
HOUSE .... No. 1208
By Mr. O’Connor of Worcester (by request), petition of the Massa-

chusetts Retail Jewelers Association and another for legislation to
provide for the registration of watchmakers and the regulation of
repair work done on watches. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An Act providing for registration of watchmakers

AND REGULATION OF THE REPAIR WORK DONE ON

WATCHES.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Definitions. —l. The term “watch-
-2 making” for the purpose of this act, includes and
3 means repairing, replacing, rebuilding, readjusting or
4 regulating of the mechanical parts of watches and the
5 making and fitting of parts designed for use or used
6in watches. Such statements shall not include or
7 mean the manufacturing or repairing of watch cases,
8 but shall include the repairing of all winding mecha-
-9 nisms whether they are part of cases or not, and

10 shall not regulate any person employed in a factory
11 manufacturing watches or clocks made in part or en-
-12 tirety for resale as for consumer use.
13 2. The term “board” as used in this act shall mean
14 the Massachusetts board of examiners in “watch-
-15 making.”
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1 Section 2. No person shall engage in watchmak-
-2 ing for profit or compensation of any kind without
3 first obtaining a certificate of registration; as herein-
-4 after provided; which certificate shall be at all times
5 conspicuously displayed in his place of business.

1 Section 3. Board of Examiners. ■— 1. There is
2 hereby created a board known as the Massachusetts
3 Board of Examiners in Watchmaking, whose duties
4 it shall be to administer the provisions of this act.
5 Such board shall consist of five members, appointed
6 by the governor within sixty days after the effective
7 date of this act, at least two of whom shall be watch-
-8 makers employed and not owners of a jewelry store
9 or watch repairing business. All persons so appointed

10 shall have been residents of this commonwealth and
11 actually engaged in watchmaking as defined in sec-
-12 tion one, for at least five years immediately preced-
-13 ing the time of their appointment. Each member of
14 said board shall hold office for the term of five years,
15 and until his successor shall be so appointed, and
16 qualifies, except that in the first appointments, one
17 member shall be appointed for one year, one for two
18 years, one for three years, one for four years and one
19 for five years; and the term of office of each shall be
20 designated by the governor at the time of the appoint-
-21 ment and thereafter, upon the expiration of the term
22 of office of each person so appointed, the governor of
23 the commonwealth shall appoint a successor to each
24 person whose term of office shall expire, to hold office
25 for five years, and said persons so appointed shall
26 have the above qualifications. All vacancies in said
27 board caused by death, resignation, removal from the
28 commonwealth or the revocation of the certificate of



1949.] HOUSE No. 1208. 3

29 registration of a member of said board shall immedi-
-30 ately terminate his membership thereon. Members of
31 the board, before entering upon their duties, shall
32 respectively take and file their official oath of office.
33 The board shall have an official seal.
34 2. The board shall choose annually one of their
35 members as president and one as secretary who shall
36 have power to administer oaths and take affidavits
37 certifying thereto under the seal of the board. The
38 board shall meet at least once every six months at
39 the state capitol, and in addition thereto hold special
40 meetings at any place or time within the common-
-41 wealth of Massachusetts at the call of the officers of
42 the board. A majority of the board shall constitute
43 a quorum. The board may retain legal counsel, horo-
-44 logical or administrative counsel if it deems it neces-
-45 sary. The secretary shall give bonds as the board
46 shall determine to be proper. The secretary shall keep
47 a full record of its proceedings which shall be open to
48 inspection at all times. The members of the board
49 shall be compensated as follows: each member shall
50 be paid fifteen dollars per day for time actually spent
51 in the performance of his duties and five cents per
52 mile for necessary travel, and his actual and necessary
53 expenses for meals and lodging. The secretary shall
54 be paid an annual salary of twelve hundred dollars
55 per year or more at the discretion of the board,
56 payable monthly.
57 3. The board shall have power to promulgate rules
58 and regulations to carry out the intent of this act,
59 and to establish suitable and proper uniform appren-
-60 ticeship regulations. The secretary shall make and
61 keep all records and collect all fees.
62 4. The board may appoint such clerks and assist-
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63 ants as it may deem necessary to the execution of its
64 functions and fix their salaries.
65 5. Fees and Moneys of the Board. The secretary
66 of the state board of examiners in watchmaking shall,
67 on or before the tenth day of each month, remit to
68 the state treasurer all fees collected by said board
69 during the preceding month, and at the same time
70 shall render to the state auditor an itemized and veri-
-71 fied report showing the source from which said fees
72 were obtained. The state treasurer and auditor shall
73 credit ten per cent of all fees collected by said board
74 and remitted as herein provided to the General Fund
75 of the state. The remaining ninety per cent of the
76 fees remitted by the board shall be placed by the
77 state treasurer and state auditor, in the special fund
78 of the board. The compensation of members and all
79 other expenses of the board to be paid therefrom.
80 6. The board shall, on the first of January of each
81 year, report its proceedings to the governor, which
82 report shall include a detailed statement of receipts
83 and disbursements during the preceding year.

