
HOUSE No. 2287

Cf)e Commontoealtl) of e^assacjjusetts:

H ouse of R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , March 28, 1949.

The committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
so much of the twenty-fourth annual report of the Judicial 
Council (Pub. Doc. No. 144) as relates to authorizing 
sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, constables and police officers 
to arrest for larceny in certain cases (pages 33-36), report 
the accompanying bill (House, No. 2287).

For the committee,

JOSEPH P. GRAHAM .



2 HOUSE — No. 2287. [Mar. 1949.

C&e CommontoealtJ) of ^assacimsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  A c t  relative to arrests without  a  warrant

FOR LARCENY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 28 of chapter 276 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “ process” in
4 line 1 the words: —  may arrest without the issuance
5 of a warrant and detain a person found by him in
6 the act of stealing property in his presence regardless
7 of the value of the property stolen, and, — so as to
8 read as follows: —  Section 28. Any officer authorized
9 to serve criminal process may arrest without the

10 issuance of a warrant and detain a person found by
11 him in the act of stealing property in his presence
12 regardless of the value of the property stolen, and
13 may arrest and detain a person charged with a mis-
14 demeanor, without having a warrant for such arrest
15 in his possession, if the officer making such arrest and
16 detention shall have actual knowledge that a warrant
17 then in full force and effect for the arrest of such
18 person has in fact issued.


