
HOUSE No. 2312

Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Driscoll of Boston, and 
as amended by Mr. Key of Winthrop, for a Senate report of the com
mittee on the Judiciary, reference to the next annual session, on the 
petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 179) of Charles B. Rugg 
and others that provision be made for the punishment of persons 
guilty of murder in the first degree by imprisonment in State Prison 
for life in certain cases. April 4.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s

GUILTY OF MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE BY IMPRISON

MENT IN STATE PRISON FOR LIFE IN CERTAIN CASES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 2, as appearing in the Tercen-
3 tenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
4 lowing section: —
5 Section 2. Whoever is guilty of murder in the first
6 degree shall suffer the punishment of death, unless the
7 jury shall by their verdict, and as a part thereof, upon
8 and after consideration of all the evidence, find ex-
9 tenuating circumstances and by memorandum in

10 writing specifying such extenuating circumstances,
11 recommend that the sentence of death be not im-
12 posed, in which case he shall be punished by imprison-
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13 ment in the state prison for life and shall not be eligible
14 for parole before the expiration of twenty-five years
15 from the date of sentence; and whoever is guilty of
16 murder in the second degree shall be punished by im-
17 prisonment in the state prison for life.


