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By Mr. Dullea of Boston, petition of Arthur W. Sullivan and
Ernest W. Dullea to regulate further payment of charges and ex-
penses of burial of certain insane and spendthrift wards. Legal
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

an Act further regulating the payment of the

CHARGES AND EXPENSES OF BURIAL OF CERTAIN INSANE

AND SPENDTHRIFT WARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 201 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 48A, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 241 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section;
5 Section 48A- Upon application therefor by a con-
-0 servator or by a guardian of an insane person or a
7 spendthrift, whose ward is a resident of the common-
-8 wealth, the probate court, after such notice as it
9 deems necessary, and a hearing, may authorize such

10 conservator or guardian to deposit, for the purpose
11 hereinafter stated, in a savings bank, or in the savings
12 department of a trust company, within the common-
-13 wealth, a sum not exceeding one hundred and fifty
14 dollars, to be expended solely for, or towards the ex-
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15 pense of, the burial of his ward. Such deposit shall
16 be made in the name of the judge of probate for the
17 time being, and shall be subject to the order of the
18 judge and of his successors in office. The person mak-
-19 ing such deposit shall file in the probate court a
20 memorandum thereof and the deposit book, and the
21 amount so deposited shall, for the purpose of the ac-
-22 counting by such guardian or conservator, be allowed
23 as a payment. Upon the death of such ward, the
24 probate court may, upon application and after like
25 notice and hearing, order the payment of such de-
-26 posit, together with any accrued interest thereon, here-
-27 inafter referred to as such deposit, to the executor of
28 the will of such ward or to the administrator of his
29 estate, to be expended by him only for the purpose
30 hereinbefore stated, and, in case no executor or ad-
-31 ministrator is appointed, said court may order pay-
-32 ment from such deposit together with any accrued
33 interest thereon to any undertaker or other person,
34 of any charge for such burial or sum expended therefor
35 which it finds to be proper, but not exceeding the
36 amount of such deposit together with any accrued in-
-37 terest thereon, or may apportion such deposit together
38 with any accrued interest thereon between several
39 claimants for such charges or expenses but in no
40 event to exceed the total amount of such charges, or
41 expenses; provided, that any balance remaining after
42 the payment of such charges or expenses shall become
43 general assets of the estate.


