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To accompany the petition of George J. F v̂ans for legislation to 

make certain changes in the employment security law. Labor and 
Industries.

€bc Commontuealtb of 6@assarfmsetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act making certain changes in the employment

SECURITY LAW.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act, which
2 in part is to bring the provisions of the employment
3 security law in conformity with the recent amend-
4 ments to the United States Internal Revenue Code,
5 would tend to prevent the proper administration of
6 the employment security law ; therefore, it is declared
7 to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
8 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 151A of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
3 685 of the acts of 1941, is hereby amended by striking
4 out paragraph (s) (1).

1 Section 2. Section 14 of said chapter 151A is
2 hereby further amended by striking out lines 1 to 7,
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3 inclusive, and inserting in place thereof the follow-
4 ing: —  Section 14- Each employer shall make con-
5 tributions for each year at the applicable rate as
6 set forth in this section on so much of his pay roll
7 as is subject to this chapter; provided, that for the
8 purposes of this section the term “ wages” shall not
9 include (1) that part of the remuneration which, after

10 remuneration equal to three thousand dollars has
11 been paid to an individual with respect to employment
12 during any calendar year, is paid to such individual
13 prior to January first, nineteen hundred and forty-
14 eight, with respect to employment during such calendar
15 year; (2) that part of the remuneration which, after
16 remuneration equal to three thousand dollars with
17 respect to employment has been paid to an individual
18 during any calendar year after nineteen hundred
19 and forty-seven, is paid to such individual during
20 such calendar year.

1 Section 3. Subsection 14 (a) of said chapter 151A
2 is hereby amended by striking out all after the word
3 “ cent”  in the third line and placing after the word
4 “ cent”  a period, so that said subsection shall read as
5 follows: —  (a) If no rate of contribution under
6 subsection (b) of this section applies, each employer
7 shall make contributions for each year at the rate of
8 two and seven tenths per cent.

1 Section 4. Section 44 of said chapter 151A is
2 hereby amended by striking out subsection (b) and
3 inserting in place thereof the following subsection: —
4 (b) The director shall maintain suitable records
5 for each employee on which may be recorded that
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6 part of his quarterly wages subject to contributions
7 and such other pertinent information as the director
8 may prescribe.

1 Section 5. Section 46 of chapter 151A of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 685
3 of the acts of 1941, is hereby amended by adding at
4 the end thereof the following subsection:
5 (a) All information transmitted to the director
6 or his duly authorized representative pursuant to
7 this chapter shall be absolutely privileged and shall
8 not be made the subject matter or basis in any action
9 of slander or libel in any court of the commonwealth.

1 Section 6. Section 15 of chapter 151A of the
2 General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
3 685 of the acts of 1941, and as amended by chapter
4 373 of the acts of 1943, is hereby amended by striking
5 out subsection (b) and inserting in place thereof the
6 following: —
7 (b) The director may collect such overdue amounts,
8 together with such interest or penalty, in an action
9 of contract or by petition for entry of judgment in

10 the name of the commonwealth commenced within
11 four years from January thirty-first next succeeding
12 the last day of the calendar year in which wages were
13 paid.
14 Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection,
15 if the director believes that the collection of con-
16 tributions, interest or penalty will be jeopardized
17 by delay, he may in his discretion commence an action
18 of contract to collect such amounts at any time
19 prior to January thirty-first next succeeding the
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last day of the calendar year in which wages were 
paid, without regard to the date on which such con
tributions are due.

If an employer has failed to give notice to the 
director of the fact, not otherwise determined, that 
he believes he is subject to the provisions of this 
chapter and to request a determination of his liability, 
or if an employer has failed to file the wage and con
tribution reports required of him under this chapter 
showing the amounts of such wages and the contribu
tion due thereon, or has filed false reports as to the 
amounts of such wages with intent to defraud, then 
the provisions of this subsection shall not apply and 
the director may bring an action of contract at any 
time for all periods, without regard to the year in 
which wages were paid.

Actions brought under this subsection shall be 
given precedence over other civil cases except petitions 
for review arising under section forty-two.


