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H ouse  of  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s , May 5, 1949.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred 
so much of the report of the special commission (including 
members of the General Court) established (under 
Chapter 73 of the Resolves of 1947 and revived and con
tinued under Chapter 78 of the Resolves of 1948) to 
study public health laws and policies of the Common
wealth (House, No. 2100) as relates to authorizing the 
Department of Public Health to adopt a sanitary code 
(App. 17), report the accompanying bill (House, 
No. 2446).

For the committee,

JOHN A. ARMSTRONG.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  A c t  au th o rizin g  th e  d epartm en t  o f  public

HEALTH TO ADOPT A SANITARY CODE.

Be it enacted, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

Section 5 of chapter 111 of the General Laws, as
2 amended by chapter 615 of the acts of 1945, is hereby
3 further amended by adding at the end the following
4 paragraph: —
5 The department shall have the power, after public
6 hearing and after due notice, to establish and in like
7 manner from time to time to amend and repeal sani-
8 tary regulations; provided, that such regulations shall
9 not be inconsistent with public health laws as enacted

10 by the general court, and, provided further, that no
11 regulation shall be established which can be construed
12 as increasing the scope of the powers of the depart-
13 ment under general law. The regulations so estab-
14 lished shall be called the sanitary code. The sanitary
15 code may deal with any matters affecting the security
16 of life and health and preservation and improvement
17 of the public health in the commonwealth, and with
18 any matters as to which jurisdiction is hereafter con-
19 ferred upon the department. Every regulation so
20 adopted by the department shall state the date upon
21 which it takes effect, and a copy thereof duly signed
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22 by the commissioner and public health council shall
23 be filed as a public record in the office of the state
24 secretary and in the office of the department. A copy
25 thereof shall be sent by the commissioner to the board
26 of health of each city and town within the common-
27 wealth, and shall be published in such manner as the
28 department may from time to time determine. The
29 commissioner or his deputy shall furnish certified copies
30 of such code and its amendments for a fee of one
31 dollar and such certified copies shall be received in
32 evidence in all courts or other judicial proceedings in
33 the commonwealth. The provisions of the sanitary
34 code shall have the force and effect of law and any
35 violation of any provisions thereof shall be punished
36 by a fine of not more than fifty dollars or by imprison-
37 ment for a period not exceeding six months, or both.




