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Cöe Commontoealtö of apassacfnisetts

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , March 3 ,  1 9 4 9 .

The committee on Constitutional Law to whom was 
referred the petition (accompanied by resolutions, House, 
No. 146) of Charles W. Hedges that the President and 
Congress be memorialized relative to the National Guard 
of the United States and of the several states, report the 
accompanying resolutions (House, No. 2205).

For the committee,

HIBBARD RICHTER.
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Cbe Commontoealtb of egiassac&uoetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

R e s o l u t i o n s  m e m o r i a l i z i n g  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES RELATIVE TO THE 

NATION AL GUARD OF THE UNITED STATES AND OF THE 

SEVERAL STATES.

1 Whereas, The Congress of the United States is
2 now considering proposed legislation which pro-
3 foundly affects the civilian components of the armed
4 forces and, particularly, the national guards of the
5 several states and the national guard of the United
6 States; and
7 Whet ■eas, Much of this proposed legislation is based
8 upon the so called Gray Board Report issued recently
9 by the Committee on Civilian Components of the

10 Secretary of Defense, or is based upon other similar
11 recommendations of the Regular Military Establish-
12 ment; and
13 Whereas, This proposed legislation is largely
14 directed toward the disestablishment of the national
15 guards of the several states, beginning with the air 
1G national guard, in favor of reserve forces wholly
17 under federal control, thereby contravening the
18 language, spirit and intent of the Constitution of the
19 United States; and
20 Whereas, Many noble traditions of this common-
21 wealth, together with her sister states, spring from
22 the military services our militia and national guard
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23 have rendered in cause of liberty from the beginnings
24 of our country down through the years; and
25 Whereas, The national economy cannot sustain
26 a reserve force program, estimated to cost thirty-
27 three billion dollars during the next twenty years,
28 which cost would be additional to the fifteen billion
29 dollars now annually budgeted for defense purposes;
30 and
31 Whereas, It is unthinkable that the excellent
32 reserve forces now in existence, the national guards
33 of the several states, which sent eighteen well trained
34 and equipped national guard divisions into the field
35 during World War II and provided twelve combat
36 groups to the air force, should be absorbed by another
37 component; therefore be it
38 Resolved, That it is the sense of the general court
39 of Massachusetts that our present dual system of
40 federal — state organization and jurisdiction for the
41 national guard is a tested and proven instrument of
42 military policy which has demonstrated, historically,
43 the foresight and wisdom of those who framed our
44 Constitution, and that the President and Congress
45 of the United States should, therefore, disapprove
46 legislation which would, in any degree, vitiate this
47 system of national guard organization and jurisdiction
48 or would adversely affect the rights, privileges or
49 emoluments of national guard members; and be it
50 further
51 Resolved, That the President of the United States
52 direct the national military establishment to provide
53 more effective co-operation and support for the
54 national guards of the several states and of the United
55 States, in order to provide properly balanced, trained
56 and equipped national guard forces for service in
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57 time of emergency; either local or national; and be
58 it further
59 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent
60 forthwith by the state secretary to the President of
61 the United States, to the presiding officer of each
62 branch of Congress and to the members thereof from
63 this commonwealth.


