
HOUSE 1816

By Mr. Collins of Boston, petition of John F. Collins for the pay-
ment by the Commonwealth of annuities to certain disabled war vet-
erans. Pensions and Old Age Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT BY THE COMMON-

WEALTH OF ANNUITIES TO CERTAIN DISABLED WAR
VETERANS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to furnish aid
3 forthwith to certain veterans, therefore it is hereby
4 declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

1 Chapter 115 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 6, as appearing in section 1
3 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, the following sec-
-4 tions, under the caption ANNUITIES TO CERTAIN PARA—-

-5 PLEGIC VETERANS! ~

6 Section 6A. As used in this section and in sec-
-7 tions six B and six C, the word “veteran” means
8 any person who served in the military or naval forces
9 of the United States during any war in which the
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:
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10 United States was engaged, who was a resident of
11 this commonwealth at the time he was inducted into
12 such forces and whose discharge or release therefrom
13 was other than dishonorable, and who has continued
14 to be a resident of this commonwealth.
15 Section 68. In addition to any other aid to which
16 a veteran is entitled, a veteran who is suffering from
17 paraplegia and has permanent paralysis of both legs
18 and lower parts of the body, resulting from traumatic
19 injury to the spinal cord or brain, sustained through
20 enemy action, or accident while in such military or

21 naval service, shall be paid so long as such permanent
22 paralysis exists, the sum of one thousand dollars
23 annually in monthly payments. Such payments
24 shall be due and payable from the date of his applica-
-25 tion. This section shall not include paraplegia re-

-26 sulting from locomotor ataxia and other forms of
27 syphilis of the central nervous system, chronic alco-
-28 holism, malaria, anemia, other forms of disease,
29 tumors, or poisoning which may produce signs and
30 symptoms similar to those resulting from traumatic
31 paraplegia.
32 Section 6C. Evidence of the service and disability
33 mentioned in sections six A and six B shall be fur-
-34 nished to the commissioner of veterans’ services who
35 shall examine the same and upon being satisfied
36 that the service was performed and the veteran has
37 been rendered permanently paralyzed, as defined in
38 section six B shall so certify to the comptroller,
39 whereupon said annuity shall be paid by the com-

-40 monwealth, subject to appropriation, from the vet~
41 erans’ services fund.


