
HOUSE No. 949
By Mr. Burke of Boston (by request), petition of Ernest Brenner

relative to providing further suitable recognition of certain residents
of Massachusetts who shall have served in the armed forces of World
War 11. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An Act further providing suitable recognition

OF CERTAIN RESIDENTS OF MASSACHUSETTS WHO SHALL

HAVE SERVED IN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED

STATES DURING WORLD WAR II.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of tills act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose to provide prompt recog-
-3 nition of services rendered to the nation and to the
4 commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to
5 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
6 preservation of the public convenience.

1 Chapter 731, acts of 1945, as amended, is hereby
2 further amended by striking out section 1, sections
3 3, 3A and 38, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following:—
5 Section 1. (a) Upon application, as hereinafter
6 provided, there shall be allowed and paid out of the
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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7 treasury of the commonwealth, without appropriation
8 and without warrant from the governor and council,
9 to each person who shall have served in the armed

10 forces of the United States, in active service, on or
11 after September sixteenth, nineteen hundred and
12 forty, and prior to December third, nineteen hundred
13 and forty-five, and who shall have received a dis-
-14 charge or release, other than a dishonorable one, from
15 such service, the sum hereinafter specified:
16 (1) Ten dollars for each full month of active
17 service within the continental limits of the United
18 States.
19 (2) Fifteen dollars for each full month of active
20 service outside the continental limits of the United
21 States or in Alaska.
22 (6) The maximum payment to any individual for
23 all active service between the dates set forth above,
24 and including any payment or payments heretofore
25 made under chapter seven hundred and thirty-one,
26 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, as amended,
27 shall not exceed five hundred dollars.
28 (c) This amendment shall not invalidate any pay-
-29 ment or payments heretofore made under the provi-
so sions of said chapter seven hundred and thirty-one,
31 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, as amended.
32 Section 3. (a) In the case of the death of any
33 person who would if alive, be entitled to the benefits
34 of this act, the sum of one thousand dollars shall be
35 paid to his dependents, if any, and otherwise to his
36 heirs-at-law; provided, that if there is more than
37 one dependent or heir-at-law, payment shall in
38 either case be made in such proportion as the state
39 treasurer shall determine, with the further provision,
40 however, that no right or payment under this act
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41 shall be subject to the claims of creditors, capable
42 of assignment, regarded as assets, legal or equitable,
43 of the estate of the deceased or made the basis for
44 administration thereof.
45 ( b) The maximum payment for or on behalf of
46 any one deceased veteran, including any payment or
47 payments heretofore made under the provisions of
48 chapter seven hundred and thirty-one, acts of nine-
-49 teen hundred and forty-five, as amended, shall not
50 exceed one thousand dollars.
51 (c) Death of veteran on whose behalf application
52 is made shall have occurred while said veteran was
53 on an active duty status within the period set forth
54 in section one of this act.
55 (d) Death was in line of duty or service connected.
56 (e) Marriage of spouse of dependent of deceased
57 veteran prior to filing of original application for any
58 benefit under chapter seven hundred and thirty-one,
59 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-five, as amended,
60 shall invalidate eligibility for any additional payment
61 under the provisions of this act.
62 (/) Divorce prior to death of otherwise eligible
63 veteran shall invalidate eligibility of former spouse
64 as a dependent, next-of-kin or heir-at-law for any
65 additional payment under the provisions of this act.
66 (g) In the case of any person who is mentally
67 incompetent and is entitled to the benefits of this
68 act and for whom no legal guardian has been appointed
69 by the court, the sum to which he would be entitled
70 under this act shall be paid to his dependents, and
71 in determining the order of dependence the follow-
-72 ing order shall be followed so far as practicable;-
73 wife and children, mother or father, brother or sister,
74 other dependents.




