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Department of Correction
State House, Boston 33, October 15, 194S

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatm

In accordance with the provisions of section 33, chapter
30 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, the recommendations
of the Commissioner of Correction for the year ending
June 30, 1948, are herewith submitted, together with
drafts of bills embodying the legislation recommended.
The bills have been submitted to the Counsel for the
House of Representatives, as required by law.

Respectfully submitted

ELLIOTT E. McDOWELL,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

Commissioner of Correcti
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Experience has shown that it is only necessary for
the warden to reside constantly within the precincts
of the prison. To require the deputy warden to reside
constantly within the precincts of the prison places
upon him and his family an unfair burden and a condi-
tion not required by deputy superintendents of the other
penal institutions of the Department of Correction;
therefore it is recommended “deputy warden” be stricken
out of section 15 of chapter 127 General Lawr s, which
will make it possible for him to reside other than within
the precincts of the prison property.

Under the present provisions of section 136 A chapter
690 of the Acts of 1941 (unlike those granted releases
by the Parole Board), when a prisoner sentenced solely
for the crime of drunkenness to a state institution has
been transferred therefrom to another penal institution,
the Commissioner of Correction does not retain the
power to grant such a prisoner a conditional release
from the penal institution where transferred. This
amendment is necessary to retain the authority in the
Commissioner of Correction to grant a conditional
release to a prisoner who has been sentenced to a state
institution solely for the crime of drunkenness and
transferred to another penal institution.

RECOMMENDATIONS.

1. Relative to Official Residence of the Warden
and Deputy Warden of State Prison.

2. Granting to Prisoners a Conditional Release
to be at Liberty.
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3. Placing under Civil Service Certain Employees
of the Reformatory for Women.

Under the present law employees at the Reformatory
for Women, with exception of a few clerical positions,
are not in the classified civil service. For the protection
of employees and to encourage appointments and promo-
tions through merit, it is recommended that all em-
ployees except the superintendent, assistant super-
intendents, physicians and nurses, be placed under civil
service law.

4. Creation of the Position of Assistant Treasurer
at the Penal Institutions of the Common-
wealth.

In view of the fact that at present the treasurer is the
only officer who can receive and disburse all moneys
pertaining to penal institutions of the Commonwealth,
it is necessary that in his absence because of vacation
or sickness, there be another person responsible who
must be bonded, and for the efficient management of
the institution it is recommended that the position of
assistant treasurer be created, who will be designated
and act for the treasurer in his absence.




