
HOUSE 1149

By Mr. Mannering of Boston, petition of Vincent A. Mannering
for the appointment of a special commission (including members of
the General Court) to investigate the establishment of a more effi-
cient and economical administration of the affairs of metropolitan
Boston. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study

BY A SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISH-

MENT OF A MORE EFFICIENT AND ECONOMICAL ADMINIS-

TRATION OF THE AFFAIRS Of METROPOLITAN BOSTON.

1 Resolved, That an unpaid special commission, to
2 consist of the committee on metropolitan affairs and
3 three persons to be appointed by the governor, is
4 hereby established to make a thorough investigation
5 and study of the governmental problems of metro-
-6 politan Boston, with a view to recommending such
7 changes and improvements in the administration of
8 metropolitan affairs as it may deem necessary or
9 desirable. The commission shall study specifically

10 and in detail the various public services now rendered
11 by the several cities and towns in the metropolitan
12 area with a view to recommending ways and means
13 by which the services could be more efficiently and
14 economically conducted by a single metropolitan gov-
-15 ernmental agency. It shall give special consideration
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16 to the development of a plan for a more equitable dis-
-17 tribution of the tax burden now levied on such cities
18 and towns to defray the cost of current metropolitan
19 services. It shall also study and develop a program
20 for more adequate representation of the constituent
21 cities and towns in the administration of metropolitan
22 affairs. The commission may call upon all officers,
23 departments and commissions of the commonwealth
24 and of the several cities and towns for such information
25 as it may desire in the course of its investigation and
26 study. The commission shall be provided with quar-
-27 ters in the State House or elsewhere, shall hold public
28 hearings and shall have the power to summon witnesses
29 and to require the production of books, records, con-
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30 tracts, and papers and the giving of testimony under
31 oath. The commission may expend for expert, clerical
32 and other services and expenses such sums as may
33 hereafter be appropriated by the general court. The
34 commission shall report to the general court the results
35 of its survey and study and its recommendations, if
36 any, together with drafts of legislation necessary to
37 carry such recommendations into effect by filing the
38 same with the clerk of the house of representatives on
39 or before the first Wednesday of December, nineteen
40 hundred and fifty.