1 Section 4. Application. Applicants shall be ex-
-2 amined at a time and place fixed by the board not less
3 than twice a year. Applications shall be filed with the
4 board at least ten days before the date set for the
5 examination and shall be accompanied by an examina-
-6 tion fee of fifteen dollars. Each applicant shall be of
7 good character, at least eighteen years of age, and shall
8 possess such general education and knowledge as the
9 board shall deem necessary, and shall have served an

10 apprenticeship of three years or its equivalent by
11 attendance ofat least eighteen months in an accredited
12 school of watchmaking.
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1 Section 5. Examinations. —An applicant to lie
2 entitled to a certificate, shall pass an examination
3 before the board, which examinations shall be confined
4 to such knowledge, practical ability and skill as is
5 essential to the proper repairing of watches, and also a
6 practical demonstration of the applicant’s skill in the
7 manipulation of watchmakers’ tools. The board shall
8 make regulations for conducting examinations, fixing
9 the time and place therefor and shall define the

10 standards of workmanship and skill. In case of failure
11 at any examination the applicant shall have the priv-
-12 ilege of taking another examination at any other exam-
-13 nation period upon the payment of a fee of seven
14 dollars and fifty cents, payable with the request for a
15 new examination.

1 Section 6. Registration. —l. If the applicant suc-
-2 cessfully passes the examinations, the Secretary of the
3 Board shall register such fact and shall issue to him
4 a certificate of registration.

5 2. A watchmaker in good standing, registered and
6 licensed in another state and having engaged in watch-
-7 making therein for five years immediately preceding
8 his application for a certificate, upon filing with the
9 board satisfactory proof thereof, may in the discretion

10 of the board be issued a certificate without examina-
-11 tion upon a payment of a fee of fifteen dollars, provid-
-12 ing the standards of such state are at least as high as
13 those defined and established by the board.
14 3. Persons actually engaged within this common-
-15 wealth prior to the effective date of this act shall be
16 exempt from taking the examination herein provided,
17 upon making application within six months after this
18 act becomes a law, said application to be accompanied
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19 by a fee of fifteen dollars, with his affidavit setting
20 forth the fact of his having been actively engaged in
21 watchmaking, which affidavit shall be attested by
22 two freeholders in this state, and if the board shall be
23 satisfied that such applicant is entitled thereto, it
24 shall cause its secretary to so register and issue a
25 certificate of registration.
26 4. Certificates of registration shall expire on the
27 thirtieth day of June of each year, and may be re-
-28 newed for one year upon the payment of a fee of five
29 dollars. Application may be made for renewals after
30 June first of each year.

1 Section 7. Apprentice Watchmakers. Any per-
-2 son of good character sixteen years old or over,
3 apprenticed to a watchmaker, in accordance with the
4 regulations of the board, may pursue the trade of
5 watchmaking upon obtaining from the board a certifi-
-6 cate of registration as an apprenticed watchmaker,
7 which certificate shall be conspicuously displayed at
8 all times in the place of employment of such apprentice.
9 Apprenticed watchmakers shall pay a fee of two

10 dollars for the certificate and shall pay a renewal fee
11 of two dollars annually.

