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By Mr. Umana of Boston, petition of the Mass. State C. I. 0.
Industrial Union Council that the amount of certain death benefits
be increased under the workmen’s compensation law. Labor and
Industries.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act increasing the amounts of certain death

BENEFITS UNDER THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 31 of chapter 152 of the General Laws, as
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out
3 the last paragraph, as appearing in the Tercentenary
4 Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 In all other cases of total dependency, the insurer
6 shall pay each of the dependents of the employee
7 wholly dependent upon his earnings for support at
8 the time of the injury a weekly payment of fifteen
9 dollars, but in no case shall payments continue for

10 more than five hundred weeks, except that such de-
ll pendent shall continue to receive further payments
12 during such periods as he or she is in fact not fully
13 self-supporting. If the employee leaves dependents
14 only partially dependent upon his earnings for sup-
-15 port at the time of his injury the insurer shall pay

Cbe Commontocalti) of Massachusetts



2 HOUSI No. 920. [Jan. 1949.

16 each such dependent a weekly payment of seven dol'
17 lars a week, but in no case shall payments continue
18 for more than five hundred weeks. A person shall be
19 considered dependent if in fact he or she received
20 within one year prior to the injury or death contri-
-21 butions for his support from the employee even though
22 such person was able to work or able to subsist on a
23 lower standard of living. If the deceased employee
24 had been working for a short period only, reasonable
25 expectation of support shall be deemed the equiva-
-26 lent of actual contribution, in determining depend-
-27 ency, total or partial. When weekly payments have
28 been made to an injured employee before his death,
29 compensation under this paragraph to dependents
30 shall begin from the date of the death of the em-
-31 ployee, but in no case of partial dependency shall the
32 amount be more than six thousand dollars. The in-
-33 surei 1 shall pay the benefits set forth in this para-
-34 graph in addition to any benefits which may be pay-
-35 able under any other paragraph of this chapter.


