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By Mr. Lobel of Boston, petition of Louis Lobel that an increase
in rates of fare and charges for service furnished by the Metropolitan
Transit Authority be prohibited unless approved by majority vote
of registered voters of cities and towns served by said authority.
Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An Act to prohibit an increase in rates of fare and

CHARGES FOR SERVICE FURNISHED BY THE METROPOLI-

TAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY UNLESS APPROVED BY A

MAJORITY VOTE OF THE REGISTERED VOTERS SERVED

BY THE METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 544 of the acts of 1947 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 11 and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 11. The rates of fare and charges for
5 service furnished shall be the same as the rates and
6 charges that were in effect on January first, nineteen
7 hundred and forty-seven. Any change in rates of
8 fare and charges for service furnished or operated
9 shall be made as follows:
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10 Ihe trustees shall submit their recommendations
11 for a change in the rates of fare and charges for serv-
12 ice furnished or operated to the department together
13 with a written statement made under the penalties
14 of perjury, setting forth income required to meet the
15 cost of -service.
16 The cost of the service shall include (1) operating
17 expenses; (2) taxes; (3) rentals; (4) interest on all
18 indebtedness of the company (including amortiza-

-19 tion of discount or premium) assumed by the Author-
-20 ity and still outstanding; (5) interest (including
21 amortization of discount or premium) on bonds or
22 notes of the Authority issued under this act; (6)
23 sucli allowance as the trustees, subject to the approval
24 of the department, may deem necessary or advisable
25 for depreciation of property and for obsolescence
26 and losses in respect to property sold, destroyed or
27 abandoned; (7) salaries of the trustees and salaries
28 and wages of all officers and employees appointed
29 or employed by or subject to the supervision of the
30 trustees, and, to the extent authorized by the trus-
-31 tees, pensions and retirement allowances to present
32 and former employees of the company and em-
-33 ployees of the authority; (8) the amount, if any,
34 by which the income of the company failed to meet
35 the cost of the service under chapter one hundred
36 and fifty-nine of the special acts of nineteen hundred
37 ami eighteen, as amended, from and including
38 January first, nineteen hundred and forty-seven, to
39 the date when the property of the company was
40 acquired hereunder; (9) all expenditures incurred
41 by the trustees pursuant to section nine; (10) all
42 payments made pursuant to section twenty, and such
43 allowance for pending claims and suits as the trus-
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tees may deem necessary or advisable; (11) all other
expenditures and charges which under the laws of
the commonwealth now or hereafter in effect appli-
cable to street railway companies are properly
chargeable against income or surplus.
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The statement shall also set forth the anticipated
deficit and how the deficit will affect the tax rate
in each city and town being served by the Authority.
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52 Upon receipt of the recommendations and the

written report the department shall forthwith give
notice thereof to the mayor of each city and to the
selectmen of each town. Said mayor or selectmen
shall then call a special city or town election, mdess
the notice is received in time to put the question
hereinafter referred to upon the official ballot at the
next biennial or regular city election or annual town
election, and shall have the votes counted and the
result of the referendum hereinafter referred to
transmitted to the department within one hundred
and twenty days after the original notification to said
mayor or selectmen. If the mayor or selectmen call
a special city or town election it shall be called and
held upon such a day as to permit the counting of the
votes upon the question hereinafter referred to and
the return of the result to the department within
one hundred and twenty days mentioned above.
The department shall print copies of the recom-
mendations and the written statement of the metro-
politan transit authority and mail a copy of the
same to every voter in each city and town served by
the authority at least fourteen days before the day
on which the election is to be held. On the official
ballot for each such biennial or regular or special
city election or annual or special town election there
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78 shall be placed the following question: “Shall
79 the increase (or decrease) in rates of

Ytt,

80 fare and charges for service furnished as
NO.

81 petitioned for by the metropolitan tran-
82 sit authority be granted?”
83 The votes upon such referendum shall be counted
84 and returned to the city or town clerk in the same
85 manner as votes for candidates in municipal elec-
86 tions. Said clerk shall forthwith notify the depart-
87 ment of the result of the referendum.
88 If a majority of the voters voting on the question
89 in the area served by the metropolitan transit
90 authority vote in the negative the department shall
91 not approve the request for a change in rates of fare
92 and charges for service furnished.
93| If a majority of the voters voting on the question
94 in the area served by the metropolitan transit
95 'authority vote in the affirmative the department
96 may approve the change in rates of fare and charges
97 for service furnished.


