
HOUSE No. 2582

Ci)e Commontoealti) of Q^assacfjusetts

E x e c u t iv e  D e p a r t m e n t ,
St a t e  H o u s e , B o s t o n , June 3, 1949.

To the Honorable Members of the Senate and House of Representatives:

War and its aftermath cruelly dislocated millions of 
people from their homes, their loved ones and their 
sources of livelihood. Congress has enacted legislation 
which authorizes the admission into our country of two 
hundred and five thousand (205,000) displaced persons 
from Italy, Germany and Austria during the two-year 
period which commenced on July 1, 1948. Much of this 
enlarged quota of immigrants have entered and will 
continue to enter the United States through the portals 
of the Commonwealth. A much smaller but still sub
stantial number of them will settle in Massachusetts.

Many difficult problems have arisen in connection with 
making welcome these newcomers to our shores and 
facilitating so far as possible their resettlement in our 
midst. To meet these problems it has become necessary 
to establish separate and distinct agencies of government 
both at the national and state levels. For that reason 
there has been created nationally a displaced persons 
commission to co-operate with local commissions set up 
in twenty-one cities, other branches of the federal gov
ernment and volunteer agencies which are participating 
in the program of resettlement. In this state, by execu
tive action on the part of the Governor, there has been 
appointed and maintained a governor’s commission on 
displaced persons. A number of public spirited citizens 
have served on this commission voluntarily and even at 
their own expense with diligence and distinction. This
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unpaid commission has had the full co-operation of the 
Division of Immigration and Americanization in the 
Department of Education, the assistance of other de
partments of the state government, and such help as 
private agencies have been able to furnish. Its members 
have given generously and untiringly of their services. 
However, the commission has been sorely handicapped 
for want of adequate facilities and means to fulfil the 
functions for which it was created and to which it is 
dedicated.

Neither the powers nor the resources of the Division 
of Immigration and Americanization are adequate to 
perform all of the specialized tasks involved in resettling 
displaced persons. Although to the extent that the 
services of the Division of Immigration and Americaniza
tion can be utilized they have been and will continue to 
be fully available, surveys of employment possibilities 
in agriculture or industry, housing opportunities and 
co-ordination of resettlement activities with other agen
cies are outside the sphere of that division. The dis
placed persons’ commission appointed by the Governor, 
if it is to continue to function, must be granted that 
official status which can only be had by legislative enact
ment. Such a commission should be established by law, 
and certain minimal working facilities must be provided 
for out of public funds. Otherwise, the commission 
cannot accomplish the highly laudable ends for wdiich it 
was brought into being.

Therefore, I recommend that your honorable bodies 
enact forthwith legislation providing for the establish
ment of a displaced persons’ commission to consist of 
not more than fifteen (15) members who shall serve 
without compensation and shall be appointed by the 
Governor. Secondly, I recommend that you appropriate 
a sum not less than ten thousand dollars (810,000.00) to 
be available for the balance of this fiscal year and during 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1950 to the commission, 
said sum to be expended for the employment of an execu
tive secretary, such other clerical help as may be neces-
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sary, the hiring of office space and the purchase of sta
tionery, postage and such other material and equipment 
as will enable the commission to fulfill its functions in 
assisting so far as it is possible in the resettlement of 
displaced persons who come to Massachusetts or enter 
the United States through any of the ports of this Com
monwealth.

PAULA. DEYER,
Governor.




