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Fellow Senators.
The honor which you have conferred upon me is ac-

cepted with a feeling of profound gratitude and humility.
Your decision in selecting me as the presiding officer of
this august body commands to you Senators my solemn
promise to serve to the utmost of my ability, and to that
end, I dedicate my every act and effort to be faithful, im-
partial and honorable.

This session of the Great and General Court of Massa-
chusetts, the business of which we shall shortly undertake,
commemorates one year hence, the 170th anniversary of
the establishment of the Massachusetts constitution. Our
Commonwealth still retains, with some important amend-
ments, its constitution of 1780. Our early state constitu-
tion was framed at a time of great popular confidence in
elected legislatures, and American state government took
form from and is governed by such an organic act. Its
true effectiveness has been lost in the passing years as
legislatures were tempted into passing unrepresentative
legislation or yielding to special influences.

Mindful therefore of our heritage, we must, from the
results of our forthcoming deliberations and decisions in
the ensuing legislative term, protect the dignity of our
assembly, preserve and maintain the effectiveness of our
government and institutions, and adjust such inequalities
that will enhance the betterment of society as will best
conform to the high standards prevailing in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.
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Most of our time in this session will be given to the
application of democratic principles, with righteous motive
and unselfish intent by us, which we believe will be for the
well being of our citizenry. In a sense, we are the direc-
tors of a great corporate body. Our primary duty is to
develop the necessary functions of clean, wdxolesome, sen-
sible laws; the kind that inspires the support and confi-
dence of our citizen stockholders. Though the present
era is productive of innumerable political philosophies,
let us resolve to be less occupied with theories, and hew
to the sound principles of government that will keep our
Commonwealth in the forefront for generations to come.

I ask the Almighty God for His help and guidance.


