
SENATE No. 279

To accompany the petition of John E. Powers for legislation to 
further define the rights and privileges of cities, towns and housing 
authorities under the housing authority law. Mercantile Affairs.

Cöe Commontoealtf) of Q^asgacfcumts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n A ct to  a m e n d  t h e  h o u s in g  a u t h o r it y  l a w  to

FURTHER DEFINE THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF 

CITIES, TOWNS AND HOUSING AUTHORITIES THEREUNDER.

1 Whereas, An acute shortage of housing exists in
2 many of the cities and towns of the commonwealth,
3 and on account of such shortage many veterans are
4 unable to obtain shelter for themselves and their
5 families, and this shortage is likely to continue for a
6 substantial period of time; and inability to obtain
7 adequate shelter will cause suffering and disease
8 among such veterans unless such shortage is relieved,
9 and this condition has created a public exigency

10 making the provisions of this act, in order to alleviate
11 such shortage an immediate public necessity; there-
12 fore this act is declared to be an emergency law,
13 necessary for the immediate preservation of the
14 public health and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 26NN of chapter 121 of the General Laws,
2 as inserted by section 3 of chapter 200 of the acts of
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1948, is hereby amended by adding at the end of the 
second sentence thereof the following:-- provided, 
however, that the board shall not, as a condition to 
assistance hereunder, require a city, town or housing 
authority to waive, modify or abandon any right or 
privilege under general or special laws, mandatory 
or permissive, which said city, town or housing au
thority has or may acquire; nor shall the board 
make any rule or regulation under such contract or 
the housing authority law which will in any way 
cause oi- require a city, town or housing authority 
to waive, modify or abandon such right or privilege, -  
so as to read as follows: —  Each such contract shall 
contain such limitations as to the development cost 
of the project and administrative and maintenance 
costs, and such other provisions as the board may 
require; provided, however, that the board shall 
not, as a condition to assistance hereunder, require 
a city, town or housing authority to waive, modify 
or abandon any right or privilege under general or 
special laws, mandatory or permissive, which said 
city, town or housing authority has or may acquire; 
nor shall the board make any rule or regulation under 
such contract or the housing authority law which 
will in any way cause or require a city, town or housing 
authority to waive, modify or abandon such right 
or privilege.


