
HOUSE No. 2802• • • •

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

House of Repbesentatives, August 22, 1949.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom were 
referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 
989) of Michael J. McCarthy for legislation to define the 
rights and options of veterans under certain retirement 
acts and to provide for the age at which they may receive 
such retirement; the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 1830) of Fred A. Hutchinson for amendment 
of the law relative to the retirement of members of the 
General Court; and the petition (accompanied by bill, 
House, No. 2302) of Frank H. Allen relative to reduction 
of years of service necessary for members of the General 
Court to become eligible for retirement, report the ac
companying bill (House, No. 2802).

For the committee,

RODOLPHE G. BESSETTE.
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C&e Commontoealtf) of 9@a0sacfnisetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act making certain changes in the retirement

L A W .

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to make
3 the changes in the retirement law provided thereby
4 effective without delay, therefore it is hereby de-
5 dared to be an emergency law, necessary for the im-
6 mediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 32 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 28D, inserted
3 by section 2 of chapter 589 of the acts of 1948, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following: —
5 Section 28D. Any provisions of sections one to
6 twenty-eight, inclusive, to the contrary notwith-
7 standing, any member of the general court or any
8 member of the executive council or any constitutional
9 officer who has served as such for not less than six

10 years in the aggregate and who shall cease to hold
11 office as such and who has attained age fifty-five shall,
12 upon his request, be retired by the state board of re-
13 tirement; provided, that such applicant became a
14 member of the state employees’ retirement system
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15 prior to the date he ceased to hold sucli office and has
16 paid into the annuity savings fund of said system such
17 sums and under such conditions as are provided by
18 section seven of chapter six hundred and sixty of the
19 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven for prior
20 service, and if not so retired the accumulated total de-
21 ductions may, upon request by such member or officer,
22 be withdrawn, otherwise the retirement allowance
23 shall be deferred as provided in subsection (3) of
24 section ten.
25 The yearly retirement allowance to be paid to any
26 member of the general court or any member of the
27 executive council or any constitutional officer who has
28 served as such for not less than six years in the aggre-
29 gate and who is retired under the provisions of this
30 section shall be a sum equal to one fourth of the regu-
31 lar annual rate of compensation received by such
32 member or officer during the last year preceding the
33 date of retirement or termination of service, and an
34 additional amount equal to four per cent of said annual
35 compensation for each year of creditable service as a
36 member of the general court or as a member of the ex-
37 ecutive council or as a constitutional officer after the
38 first six; provided, that the total amount of the allow-
39 ance shall in no case exceed four fifths of the regular
40 annual compensation received by such member or
41 officer during the last year of such service; and pro-
42 vided further, that the total amount of the allowance
43 shall be reduced by one twelfth of one per cent for
44 each full month by which the date of retirement pre-
45 cedes the last day of the month in which such member
46 or officer will attain age sixty-five. The provisions of
47 clause (ii) of paragraph (c) of subsection two of sec-
48 tion five, and the provisions of sections fifty-six to
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49 sixty A, inclusive, of this chapter shall not apply to
50 any service rendered as a member of the general court
51 or as a member of the executive council or as a con-
52 stitutional officer.
53 The retirement allowance of any constitutional
54 officer who has served as such in one or more offices
55 for not less than six years in the aggregate shall be
56 computed on the regular annual compensation re-
57 ceived by him during the last year of such service,
58 provided that if such officer also has creditable service
59 as a member of the general court or as a member of
60 the executive council, the retirement allowance for
61 such service as such member shall be computed on
62 the regular annual compensation received by him
63 during the last year of such service as a member of
64 the general court or of the executive council, as the
65 case may be. Any member of the general court who
66 has served as president of the senate, speaker of the
67 house or as floor leader, chairman of the senate com-
68 mittee on ways and means or chairman and vice
69 chairman of the house committee on ways and means
70 for which additional compensation was paid shall
71 receive a proportional increase in the amount of his
72 retirement allowance computed on the amount of
73 such additional compensation received by such mem-
74 ber during the years of such service.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 32 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 28G the following
3 new section: —
4 Section 28H. Notwithstanding any other provisions
5 of law, any person in the employ of the commonwealth
6 or any of its political subdivisions, who has served as
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7 a member of the general court and who has completed
8 not less than twenty years of creditable service in such
9 employment and in said service as a member of the

10 general court, and who shall have attained age fifty-
11 five shall, at any time thereafter, upon his written
12 request, be retired at his option under this section or
13 under any other provision of this chapter applicable
14 to any such person; provided, that such person be-
15 came a member of the state employees’ retirement sys-
16 tern, as provided in this chapter, prior to the date of
17 such application and has paid into the annuity savings
18 fund of said system a sum or sums equal to five per
19 cent of the total amount of regular compensation re-
20 ceived by him from the commonwealth and from the
21 political subdivisions thereof, together with interest
22 thereon as provided in this chapter, except as other-
23 wise provided in section seven of chapter six hundred
24 and sixty of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-
25 seven as amended; and provided further, that the
26 total amount paid into said fund from all such sources
27 shall not be less than a sum equal to the amount of the
28 first year’s retirement allowance. The yearly retire-
29 ment allowance to be paid to such person shall be a
30 sum equal to one half of the regular annual compen-
31 sation received by him during the last year of service,
32 and an additional amount equal to two per cent of said
33 annual compensation for each year of creditable service
34 after the first twenty, the total amount of said yearly
35 allowance not to exceed four fifths of the regular an-
36 nual compensation received by such person during
37 the last year of service and the total amount of the
38 allowance to be reduced by one twelfth of one per cent
39 for each full month by which the date of retirement
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40 precedes the last day in the month in which such person
41 will attain age sixty-five; and provided, that the pro-
42 visions of subdivision (3) of section ten shall apply.

1 Section 3. Any provisions in chapter thirty-two
2 of the General Laws to the contrary notwithstanding,
3 any member of the general court who was elected to
4 fill an unexpired term during the years nineteen
5 hundred and forty-five and nineteen hundred and
6 forty-six shall be credited for the full term of cred-
7 itable service as a member of the general court for said
8 two years; provided, that he has applied for and been
9 admitted to membership in the state employees’ re-

10 tirement system in accordance with the provisions of
11 section three of chapter five hundred and eighty-nine
12 of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight.

1 Section 4. Section 3 of chapter 589 of the acts of
2 1948 is hereby amended by striking out the last sen-
3 tence and inserting in place thereof the following: —
4 The retirement allowance of any such member who is
5 a constitutional officer, or a member of the general
6 court or a member of the executive council shall be
7 determined as provided in section twenty-eight D or
8 section twenty-eight E of said chapter thirty-two of
9 the General Laws, notwithstanding any limitations in 

10 the amount paid for such creditable service.
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