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SENATE .... No. 649
To accompany the petition of Thomas E. Linehan, James F. Condon

and John E. Powers that the city of Boston be authorized to construct
and to maintain a viaduct over and across the passage of water known
as the “Back Way” in lower Boston Harbor, between Long Island
and Moon Island, and its approaches on both Long Island and Moon
Island. Cities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act to authorize the city of boston to construct
AND TO MAINTAIN A VIADUCT OVER AND ACROSS THE
PASSAGE OF WATER KNOWN AS THE “BACK WAY

”

IN

LOWER BOSTON HARBOR, BETWEEN LONG ISLAND AND
MOON ISLAND, AND ITS APPROACHES ON BOTH LONG

ISLAND AND MOON ISLAND.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The city ofBoston is hereby authorized
2 to construct as a highway a new viaduct over and
3 across the passage of water known as the “Back
4 Way” in the lower Boston harbor between Long
5 Island and Moon Island; shall construct approaches
6 to said viaduct on each end thereof; may take by
7 eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the
8 General Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise,
9 such public or private lands for the approaches to said
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10 viaduct as it may deem necessary for carrying out the
11 provisions of this act, and shall cause all lands so
12 acquired to be properly filled and graded.

1 Section 2. The approach to said viaduct on the
2 Moon Island side shall be laid out and constructed
3 from Dorchester street, Squantum, extending east-
-4 erly and northeasterly to the westerly abutment of
5 the viaduct on Moon Island. The approach to said
6 viaduct on the Long Island side shall be laid out and
7 constructed from the main buildings of Long Island
8 hospital extending westerly to the easterly abutment
9 of said viaduct, and the city shall construct said

10 approaches immediately before, at the time of, or,
11 immediately after completion of said viaduct.

1 Section 3. Said viaduct shall be suitable for all
2 purposes of ordinary travel; shall be built not less
3 than thirty-one feet in width over-all; and with
4 masonry piers and abutments and with masonry or
5 steel superstructure, according to plans to be deter-
-6 mined by said city acting by and through the com-
-7 missioner of institutions; shall be constructed and
8 maintained subject to the provisions of chapter ninety-
-9 one of the General Laws and of all other general laws

10 which now are or hereafter may be in force relating
11 to bridges over tide water; except that no compensa-
-12 tion for displacement of tide water, or for occupying
13 any lands or flats of the commonwealth, shall be
14 required from the city of Boston.

1 Section 4. The cost of designing, laying-out and
2 construction of said viaduct and its approaches and
3 the salaries of all employees of said city and including
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4 all other work and all other expenses incurred in
5 carrying out the provisions of this act, shall be deemed
6 the cost of construction of said viaduct and shall be
7 paid by said city of Boston.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of meeting the ex-

-2 penses of constructing the viaduct herein authorized,
3 including the land, the city of Boston may borrow,
4 inside the statutory limit of indebtedness, from time
5 to time within a period of five years from the effective
6 date of this act, such sums as may be necessary, not
7 exceeding in the aggregate one million two hundred
8 and fifty thousand dollars, and may issue bonds or

9 notes therefor which shall bear on their face the
10 City of Boston Back Way Viaduct Loan, Act of 1949.
11 Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan
12 and such loans shall be paid in not more than twenty
13 years. Except as herein provided, indebtedness in-
-14 curred hereunder shall be subject to the laws relative
15 to the incurring of debt by said city, including section
16 seven of chapter forty-four of the General Laws.

1 Section 6. Said viaduct and its approaches shall
2 be maintained by the city of Boston through its
3 institutions department, and the commissioner of
4 institutions shall exclusively authorize poles, wires or

5 other structures to be placed on any part of or all of
6 the same, in such places as he may deem proper; and
7 no damages shall be recovered in any action at law
8 by reason of any defect or want of repairs in any
9 part of said viaduct and its approaches.

1 Section 7. Any person entitled by law to any
2 damages for the taking of land or injury to his prop-
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erty under authority of this act may have such dam-
ages determined by a jury in the superior court for the
county of Suffolk, according to provisions of chapter
seventy-nine of the General Laws.

3
4

Section 8. This act shall take effect upon its
passage.


