
HOUSE .... No. 953
By Mr. Harding of Dedham, petition of Francis A. Harding for

establishment of a uniform building code and for other purposes re-
lating thereto. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortv-Nine

An Act establishing a uniform building code in the

COMMONWEALTH AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES RELATING

THERETO.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled , and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Ctjc Commontoealtj) of 6pasoacbusetts

1 Section 1. Section 3of chapter 143 of the Gen-
-2 eral Laws is hereby amended by deleting the first
3 paragraph of said section, commencing with the
4 words “every city” and ending with the words “such
5 ordinance or by-laws”, and substituting therefor the
() following new paragraph;
7 The commissioner of public safety shall draw up
8 and promulgate a uniform building code which shall
9 apply to all cities and towns of the commonwealth

10 which now have building codes in effect, and which
11 shall be substituted for said building codes, such
12 substitution to be effective not later than one year
13 from the date of this amendment; and to all cities
14 and towns which shall hereinafter adopt a building
15 code, but nothing contained herein shall be con-
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16 strued to require cities and towns which do not now
17 have a building code in effect to adopt said uniform
18 building code. Said uniform building code shall be
19 drafted for the prevention of fire and the preserva-
-20 lion of life, health and morals. It shall regulate the
21 inspection, materials, construction, alteration, re-
-22 pair, height, area, location and use and may require
23 permits or licenses therefor, of buildings and other
24 structures within its limits except as are owned or
25 occupied by the United States, or owned or occupied
26 by the commonwealth or any county, and except
27 bridges, quays and wharves, and may prescribe pen-
-28 alties not exceeding one hundred dollars for every
29 violation of such uniform building code.

1 Section 2. The third paragraph of said section 3
2 is further amended by deleting the following sen-
-3 fence: “If such regulations are thereafter ac-
-4 cepted, in a city by vote of its city council, in a
5 town by vote of the town, or in a district by vote
6 of its district committee, they shall thereupon be
7 effective in such city, town or district and in a city
8 shall have the effect of ordinance and in a town of
9 bv-laws.”

1 Section 3. Said section 3is further amended by
2 deleting the last paragraph of said section commenc-
-3 ing with the words “nothing in this chapter” and
4 ending with the words “provision of this chapter”,
5 so that said section 3 as amended shall read as
6 follows: The commissioner of public safety shall
7 draw up and promulgate a uniform building code
8 which shall apply to all cities and towns of the com-
-9 monwealth which now have building codes in effect.
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10 and which shall be substituted for said building
11 codes, such substitution to be effective not later
12 than one year from the date of this amendment;
13 and to all cities and towns which shall hereinafter
14 adopt a building code, but nothing contained herein
15 shall be construed to require cities and towns which
16 do not nowr have a building code in effect to adopt
17 said uniform building code. Said uniform building
18 code shall be drafted for the prevention of fire and
19 the preservation of life, health and morals. It shall

20 regulate the inspection, materials, construction, al-
-21 teration, repair, height, area, location and use and
22 may require permits or licenses therefor, of build-
-23 ings and other structures within its limits except as
24 are owned or occupied by the United States, or owned
25 or occupied by the commonwealth or any county, and
26 except bridges, quays and wharves, and may prescribe
27 penalties not exceeding one hundred dollars for every
28 violation of such uniform building code.
29 Two or more adjoining cities or towns may by
30 vote, in a city by the city council and in a town by
31 a town meeting, form a district for any or all of the
32 purposes set forth in the
33 tion and for the purpose
34 of buildings in said di
35 therein of the intent of
36 other provisions of this

first paragraph of this sec-
of appointing an inspector
strict for the enforcement
such purposes and of such
chapter as it may there-

37 under be his duty to enforce. Said inspector of
38 buildings shall be appointed and may at pleasure
39 be removed, by a joint committee composed of the
40 mayor or chairman of the board of selectmen, of
41 each such city or town. The committee shall de-
-42 termine the relative amount of service to be per-
-43 formed by such inspector of buildings in each such
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44 city or town, fix his salary, together with incidental
45 expenses of the office, apportion the amount of such
46 salary and expenses to be paid by each such city or
47 town and certify the same to the treasurer thereof.
48 Any constituent city or town by vote may withdraw
49 from the district at the end of any fiscal year if such
50 withdrawal is voted in the manner aforesaid not
51 less than sixty days prior to the end of an}' fiscal
52 year and notice of such vote filed with each other
53 city and town in the district.
54 Any city, town or district subject to this section
55 may petition the board of standards to propose reg-
-56 ulations relative to the construction, alteration and
57 maintenance of buildings and other structures in
58 such city, town or district as the case may be; pro-
-59 vided, that such petition shall have been author-
-60 ized, in such a city by vote of its city council, or in
61 such a town by vote of the town, or in such a district
62 by vote of its district committee. A certified cop}'

63 of such proposed regulations shall forthwith be filed
64 by the board in the office of the state secretary, and
65 with the clerk of such city or town, or with the dis-
-66 trict committee of such district, shall be specifically
67 identified in the records of such offices, and shall be
68 open to public inspection. The procedure for the
69 amendment of such regulations shall, as nearly as
70 possible, conform to that for the original adoption
71 thereof; provided, that if the city, town or district
72 shall fail to petition for the proposal of an amend-
-73 ment which the board of standards deems necessary,
74 said board may of its own motion propose such
75 amendment, shall notify such city, town or district
76 in writing of the same and shall file a certified copy
77 thereof, specifically identified, in the office of the
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78 state secretary’ and with the clerk of such city or
79 town, or with the district committee of such district.
80 Said board shall cause said ordinances, by-laws or
81 regulations, as the case may be, including any duly
82 accepted amendments thereto, with their proper
83 identification, to be printed in pamphlet form, and
84 shall furnish to any city, town, district or person
85 such printed forms upon the payment of a fee to be
86 approved by the commission on administration and
87 finance.
88 Except as otherwise provided, all provisions of
89 this chapter shall be binding, without further ac-
-90 ceptance, upon each city, town or district in which
91 the provisions of this section are in force and upon
92 such officers or boards therein who, under this sec-
-93 tion or under any ordinance, by-law or rule or regu-
-94 lation authorized by this section may l>e charged
95 with the duty of inspecting, or issuing permits for,
96 the construction, alteration, repair, height, area, 10-97
97 cation or use of buildings or other structures within
98 the limits of such city, town or district.








