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By Mr. Miles of Boston (by request), petition of Walter A. O’Brien

that the power of the Metropolitan Transit Authority be limited in
the increasing of fares and relative to auditing of accounts of said
authority. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act to limit the power of the metropolitan

TRANSIT AUTHORITY IN INCREASING FARES.

1 Section 1. Section Bof chapter 544 of the acts
2 of 1947 is hereby amended by inserting after the third
3 paragraph thereof the following new paragraph:
4 The state auditor shall make an annual audit of
5 the accounts kept by the trustees, and for the pur-
-6 pose of such audit shall have the authority to require
7 the presence of witnesses and the production of all
8 relevant papers, books and accounts of transactions.

1 Section 2. Section 11 of said chapter 544 is
2 hereby amended by inserting in the first paragraph
3 thereof, after the word “department”, the following
4 words:-—and subject also to the provisions of the
5 next paragraph, and by inserting after the first

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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6 paragraph thereof the following new paragraph:
7 Upon approving any increases in such rates of
8 fare, the department shall forthwith give notice

thereof to the mayor of each city and to the selectmen9
10 of each town in the authority. Said mayor or select-
11 men shall then call a special city or town election,
12 unless the notice is received in time to put the ques-
13 tion hereinafter referred to upon the official ballot
14 at the next biennial or regular city election or annual
15 town election, and shall have the votes counted and
16 the result of the referendum hereinafter referred
17 to transmitted to the department within sixty days
18 after the original notification to said mayor or select-
19 men. If the mayor or selectmen call a special city

20 or towm election, it shall be called and held upon
21 such a day as to permit the counting of the votes
22 upon the question hereinafter referred to and the
23 return of the result to the department within the
24 sixty days above mentioned. On the official ballot
25 for each such biennial or regular or special city elec-
26 tion or annual or special town election there shall be
27 placed the following question: “Shall the rate of
28 fare of the Metropolitan Transit Authority be in-
29 creased from (existing rate ) to (-proposed rate ap-
30 proved)? Yes No ”. No increase in
31 the rate of fare of the Authority shall become effective
32 without the approval of a majority of all the persons
33 voting in such referendum in all the cities and towns
34 so notified in the Authority, and upon receiving such
35 approval shall become effective no sooner than thirty
36 days after the receipt by the department of the
37 result of such election from the last town or city so
38 notified.


