
HOUSE No. 2448

Cfte Commontoealti) of opassacjjuoetts

H ouse of Repeesentatives, May 5, 1949.

The committee on Public Health, to whom was referred 
so much of the report of the special commission (includ
ing members of the General Court) established (under 
Chapter 73 of the Resolves of 1947 and revived and 
continued under Chapter 78 of the Resolves of 1948) to 
study public health laws and policies of the Common
wealth (House, No. 2100) as relates to further providing 
for the care of infants prematurely born (App. 18) report 
the accompanying bill (House, No. 2448).

For the committee,

JOHN W. VAUGHAN.
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Cfre Commontoealtt) of agassacfmsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  A ct  further providing for the care of infants

PREMATURELY BORN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 67A, as
3 amended by section 1 of chapter 246 of the acts of
4 1939, and inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 67A. If an infant is born prematurely in
6 a place other than a hospital equipped to care for
7 prematurely born infants and weighs five and one
8 half pounds or less at birth, the physician having
9 charge of the birth of such infant shall forthwith give

10 notification thereof to the board of health and the
11 board of public welfare of the town wherein the in-
12 fant was born, stating the name of the mother of such
13 infant and the street address where the infant is at
14 the time of such notification. Such notification shall
15 be given as soon as is practicable after such birth
16 occurs, by telephone if possible, and in addition
17 thereto such physician shall, within twenty-four hours
18 after such birth, file a written report with such board
19 of health in such form and giving such information
20 as such board shall prescribe. In the case of such an
21 infant prematurely born in a hospital equipped to care
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22 for prematurely born infants, the superintendent or
23 other person in charge of such hospital shall forth-
24 with file with the board of public welfare of the town
25 wherein the infant was born a written report in the
26 form and giving the information required by the
27 board of health hereunder as to premature births
28 reported to said board. The board of health in the
29 town in which the birth occurs shall notify in writing
30 within three days the board of health of the town in
31 which the infant’s parents reside.
32 Section 67B. upon the written request of either
33 parent of such infant and of the attending physician,
34 such board of health or its duly authorized represent-
35 ative, upon receiving the notification referred to in
36 the precedmg section, shall forthwith provide for the
37 transportation of such infant to a hospital equipped
38 to care for prematurely born infants, unless other
39 provision for such transportation shall have been
40 made.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 111 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 67C, as amended by
3 chapter 535 of the acts of 1943, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following: —
5 Section 67C. Expenses for the care and hospitaliza-
6 tion of an infant weighing four and one half pounds or
7 less at birth shall be paid by the parents or guardian
8 or any other person bound by law to maintain such
9 infant, if he or they be able to pay; otherwise, by the

10 board of health of the town wherein the mother of
11 such infant resides, subject to the provisions relative
12 to notice and reimbursement as hereinafter provided.
13 The board of health in the town in which the mother
14 resides shall be responsible for hospitalization expenses



4 HOUSE — No. 2448. [May, 1949.

15 incurred in caring for an infant under this section,
16 within ceiling rates as established by the department;
17 but no expense shall be reimbursed which was in-
18 curred more than ten days prior to the receipt by such
19 board of health of a written notice or a telephone
20 request, confirmed in writing, from the superintendent
21 or other person in charge of such hospital. If such
22 infant has a legal settlement within the common-
23 wealth, the board of health of the town so notified
24 shall, within sixty days, forward to the board of
25 health of the town where the infant has a legal settle-
26 ment, a written notice, and the town of settlement
27 shall reimburse the town originally incurring expense
28 under this chapter for the amounts so expended. If
29 such infant has no legal settlement in the common-
30 wealth, notice shall be sent to the department within
31 sixty days, and such expenses shall be paid by the
32 commonwealth upon the approval of bills therefor.
33 Any payments made hereunder by a town may after-
34 wards be recovered in contract from the parent*
35 guardian, or other person bound by law to maintain
36 such infant, if such person is able to pay.