1 Section 8. Revocation. 1. The board may re-

-2 voke a certificate of registration upon the failure of the
3 holder thereof to pay the annual renewal fee, upon

4 giving said holder thirty days’ notice in writing by
5 registered mail of such proposed revocation.
6 2. The board may revoke any certificate of registra-
-7 tion obtained through error of the board, or fraud on

8 the part of the applicant, or if the holder is grossly
9 incompetent, guilty of unethical conduct, or has
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10 obtained or sought to obtain anything of value by
11 fraudulent representations in the practice of watch-
-12 making. The holder of such certificate shall be given
13 thirty days’ notice in writing enumerating the charges
14 and specifying a date for the hearing on such charges.
15 Such hearing shall be held in the county wherein such
16 applicant or holder was employed or engaged in busi-
-17 ness at the time the alleged offence was committed,
18 or in the county of his residence, if he was employed
19 or engaged in business at such time. For the purpose
20 of carrying out the provisions of this act relating to the
21 revocation of certificates the board shall have the
22 power of a court of record, sitting in the county in
23 which their meeting shall be held, to issue subpoenas,
24 compel the attendance and testimony of witnesses
25 and place them under oath, witnesses shall be entitled
26 to the same fees as witnesses in courts of record to be
27 paid in like manner. The accused shall be entitled to
28 the subpoenas of the board for his witnesses and to be
29 heard in person or by counsel in open public trial.
30 From any such revocation the certificate holder shall
31 have the right of appeal, within thirty days to the
32 court of the county in which the hearing was held on
33 giving a bond in the sum of one hundred dollars to be
34 approved by the board, to cover the cost of said appeal,
35 and from that court to the state supreme court by
36 complying with the statute relating to appeal of other
37 civil cases from county courts to the supreme court.
38 A stenographic record of all proceedings before the
39 board shall be made and transcript kept on file with
40 the board. The Secretary shall transmit to such
41 court a certified copy of the record therein. The
42 court shall try the appeal de novo. The attorney
43 general shall defend the revocation.
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44 3. Anyone whose certificate of registration has
45 been revoked for any cause, may, any time after such
46 revocation, apply to the board for re-registration, and,
47 upon satisfactory proof that the cause of the revoca-
-48 tion no longer exists, the board may in its discretion
49 issue to said person a certificate of registration upon
50 payment of fifteen dollars.
51 4. “Unethical conduct ” shall include and mean any
52 conduct of a character likely to mislead, deceive or
53 defraud the public; advertising of any character in
54 which untruthful or misleading statements are made;
55 performance of any service in pursuance of any such
56 advertising; advertising prices of watch repairing;
57 loaning of certificate of registration to another person;
58 failure to display the certificate of registration con-
-59 spicuously at all times. Representation that a watch
60 has been cleaned although its major parts, train
61 wheels and mainspring have not been disassembled
62 and the capped jewels removed and all parts properly
63 cleaned; performance of any work upon a watch in
64 an unworkmanlike or unskilled manner; representa-
-65 tion that certain services or parts are necessary or

66 have been or will be used in the repairing of a watch,
67 although such services are not necessary or have not
68 been used in such repairs, employing directly or in-

) directly any unregistered watchmaker to perform an}’

70 watchmaking on watches, or non-compliance, within
1 thirty days, with the directions given in a written

72 notice from the board to terminate employment with
73 any person who is violating the provisions of this act.

1 Section 9. Penalty. Any one not having a

2 certificate of registration, who shall hold himself out
3 as a watchmaker or as qualified to do watchmaking,
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4 any proprietor, or anyone who shall violate any of
5 the provisions of this act shall be guilty of a misde-
-6 meaner, and shall be punished by a fine of not less than
7 twenty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars,
8 or by imprisonment in the county jail not less than
9 thirty days nor more than ninety days, or by both

10 such fine and imprisonment.

1 Section 10. Separability Clause. The provisions
2 of this act are severable and if any section, paragraph,
3 sentence or provision thereof be held to be void by
4 any court of competent jurisdiction, the decision of the
5 court shall not affect the validity of this act as a whole,
6 or any part thereof other than the portion so held to
7 be invalid.








