
HOUSE No. 37
Accompanying the fifth recommendation of the Commissioner of

Corporations and Taxation (House, No. 32). Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act relating to exemptions from taxation

GRANTED SOLDIERS AND SAILORS AND THEIR WIVES OR

WIDOWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section sof chapter 59 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by striking out clause
3 Twenty-second, as most recently amended by chapter
4 640 of the acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following:
6 Twenty-second, Real estate of the following classes
7 of persons who are legal residents of the common-
-8 wealth to the amount of two thousand dollars in the
9 case of each person; provided, such real estate is

10 occupied as a domicile by such person; and provided,
11 further, that only two thousand dollars of the real
12 estate of any soldier or sailor and his wife shall be
13 exempted; and provided, further, that the whole es-
-14 tate, real and personal, of the person so exempted or
15 the combined property of a soldier or sailor and his
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16 wife does not exceed eight thousand dollars, exclu-
-17 sive of the value of the mortgage interest held by
18 persons other than the person to be exempted in such
19 mortgaged real estate as may be included in said
20 whole estate or combined property; but if, said whole
21 estate or combined property being less than two
22 thousand dollars, the sum total thereof and of such
23 mortgage interest exceeds two thousand dollars, the
24 amount so exempted shall be twr o thousand dollars:
25 (a) Soldiers and sailors, who served in the military
26 or naval service of the United States in World War I
27 or World War II and were discharged or released in
28 any manner other than dishonorably therefrom, and,
29 by reason of injury received or disease contracted
30 while in such service and in the line of duty, lost the
31 sight of both eyes, or of one eye, the sight of the
32 other having been previously lost, or who lost one or
33 both feet, or one or both hands.
34 (b ) Soldiers and sailors who served as aforesaid
35 and were discharged or released from such service in
36 the manner aforesaid, and who, as a result of disa-
-37 bilities contracted while in such service and in the
38 line of duty, have a disability rating of ten per cent
39 as determined by the veterans’ administration.
40 (c) Soldiers and sailors, not exempt under paragraph
41 (a) or (h), who served as aforesaid and were dis-
-42 charged or released from such service in the manner
43 aforesaid, and who, as a result of disabilities con-
-44 tracted while in such service and in the line of duty,
45 have become permanently incapacitated to an extent
46 equivalent, in the judgment of the assessors, to the
47 disability of soldiers and sailors having a disability
48 rating of ten per cent as determined by the veter-
-49 ans’ administration.
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50 ( d) Soldiers and sailors who served in the military
51 or naval service of the United States in the war of
52 the rebellion, in the Spanish war, in the Philippine
53 insurrection or in the Chinese relief expedition and
54 were discharged or released in any manner other than
55 dishonorably therefrom.
56 (e) Wives of soldiers or sailors entitled to exemp-
-57 tion under any of the foregoing paragraphs and the
58 widows of soldiers or sailors, who at the time of their
59 death were entitled to such excemption or who lost
60 their lives while serving in any of said wars or in
61 said insurrection or said relief expedition.

1 Section 2. Said section 5 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out clause twenty-third, as
3 amended by chapter 647 of the acts of 1947, and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following clause:
5 Twenty-third, Soldiers and sailors who served in
6 the military or naval service of the United States in
7 the war of the rebellion, in the Spanish war, in the
8 Philippine insurection or in the Chinese relief expe-
-9 dition and were discharged or released in any manner

10 other than dishonorably therefrom, shall be assessed
11 for, but shall be exempt at their request from the
12 payment of, a poll tax.




