
SENATE No. 79
To accompany the petition of Ruth Mclntire, William E. Nolen 

and others for legislation relative to the membership of recreation 
commissions in cities and towns and providing that two or more 
towns may establish joint commissions. Cities.

€be Commontoealtt) of e^aggacJjusettg
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n A ct  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  r e c r e a t i o n

COMMISSIONS IN CITIES AND TOWNS AND PROVIDING 

THAT TWO OR MORE TOWNS MAY ESTABLISH JOINT 

COMMISSIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, asfolloivs:

1 Chapter 45 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 14, as appearing in the Ter-
3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section : —
5 Section 1J+. Any city or town may acquire land
6 and buildings within its limits by gift or purchase,
7 or by eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine,
8 or may lease the same, or may use suitable land or
9 buildings already owned by it, for the purposes of a

10 public playground or recreation centre, and may
11 conduct and promote recreation, play, sport and
12 physical education, for which admission may be
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13 charged, on such land and in such buildings, and
14 may construct buildings on land owned or leased by
15 it and may provide equipment for said purposes.
16 Buildings so acquired, leased or constructed may be
17 used also for town meetings, and, with the consent of,
18 and subject to the conditions and terms prescribed
19 by, the officer or board in control of the building,
20 may be used by the municipality, or by any de-
21 partment thereof, or by any person, society or other
22 organization for such other public, recreational, social
23 or educational purposes as the said officer or board
24 may deem proper. For the purposes aforesaid, any
25 city or town may appropriate money, and may em-
26 ploy teachers, supervisors and other officers, and may
27 fix their compensation. Except in Boston and except
28 as to the making of appropriations, the powers con-
29 ferred by this section shall be exercised by the board
30 of park commissioners, or by the school committee,
31 or by the planning board, or by a playground or
32 recreation commission appointed by the mayor in
33 a city, or by the selectmen or town moderator in a
34 town, or elected by the voters of the town at a town
35 meeting ; or may be distributed among the board of
36 park commissioners, the school committee, the
37 planning board and such playground or recreation
38 commission, or among any two or more of them; or
39 they may be exercised by a committee consisting of
40 one member each designated by all or any one of said
41 boards or commissions, together with two or more
42 members at large appointed by the mayor or select-
43 men or town moderator, or elected by the voters,
44 accordingly as the city council or the town may
45 decide. Any municipal officer or board authorized
46 to exercise any of the powers conferred by this section
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47 may conduct its activities on property under its
48 control, on other public property under the control
49 of other public officers or boards, with the consent
50 of such officers or boards, or on private property,
51 with the consent of the owners. Two or more towns
52 may severally vote to establish co-operative arrange-
53 ments between those towns for the provision and
54 operation of recreational facilities and programs of
55 mutual benefit to their citizens. The management
56 and control of such facilities and programs and the
57 apportionment of the expenses for their maintenance
58 and support shall be provided for by the authorized
59 recreation agencies of the participating towns. The
60 provisions of section fifteen or sixteen shall not be
61 construed to apply to any city or town because of
62 any action taken under this section.




