
HOUSE No. 2638
C ije  C o m m o n to e a ltl)  of e g a s s a c fn is e its

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , June 28, 1949.
The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was re

ferred the Bill relative to the construction by the Metro
politan District Commission of an aqueduct system from 
Wachusett Reservoir to the Merrimack Valley to supply 
additional towns and districts with water (House, No. 85, 
changed), report that the same ought to pass in the form 
of a new di^aft herewith submitted (House, No. 2638).

For the committee,
CORNELIUS DESMOND, Jr .
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C b e  C o m m o n to e a ltj)  o f cp a ssa c tju se tts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An A c t  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b y  t h e  m e t r o 
p o l i t a n  DISTRICT COMMISSION OF AN AQUEDUCT SYSTEM 
FROM W ACHUSETT RESERVOIR TO THE MERRIMACK VAL
LEY TO SUPPLY ADDITIONAL TOWNS AND DISTRICTS WITH 
W ATER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 S e c t i o n  1. The metropolitan district commission,
2 hereinafter called the commission, is hereby authorized,
3 for the purpose of supplying water from the Wachu-
4 sett reservoir to municipalities in and near the valley
5 to the Merrimack river, to construct as a part of the
6 metropolitan water system a pressure aqueduct sys-
7 tern from the outlet works of said reservoir in the
8 town of Clinton to a suitable point or points of de-
9 livery to such towns as may make agreements with

10 the commission for the purchase of water, and to
11 construct such other works and appurtenances, and
12 extend the same from time to time, as may be neces-
13 sary or desirable to meet the requirements of such
14 supply. The commission may for the purposes afore-
15 said acquire, install and operate such machinery,
16 pumps and other appurtenances as may from time
17 to time be found necessary or desirable to carry out
18 the purposes of this act. The commission’s power
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19 to take land, water rights, right-of-way or easements
20 shall be extended to include the cities of Haverhill,
21 Lowell and Lawrence and the towns of Andover,
22 Bolton, Boxborough, Chelmsford, Clinton, Dracut,
23 Harvard, Lancaster, Littleton, Methuen, North An-
24 dover, Tewksbury and Westford.

1 S e c t io n  2. In carrying out the provisions hereof
2 the commission may expend, in addition to the funds
3 provided by chapter three hundred and seventy-five
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-six,
5 chapter three hundred and twenty-one of the acts
6 ol nineteen hundred and twenty-seven, chapter five
7 hundred and fifteen of the acts of nineteen hundred
8 and forty-six and chapter five hundred and seventy-
9 five of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven,

10 such amounts, not exceeding, in the aggregate, ten
11 million dollars, as may from time to time be ap-
12 proved by the governor and council upon certification
13 by the commission that satisfactory agreements have
14 been made to supply an aggregate population of not
15 less than one hundred thousand in and near the
16 valley of the Merrimack river, said aggregate amount 
1/ of ten million dollars being an addition to loans 
IS authorized by section eight of said chapter three
19 hundred and seventy-five, section twenty-seven of
20 said chapter three hundred and twenty-one, section
21 two of said chapter five hundred and fifteen and sec-
22 t'ion four of said chapter five hundred and seventy-five.
23 To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying out
24 the provisions of this act, the state treasurer shall,
2° uP«n request of the governor and council, issue and
26 sell at public or private sale bonds of the common-
27 wealth, registered or with interest coupons attached,
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28 as he may deem best, to an amount to be specified
29 by the governor and council from time to time but
30 not exceeding in the aggregate the sum of ten million
31 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth as
32 aforesaid shall be designated on the face: Metropolitan
33 District Water Loan Act of 1949, and shall be on the
34 serial payment plan for such maximum term of years
35 not exceeding fifty years from the date of issue, as the
36 governor may recommend to the general court pur-
37 suant to section three of Article sixty-two of the
38 Amendments to the Constitution of the common-
39 wealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged
40 that the amounts payable in the several years other
41 than the final years shall be as nearly equal as in the
42 opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable to
43 make them. Said bonds shall bear interest payable
44 semi-annually at such rate as the state treasurer with
45 the approval of the governor shall fix. Such bonds
46 shall be payable not earlier than July first, nineteen
47 hundred and fifty, nor later than June thirtieth,
48 two thousand and five. All interest payments and
49 payments on account of principal on such obligations
50 shall be part of the debt and expense of the Metro-
51 politan Water District.

1 Section 3. The commission, in making agree-
2 ments for the sale of water to towns not members
3 of the metropolitan water district, water companies
4 or districts, as provided by section ten of chapter
5 ninety-two of the General Laws, as most recently
6 amended by sections one and two of said chapter
7 five hundred and seventy-five, shall include in the
8 price to be charged per million gallons a base rate of
9 thirty dollars for the water leaving Wachusett reser-
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10 voir, to which shall be added such sum as said com
i l  mission may determine is appropriate to cover a
12 portion or all of capital and other costs of the aqueduct
13 system, which sums shall be met as provided in said
14 chapter ninety-two, as amended. Such aqueduct
15 system may extend northeasterly to the city of Lowell,
16 and shall be constructed of sufficient capacity to
17 allow further extension to meet the requirements of
18 any city or town which the commission can reasonably
19 supply with water, and may include pumping stations,
20 distributing reservoirs, and other appurtenant works.
21 Connections to such aqueduct system shall be fur-
22 nished in each case by the city or town; provided,
23 that the commission in making any such agreement
24 for delivery and sale of water may include therein
25 provisions for the construction of the whole or a
26 portion of any such connection by the commission,
27 and for the payment by each city or town of its fair
28 share of said connection as said commission may
29 determine, which may be distributed over a period
30 not exceeding ten years.

1 S e c t io n  4. In order to provide funds to construct
2 any such water supply connection, in anticipation
3 of the payment therefor by the city or town to be
4 connected, the state treasurer, with the approval
5 of the governor, may borrow from time to time on
6 the credit of the commonwealth such amounts as
7 may be certified by the commission to be necessary
8 to provide such temporary funds, not exceeding five
9 hundred thousand dollars in any year, which amounts

10 shall be in addition to sums similarly provided for
11 connection to the district’s distribution system proper
12 by section one A of chapter five hundred and forty-
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13 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-three
14 and to the Chicopee aqueduct system by section six
15 of said chapter five hundred and seventy-five of the
16 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven, and the
17 state treasurer may issue notes of the commonwealth
18 therefor, bearing interest payable at such times and
19 at such rates as shall be fixed by him, with the ap-
20 proval of the governor. Such notes shall be issued for
21 such terms as the governor may recommend to the
22 general court, in accordance with section 3 of Article
23 LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
24 commonwealth.

1 S e c t i o n  5 . This act shall take effect u p o n  its
2 passage.
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