
SENATE No. 289
To accompany the petition of William T. Shinnick and others for 

legislation to amend the law relative to veterans’ benefits so as to 
provide for needy parents instead of dependent parents. Military' 
Affairs and Public Safety.

Cbc Commonüiealtö of a^assacfjusetts
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An A ct to a m e n d  t h e  l a w  r e l a t iv e  to v e t e r a n s ’
BENEFITS, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR NEEDY PARENTS 
INSTEAD OF DEPENDENT PARENTS.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 

in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:
1 Section 1 of chapter 115 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting before the words
3 “mother” and “ father” in the fourth line under the
4 definition of “ Dependent”, as appearing in section 1
5 of chapter 584 of the acts of 1946, the word; — needy,
6 — so that said definition of “ Dependent” will read as
7 follows: — “ Dependent”, the wife, widow, child,
8 needy mother or needy father of a veteran, as herein-
9 after defined, including any person who stood in the

10 relationship of a parent to such veteran for the five
11 years next preceding the commencement of his war-
12 time service; provided, that no child of a veteran
13 who is more than eighteen years of age shall be deemed
14 a dependent, unless such child is attending school for
15 the purpose of completing a regulation high school
16 course or its equivalent, or unless he is mentally or
17 physically unable to support himself and his disability
18 existed before he attained that age.
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