
HOUSE .... No. 913
By Mr. Toomey of Cambridge, petition of the Mass. State C. I. 0.

Industrial Union Council that insurance and claimants’ doctors be
prevented from serving as impartial physicians in workmen’s com-
pensation cases. Labor and Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortv-Nine.

An Act to prevent insurance doctors and claimants’
DOCTORS FROM SERVING AS IMPARTIAL PHYSICIANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 9of chapter 152 is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second sentence thereof
3 and inserting in its place the following sentence:
4 The fee for this service shall be a reasonable amount
5 set by the department, so as to read as follows:
6 Section 9. The department or any member thereof,
7 may appoint a duly qualified impartial physician to
8 examine the injured employee and to report. The fee
9 for this service shall be a reasonable amount set by the

10 department, and the insurer shall reimburse the de-
ll partment for the amount so paid. The report of the
12 physician shall be admissible as evidence in any pro-
-13 ceeding before the department or a member thereof;
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14 provided that the employee and the insurer have
15 seasonably been furnished with copies thereof.

1 Section 2. Section 9is hereby further amended
2 by inserting the following additional paragraph at the
3 end thereof;

4 No person shall qualify or remain qualified as an
5 impartial physician who Iras testified in hearings under
6 this chapter more than three times in the preceding
7 twelve months, for either insurers or claimants or
8 both. A report by a physician appointed as an im-
-9 partial physician under this section, who at the time

10 of his examination of the injured employee shall have
11 testified in hearings under this chapter more than three
12 times in the preceding twelve months for either
13 insurers or claimants or both, shall be null and void
14 and not admissible in evidence.


