
SENATE .... No. 525
Taken from the files of the preceding General Court by an order

offeied by Senator Innes) jointly adopted. ConstitutionalLaw.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

Proposal for a legislative amendment of the con-
stitution TO PROVIDE THAT THE NUMBER OF SIGNA-

TURES OF QUALIFIED VOTERS ON AN INITIATIVE OR

REFERENDUM PETITION BE CHANGED AND CERTAIN

OTHER CHANGES RELATIVE TO LEGISLATIVE PROCEDURE.

1 A joint session of the Senate and House of Repre-
-2 sentatives hereby declares it to be expedient to alter
3 the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become
5 a part of the Constitution, if similarly agreed to in a
6 joint session of the next General Court and approved
7 by the people at the state election next following;

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

1 Section 1. Article XLVIII of the Amendments to
2 the Constitution is hereby amended by striking out
3 section 2, under the heading “the initiative. IV.
4 Legislative Action on Proposed Constitutional Amend-
-5 ments.” , and inserting in place thereof the following;
6 Section 2. Joint Session. - If a proposal for a
7 specific amendment of the constitution is introduced
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8 into the general court by initiative petition signed in
9 the aggregate by not less than such number of voters

10 as will equal three per cent of the entire vote cast for
11 governor at the preceding biennial state election, or if
12 in case of a proposal for amendment introduced into
13 the general court by a member of either house, con-
-14 sideration thereof in joint session is called for by vote
15 of either house, such proposal shall, not later than the
16 second Wednesday in May, be laid before a joint
17 session of the two houses, at which the president of
18 the senate shall preside; and if the two houses fail to
19 agree upon a time for holding any joint session hereby
20 required, or fail to continue the same from time to
21 time until final action has been taken upon all amend-
-22 ments pending, the governor shall call such joint ses-
-23 sion or continuance thereof.

1 Section 2. Section lof that part of said Article
2 XLVIII, under the heading “the initiative. V.
3 Legislative Action on Proposed Laws.”, is hereby
4 amended by striking out said section and inserting in
5 place thereof the following:
6 Section 1. Legislative Procedure. —lf an initiative
7 petition for a law is introduced into the general court,
8 signed in the aggregate by not less than such number
9 of voters as will equal three per cent of the entire vote

10 cast for governor at the preceding biennial state elec-
-11 tion, a vote shall be taken by yeas and nays in both
12 houses before the first Wednesday of May upon the
13 enactment of such law in the form in which it stands
14 in such petition. If the general court fails to enact
15 such law before the first Wednesday of May, and if
16 such petition is completed by filing with the secretary
17 of the commonwealth, not earlier than the first
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18 Wednesday of the following June nor later than the
19 first Wednesday of the following July, a number of
20 signatures of qualified voters equal in number to not
21 less than one half of one per cent of the entire vote
22 cast for governor at the preceding biennial state elec-
-23 tion, in addition to those signing such initiative peti-
-24 tion, which signatures must have been obtained after
25 the first Wednesday of May aforesaid, then the secre-
-26 tary of the commonwealth shall submit such pro-
-27 posed law to the people at the next state election. If
28 it shall be approved by voters equal in number to at
29 least thirty per cent of the total number of ballots
30 cast at such state election and also by a majority of
31 the voters voting on such law, it shall become law
32 and shall take effect in thirty days after such state
33 election or at such time after such election as may be
34 provided in such law.

1 Section 3. Section 2of that part of said Article
2 XLVIII, under the heading “the initiative. V.
3 Legislative Action on Proposed Laws.” , is hereby
4 amended by striking out said section and inserting in
5 place thereof the following:
6 Section 2. Amendment hy Petitioners. —lf the
7 general court fails to pass a proposed law before the
8 first Wednesday of May, a majority of the first ten
9 signers of the initiative petition therefor shall have

10 the right, subject to certification by the attorney-
-11 general filed as hereinafter provided, to amend the
12 measure which is the subject of such petition. An
13 amendment so made shall not invalidate any signature
14 attached to the petition. If the measure so amended,
15 signed by a majority of the first ten signers, is filed
16 with the secretary of the commonwealth before the



SENATE No. 525. [Feb.4

17 first Wednesday of the following June, together with
18 a certificate signed by the attorney-general to the
19 effect that the amendment made by such proposers is
20 in his opinion perfecting in its nature and does not
21 materially change the substance of the measure, and
22 if such petition is completed by filing with the secretary
23 of the commonwealth, not earlier than the first
24 Wednesday of the following June nor later than the
25 first Wednesday of the following July, a number of
26 signatures of qualified voters equal in number to not
27 less than one half of one per cent of the entire vote
28 cast for governor at the preceding biennial state
29 election in addition to those signing such initiative
30 petition, which signatures must have been obtained
31 after the first Wednesday of May aforesaid, then the
32 secretary of the commonwealth shall submit the meas-
-33 ure to the people in its amended form.

