
SENATE No. 453

To accompany the petition of Kalph Lerche for legislation to abolish 
the boards of trustees of certain mental institutions and creating an 
advisory council in the Department of Mental Health. State Ad
ministration.

Cbe Commontoealtb of ^aosacbuoctts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An A ct  p r o v id in g  f o r  t h e  a b o l it io n  o f  t h e  b o a r d s  o f

TRUSTEES OF CERTAIN MENTAL INSTITUTIONS AND CRE

ATING AN ADVISORY COUNCIL IN THE DEPARTMENT OF 

MENTAL HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out sections 5 and 6, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section: -
5 Section 5. There shall be an advisory council of
6 seven members to be appointed by the governor, sub-
7 ject to the approval of the council, one for a term of
8 one year, one for a term of two years, one for a term
9 of three years, one for a term of four years, one for a

10 term of five years, one for a term of six years, and one
11 for a term of seven years, and thereafter one each year
12 for the term of seven years. Vacancies may be filled
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13 in the same manner for any unexpired term. The
14 chairman of the council shall be designated by the
15 governor. The advisory council shall assist the com-
16 missioner of mental health in the administration of
17 the affairs of the department. Each member shall re-
18 ceive compensation at a rate of twenty-five dollars per
19 diem, for each day served, but not to exceed in any
20 event twelve hundred and fifty dollars per year. Their
21 duties shall be to visit the institutions of the depart-
22 ment, advise the commissioner in matters affecting
23 the department and perform such duties as may be
24 performed by the boards of trustees of the institutions
25 of the department. The council shall also approve
26 recommendations of the commissioner of mental health
27 for the position of superintendent or manager of the
28 institutions of the department and shall have the power
29 to recommend transfer of superintendents after seven
30 years consecutive service in any institution to another
31 institutions in the department.


