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By Mr. Harrington of Everett, petition of John F. Cahill for legis-
lation to establish political state conventions. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act to establish political state conventions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Each political party in Massachusetts, through
2 their state committee in existence as a result of com-
-3 plying with the election laws of Massachusetts to
4 date, shall hold a state convention between the first
5 and fifteenth day of May, nineteen hundred and fifty
6 and every two years thereafter for the purpose of
7 nominating candidates for state-wide office in the
8 commonwealth. Further, the convention shall also
9 nominate its candidate for the United States Senate

10 in the year upon which a United States Senator is to
11 be elected. The state committee shall regulate in ac-
-12 cordance with the present law, the number of dele-
-13 gates to attend the convention. Further, the con-
-14 vention shall adopt a party platform, elect presi-
-15 dential electors in the year in which a president is to
16 be elected. Further, this law will eliminate the direct
17 primary nominations of state-wide candidates for
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18 state-wide office and candidates for the United States
19 Senate.
20 The state convention secretary shall notify the
21 secretary of state of the proceedings of its convention
22 and whom the convention has nominated for all state-
-23 wide offices, presidential electors, and the United
24 States Senate nominee, within five days following the
25 day of closing, and adjourning the convention. Fur-
-26 ther, the secretary of state shall cause the names of
27 those nominated at the conventions to appear on the
28 ballots and voting machines as the nominees of their
29 respective parties on election day. Further, their
30 nominations shall be final as reported by the secretary
31 of the convention. Further, all law conflicting with
32 this law is hereby abolished.