1 Section 4. Section 3of that part of said Article
2 XLVIII, under the heading “the referendum. 111.
3 Referendum Petitions.”, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the sentence “If such petition is completed by
5 filing with the secretary of the commonwealth not
6 later than ninety days after the law which is the sub-
-7 ject of the petition has become law the signatures of
8 not less than fifteen thousand qualified voters of the
9 commonwealth, then the operation of such law shall

10 be suspended, and the secretary of the commonwealth
11 shall submit such law to the people at the next state
12 election, if thirty days intervene between the date
13 when such petition is filed with the secretary of the
14 commonwealth and the date for holding such state
15 election; if thirty days do not so intervene, then
16 such law shall be submitted to the people at the next
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17 following state election, unless in the meantime it shall
18 have been repealed; and if it shall be approved by a
19 majority of the qualified voters voting thereon, such
20 law shall, subject to the provisions of the constitution,
21 take effect in thirty days after such election, or at
22 such time after such election as may be provided in
23 such law; if not so approved such law shall be null
24 and void; but no such law shall be held to be disap-
-25 proved if the negative vote is less than thirty per cent
26 of the total number of ballots cast at such state elec-
-27 tion.” and inserting in place thereof the following
28 sentence: If such petition is completed by filing
29 with the secretary of the commonwealth not later
30 than ninety days after the law which is the subject
31 of the petition has become law a number of signatures
32 of qualified voters equal in number to not less than
33 two per cent of the entire vote cast for governor at
34 the preceding biennial state election, then the opera-
-35 tion of such law shall be suspended, and the secretary
36 of the commonwealth shall submit such law to the
37 people at the next state election, if sixty days inter-
-38 vene between the date when such petition is filed
39 with the secretary of the commonwealth and the date
40 for holding such state election: if sixty days do not
41 so intervene, then such law shall be submitted to the
42 people at the next following state election, unless in
43 the meantime it shall have been repealed; and if it
44 shall be approved by a majority of the qualified voters
45 voting thereon, such law shall, subject to the pro-
-46 visions of the constitution, take effect in thirty days
47 after such election, or at such time after such election
48 as may be provided in such law; if not so approved
49 such law shall be null and void; but no such law shall
50 be held to be disapproved if the negative vote is less
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51 than thirty per cent of the total number of ballots
52 cast at such state election.

1 Section 5. Section 4of that part of said Article
2 XLVIII, under the heading “the referendum. 111.
3 Referendum, Petitions.”, is hereby amended by striking
4 out the words “If such petition filed as aforesaid is
5 completed by filing with the secretary of the common-
-6 wealth not later than ninety days after the lawr which
7 is the subject of the petition has become law the sig-
-8 natures of not less than ten thousand qualified voters
9 of the commonwealth protesting against such law and

10 asking for a referendum thereon, then the secretary
11 of the commonwealth shall submit such law to the
12 people at the next state election, if thirty days inter-
-13 vene between the date when such petition is filed with
14 the secretary of the commonwealth and the date for
15 holding such state election. If thirty days do not so
16 intervene, then it shall be submitted to the people at
17 the next following state election, unless in the mean-
-18 time it shall have been repealed ; and if it shall not be
19 approved by a majority of the qualified voters voting
20 thereon, it shall, at the expiration of thirty days after
21 such election, be thereby repealed; but no such law
22 shall be held to be disapproved if the negative vote is
23 less than thirty per cent of the total number of ballots
24 cast at such state election.” and inserting in place
25 thereof the following: If such petition filed as afore-
-26 said is completed by filing with the secretary of the
27 commonwealth not later than ninety days after the
28 law which is the subject of the petition has become
29 law a number of signatures of qualified voters equal
30 in number to not less than one and one half per cent
31 of the entire vote cast for governor at the preceding
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32 biennial state election protesting against such law33 and asking for a referendum thereon, then the secre--34 tary of the commonwealth shall submit such law to
35 the pe °P le at the liext state election, if sixty days36 intervene between the date when such petition is filed37 with the secretary of the commonwealth and the date38 for holding such state election. If sixty days do not39 so intervene, then it shall be submitted to the people40 at the next following state election, unless in the
41 meantime it shall have been repealed; and if it shall
42 not be approved by a majority of the qualified voters43 voting thereon, it shall, at the expiration of thirty
44 days after such election, be thereby repealed; but no45 such law shall be held to be disapproved if the nega--4b tive vote is less than thirty per cent of the total number47 of ballots cast at such state election.
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