
HOUSE .... No. 428
By Mr. McCarthy of East Bridgewater, petition of the County

Commissioners’ & Sheriffs’ Association of Massachusetts for legisla-
tion to provide for the certification of county notes and the furnishing
of the same by the Director of Accounts. Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act providing for the certification of county

NOTES AND FURNISHING OF THE SAME BY THE DIRECTOR

OF ACCOUNTS.

1 Chapter 35 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by the addition of a new section to be known as
3 section thirty-nine A, to read as follows: -

4 Section 39A. A. The director shall furnish to the
5 treasurer of everjr county forms for the issue of notes
6 for money borrowed by the county. Every such
7 note shall state the amount thereof, the date of issue,
8 which shall be construed as the date from which
9 interest is payable, the interest which it bears, the

10 date when it will become due, and such other matter
11 as the director may deem necessary; and a record of
12 every such note shall be kept by said treasurer in
13 such form as the director may designate. The

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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director may place upon notes submitted to him for
certification such denominations as will show the
purpose for which they are issued and as may be
required by law to appear thereon.
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B. Whenever a county determines to raise money
otherwise than by the issue of bonds, the treasurer
thereof shall make notes for the amount of the pro-
posed loan, and shall use one or more, in serial order,
of the forms provided for in the preceding section,
with the blank spaces properly filled in. County
notes shall be signed by the treasurer thereof, and a
majority of the county commissioners shall counter-
sign and approve each note in the presence of the
clerk of courts, who shall certify to the fact on the
face thereof and affix thereon the county seal. The
treasurer of the county, after making a record of the
transaction in accordance with the preceding section,
shall forward, with the fee required by section “E”,
every such note to the director, with a copy of said
record and a copy of the vote authorizing the loan,
certified by the clerk of courts, and a certification
by said clerk that the person whose signature appears
upon the note as treasurer was the duly authorized
treasurer of the county when such signature was

made, and that the persons whose signatures appear
upon the note as those of a majority of the county
commissioners were duly qualified as such when such
signatures were made; and the treasurer of such
county shall furnish such other information with
reference to the financial condition of the county as
the director may require to enable him properly to
certify the note. If upon examination the note
appears to the director to have been duly issued in
accordance with the vote of the county commis-

IS
19

20
21
9.9.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31
32
33
34
35

36
37
38

39
40

41

42
43
44
45
46
47



1949.] HOUSE No. 428. 3

sioners authorizing it, or in accordance with an act
of the general court, and to have been signed by the
duly qualified officials of the county, he shall so
certify and shall thereupon return the note by
registered mail to the treasurer of such county; but,
under such regulations as he may prescribe, if so
authorized by the county treasurer, with the ap-
proval of the county commissioners, the director may
deliver a certified note to the payee thereof. He
may certify to the issue of the note on any date not
earlier than three days prior to the date of issue
appearing on the note, if the other conditions of this
chapter have been complied with. He shall not
certify a note payable on demand nor shall he certify
any note unless the laws relating to county indebted-
ness have been complied with, or if it appears that
the proceeds of the note are not to be used for the
purpose specified in the vote authorizing the loan for
which the note was issued.
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C. County notes, when issued for a serial loan,
may be made payable to “bearer”, and when so
issued section “B” may be construed by the director
as being properly complied with in so far as it relates
to the proper filling in of the space provided for the
name of the purchaser of the loan, and he may
certify such notes; provided, that before certifica-
tion there shall be filed with him by the county
treasurer the name of the purchaser of such loan.
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D. Whenever a note issued by a county is paid,
the treasurer thereof shall immediately notify the
director of such payment, stating the source from
which such payment was made.
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E. The director shall establish a reasonable fee
for everv note certified, to be turned over monthly
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to the commonwealth; and the state treasurer may
refund the amount of any fee deposited with him by
said director for the certification of any note which
may be cancelled before money is obtained thereon.
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86 F. The certification of county notes by the director
shall be prima facie evidence of the liability of such
county.
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