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that the solemnization of maniages be authorized by ordained deacons 
in the Methodist Church. Legal Affairs.

Cfte Commontoealti) of ^assacijusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  A ct  a u t h o r iz in g  t h e  s o l e m n iz a t io n  o f  m a r r ia g e s

BY ORDAINED DEACONS IN THE METHODIST CHURCH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 38 of chapter 207 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 197
3 of the acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by
4 inserting after the word denomination”  in lines 7
5 and 8 the words: —  , including ordained deacons in
6 the Methodist Church, —  so as to read as follows: —
7 Section 38. A marriage may be solemnized in any
8 place within the commonwealth by a minister of the
9 gospel who resides in the commonwealth or who if a

10 non-resident is the pastor of a church or denomination
11 duly established in the commonwealth and who is
12 recognized by his church or denomination as duly
13 ordained and in good and regular standing as a
14 minister of such church or denomination, including
15 ordained deacons in the Methodist Church; by a
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16 rabbi of the Isrealitish faith, duly licensed by a eongre-
17 gation of said faith established in the commonwealth,
18 who has filed with the clerk or registrar of the city or
19 town where such congregation is established, a certifi-
20 cate of the establishment of the synagogue therein,
21 the date of his appointment thereto and of the term of
22 his engagement; by a justice of the peace if he is also
23 clerk or assistant clerk of a city or town, or a registrar
24 or assistant registrar, in the city or town where he
25 holds such office, or, if he is also clerk or assistant
26 clerk of a court, in the city or town where the court is
27 authorized to be held, or, if he has been designated
28 as provided in the following section and has received
29 a certificate of designation and has qualified there-
30 under in the city or town where he resides; and it
31 may be solemnized among Friends or Quakers accord-
32 ing to the usage of their societies, and it may be
33 solemnized among the Baha’is by the chairman of an
34 incorporated local spiritual assembly of the Baha’is
35 according to the usage of their society; but no person
36 shall solemnize a marriage in the commonwealth
37 unless he can read and write the English language.
38 Churches and other religious organizations shall
39 file in the office of the state secretary information
40 relating to persons recognized or licensed as aforesaid,
41 in such form and at such times as the secretary may
42 require.


