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose w’hich is in part, in view of
3 the existing housing emergency in the commonwealth,
4 to provide immediately that inspectors of buildings
5 may issue permits or certificates in certain cases for
6 structures used or to be
7 therefore it is hereby di
8 law necessary for the in
9 public health, safety and

used for dwelling purposes,
iclared to be an emergency
mediate preservation of the
convemem

and House of Representatm
and by the authority of th

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

31 of chapter 143 of the1 Section 1. Section
2 General Laws, inserted by section 1 of chapter 631
3 of the acts of 1947, is hereby amended by striking out,
4 in lines 6, 8 and 27, the words: demolition, removal,.

1 Section 2. Section 3K of said chapter 14.3, as so
2 inserted, is hereby amended by adding at the end the
3 following paragraph:

Appendix E.
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4 In cases in which the plans and specifications ac-
-5 companying an application fail to comply with the
6 provisions referred to in the first paragraph of this
7 section, and existing regulations setting forth alterna-
-8 tives, as provided in section three J, do not apply,
9 in whole or in part, to those portions of such plans
10 and specifications as fail to comply with said provi-
-11 sions, an inspector of buildings shall issue a permit
12 or a certificate if the applicant submits a statement
13 in writing, certified by a registered engineer, that the
14 portions of such plans and specifications which fail
15 so to comply and to which existing regulations setting
16 forth alternatives cannot be applied, provide adequate
17 performance for which their use is intended, such
18 adequate performance to be determined in con-
-19 formity to accepted standards of engineering practice.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act relative to the appointment of the state

FIRE MARSHAL AND THE CHIEF OF INSPECTIONS IN THI

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make possible
3 immediately the appointment of a state fire marshal
4 and a chief of inspections in case of a vacancy in
5 either of said offices, therefore it is hereby declared
6 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 4, as amended
3 by section 33 of chapter 591 of the acts of 1946, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 4- Upon the occurrence of a vacancy in
6 the office of state fire marshal the commissioner shall
7 appoint a state fire marshal and upon the occurrence
8 of a vacancy in the office of chief of inspections he
9 shall appoint a chief of inspections, neither of whom

Appendix F
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10 shall be subject to the provisions of chapter thirty-
-11 one of the General Laws and each of whom may be
12 removed only for cause. They shall receive such
13 salary, not exceeding fifty-seven hundred and sixty
14 dollars, as the governor and council may determine.

1 Section 2. In the event that no vacancy occurs
2 in the office of state fire marshal or in the office of
3 chief of inspections prior to the terminations of the
4 respective current terms, the commissioner shall,
5 upon the terminations of the said respective terms,

6 appoint, as required by section one of this act, a

7 state fire marshal and a chief of inspections, each of
8 whom shall be subject to the provisions of the said
9 section one.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

An Act relating to the reporting of explosions

TO THE STATE FIRE MARSHAL.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this aid would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to make possible
3 the immediate investigation of the cause and cir-
-4 cumstances of explosions, therefore it is hereby de-
-5 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
6 immediate preservation of the public safety and
7 convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as jallows:

1 Section 2of chapter 148 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by adding after the word “fire” in lines 2,
4 5 and 6, in each instance, the words: or explosion,
5 —and by adding after the word “fires” in lines 9
6 and 16, in each instance, the words: — or explosions,
7 so as to read as follows: —• Section 2. Heads of
8 fire departments in cities, towns or fire districts shall
9 investigate the cause and circumstances of every fire

10 or explosion in their respective jurisdictions by which

Appendix G.
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11 property has been destroyed or damaged, especially
12 to ascertain whether it was caused by carelessness or
13 design. They shall begin such investigation forth-
-14 with after such fire or explosion, and if it appears to
15 the official making such investigation that the fire
16 or explosion is of suspicious origin or is the result of a
17 violation of law, or if he is unable to determine the
18 cause, he shall immediately notify the marshal. All
19 other fires or explosions by which a loss is sustained
20 shall, within forty-eight hours, excluding Sundays and
21 holidays, be reported in writing to the marshal.
22 Reports required by this section shall be on forms
23 furnished by the department, and shall contain a
24 statement of all facts relating to the cause and origin
25 of the fire that can be ascertained, the extent of
26 damage thereof, the insurance upon the property
27 damaged, and such other information as may be
28 required. The marshal shall keep in his office a
29 record of all fires or explosions occurring in the
30 commonwealth, with the results of such investiga-
-31 tions, and such records shall be open to public in-
-32 spection.
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I

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Eight.

Resolve reviving and further continuing the

SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE LAWS PER-

TAINING TO THE SAFETY OF PERSONS IN BUILDINGS

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission
2 established by chapter sixty-seven of the resolves of
3 nineteen hundred and forty-three and revived and
4 continued by certain resolves thereafter, including
5 chapter twenty-one of the resolves of nineteen hun-
-6 dred and forty-seven, is hereby revived and con-
-7 tinued for the purpose of continuing its investigation
8 and study of the subject matter of safety of persons
9 in buildings, including single and two-family dwellings.

10 The fact that any person who was appointed a mem-
-11 ber of such commission by the president of the senate
12 or the speaker of the house of representatives has
13 prior to the date for the filing of the final report, or of
14 any extension thereof, ceased to be a member of the
15 general court shall not be held to terminate his
16 membership on the commission nor to create a va-
-17 cancy therein. Said commission shall include in its
18 report the results of said investigations and studies
19 and its recommendations, if any, together with drafts
20 of legislation to carry the same into effect. Said
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21 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
22 state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may
23 require by summons the attendance and testimony of
24 witnesses and the production of books and papers;
25 may travel within and without the commonwealth;
26 and may expend for assistance and expenses
27 such sums as may be appropriated therefor. The
28 commission shall report to the general court the
29 results of its investigations and its recommendations,
30 if any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
31 carry its recommendations into effect, by filing with
32 the clerk of the senate during the current year such
33 partial or interim reports as it deems advisable and
34 by filing a final report with said clerk not later than
35 the first day of February, nineteen hundred and
36 forty nine.


