
HOUSE No. 2211
By Messrs. Bradley of Boston and Umana of Boston, petition of 

James M. Curley (mayor), Manassah E. Bradley and Mario Umana 
for legislation to authorize the city of Boston to relocate certain 
buildings in the East Boston district of said city and to borrow money 
outside the debt limit to meet the cost of such relocation. Municipal 
Finance.

Clj e Commontoealtf) of ass acini setts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  A c t  a u t h o r i z i n g  t h e  c it y  o f  b o s t o n  t o  r e l o c a t e
CERTAIN BUILDINGS IN  THE EAST BOSTON DISTRICT OF 
SAID CITY AND TO BORROW MONEY OUTSIDE THE DEBT 
LIM IT TO M EET THE COST OF SUCH RELOCATION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. For the purpose of avoiding, so far as
2 practicable, during the period of public exigency,
3 emergency and distress now existing on account of
4 the acute shortage of housing in Boston and many
5 other cities and towns of the commonwealth, the
6 demolition of dwelling units on land heretofore or
7 hereafter acquired in the East Boston district of the
8 city of Boston for the purposes of chapter six hundred
9 and ninety-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and

10 forty-five, as amended, the transit department of the
11 city of Boston, acting in the name and behalf of said
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12 city, may acquire by eminent domain under chapter
13 seventy-nine or chapter eighty A of the General Laws
14 or by purchase, gift or otherwise one or more parcels
15 of land entirely or almost entirely unoccupied by
16 buildings and, by itself, its agents or servants or by
17 independent contractors, remove thereto any or all
18 buildings with dwelling units standing on land hereto-
19 fore or hereafter acquired for the purposes of said
20 chapter six hundred and ninety-two, as amended.
21 Any building legally in existence prior to its relocation
22 shall retain its legal status without any alteration
23 which might be required pursuant to provisions of
24 law relating to the new site. Upon completion of the
25 removal of a building under this act, said transit de-
26 partment shall proceed, without further authority
27 than that contained in this act, to dispose of the build-
28 ing and the lot upon which it has been relocated in one
29 or more of the following ways: —
30 (a) By private sale to the person who owned the
31 building immediately prior to its acquisition by the
32 city, at a price equal (1) to the approximate cost to
33 the city of the removal of the building and of the ac-
34 quisition of the lot upon which the building has been
35 relocated, or (2) to the approximate cost to the city
36 of the original acquisition of the building and of the
37 land upon which it then stood, whichever is higher; or
38 (6) By private sale to any person residing in the
39 building at the time of its acquisition by the city, at
40 a price equal (1) to the approximate cost to the city
41 of the removal of the building and of the acquisition
42 of the lot upon which the building has been relocated,
43 or (2) to the approximate cost to the city of the
44 original acquisition of the building and of the land
45 upon which it then stood, whichever is higher; or
46 (c) By sale to the highest bidder at a public auction
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47 at which said transit department may reserve the
48 right to reject all bids below an amount fixed by said
49 transit department. The proceeds from all sales under
50 this act shall be paid into a special account set up on
51 the books of the city and known as the “ Housing
52 Relocation Fund” and shall be used solely for the
53 payment of indebtedness incurred under this act,
54 together with interest thereon; provided, however,
55 that if the amount in the fund at any time exceeds
56 the total amount of indebtedness incurred under this
57 act and then outstanding, together with interest
58 thereon, the excess may be used for general municipal
59 purposes.

1 Section 2. To meet the costs and expenses in-
2 curred by said transit department under section one of
3 this act, the treasurer of said city, without further
4 authority than that contained in this act, shall borrow
5 from time to time, as requested by said transit depart-
6 rnent, such sums as may be necessary, not exceeding in
7 the aggregate two hundred and fifty thousand dollars,
8 and may issue bonds and notes therefor, which shall
9 bear on their face the words “ City of Boston, Housing

10 Relocation Loan, Act of 1949.” Each authorized
11 issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such loans
12 shall be payable in not more than three years from
13 their dates. Indebtedness incurred under this act
14 shall be in excess of the statutory limit, but shall,
15 except as herein otherwise provided, be subject to all
16 laws relative to the incurring of debt by said city.

1 Section 3. This act shall take full effect upon its
2 acceptance during the current year by vote of the city
3 council of said city, subject to the provisions of its
4 charter, but not otherwise.
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