
SENATE No. 452
To accompany the petition of Richard IT. Lee that provision be 

made for the construction of an underground garage in the State 
House grounds for the use of vehicles owned or used by State officials 
and members of the General Court. State Administration.

Cöe (CommontoealtJ) of £$assaci)usctt0

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

A n  Act providing for the construction of an un
derground GARAGE IN THE STATE HOUSE GROUNDS.

1 Whereas, There is urgent need for immediate relief
2 from the traffic congestion caused by the great num-
3 ber of motor vehicles parked on the state house
4 grounds and on the streets adjacent thereto, and as
5 the deferred operation of this act would tend to de-
6 feat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
7 an emergency act necessary for the immediate pres-
8 ervation of the public safety and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Massachusetts public building
2 commission is hereby authorized and directed to pre-
3 pare plans and specifications for the construction of
4 an underground garage in the rear of the east wing
5 of the state house, in the area bounded by Bowdoin
6 street, Derne street, the rear extension of the state
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7 house, and Mount Vernon street, said garage to be
8 on two levels connected by ramps, with entrance and
9 exit on such street or streets as may expedite the flow

10 of traffic and the effective use of said garage, together
11 with the necessary facilities and appurtenances there-
12 for to provide parking accommodations for the motor
13 vehicles of the commonwealth which are used by
14 state officials occupying offices at the state house, or
15 by the privately owned vehicles of said officials and
16 of members of the general court.
17 In the construction of this garage a portion of the
18 space now used as a coal pocket may be used for a
19 garage provided it does not interfere with adequate
20 provision for providing fuel for the heating plant of
21 the state house.
22 On completion of the construction the surface of
23 the grounds above the garage shall be restored to a
24 condition similar to that now obtaining with statuary,
25 grass and trees at a level approximately that of
26 Mount Vernon Street where it adjoins the area.
27 For the preparation of such plans said commission
28 may expend such sums, not exceeding dol-
29 lars, as may be appropriated therefor.

1 Section 2. Upon the completion of the plans au-
2 thorized by section one, the Massachusetts public
3 building commission shall turn the same over to the
4 state department of public works, hereinafter called
5 the department. Upon receipt of said plans said de-
6 partment is hereby authorized and directed to con-
7 struct a garage with the necessary facilities and ap-
8 purtenances therefor. Said garage shall be for the
9 use of motor vehicles owned by the commonwealth 

10 and by members of the general court.
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1 Section 3. To meet the expenditures necessary
2 in carrying out the provisions of section two of this
3 act, the state treasurer, upon the request of said de-
4 partment and in each instance with the approval of
5 the governor and council, shall issue and sell at public
6 or private sale bonds of the commonwealth, regis-
7 tered or with interest coupons attached, as he may
8 deem best, to an amount to be specified by said de-
9 partment from time to time but not exceeding, in the

10 aggregate, the sum of dollars. All bonds
11 issued by the commonwealth aforesaid shall be desig-
12 nated on their face “ State House Garage, 1949” and
13 shall be on the serial payment plan for such term of
14 years, not exceeding ten years, as the governor may
15 recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3
16 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitu-
17 tion of the commonwealth, the maturities thereof to
18 be so arranged that the amount payable each year
19 other than the final year shall be as nearly equal as
20 in the opinion of the state treasurer it is practicable
21 to make them. Said bonds shall bear interest semi-
22 annually at such rate as the state treasurer with the
23 approval of the governor shall fix.
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