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C&e Commontoealtfj of Qgasgacfjusetto

June 8, 1949.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.
1. Created by chapter 67 of the Resolves of 1943, and

subsequently revived and continued in 1945, 1946, 1947
and 1948, the last revival and continuance being author-
ized by chapter 61 of the Resolves of 1948, this Commis-
sion, originally created as a result of the Cocoanut Grove
disaster of November 28, 1942, has, with the help of
all parties at interest, both public and private, given
intensive study to the subject matters which have been
referred to it, particularly those matters relating to
building codes and electrical codes and explosions in
manholes and underground cavities. No time has been
spared and full advantage has been taken of offers of
assistance from qualified persons whether in the public
service or in their capacities as private individuals.

2. Naturally our greatest attention has been directed
toward the subject matters contained in chapter 143 of
the General Laws relating to the erection, alteration and
inspection of buildings, and to chapter 148 of the General
Laws relating to the prevention of fires and explosions.
In presenting herewith our recommendations for legis-
lation we have attempted to analyze the conditions sur-
rounding the need for such legislation and to give our
interpretation of the intent of the legislation proposed.

3. The volume of work being submitted to the super-
visor of plans in the Department of Public Safety indi-
cates that in the very near future the services of more
than one supervisor of plans in the Department will be
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required if the work is to be handled expeditiously. This
means that it will be necessary to amend section 15 of
chapter 143 of the General Laws so that it will provide
for more than one supervisor of plans. To accomplish
this result we submit herewith Appendix A (page 21).

4. In 1947, section 3K was inserted in chapter 143 of
the General Laws to further facilitate the use of the
newer materials and the newer types and methods of con-
struction of buildings for dwelling places in the instances
in which the use of such materials or types and methods
of construction are prohibited by local building codes,
and the Board of Standards has provided no alternatives
under the power given to it in section 3J. Linder the
provisions of section 3K an inspector must issue a permit
or a certificate if the applicant submits a statement in
writing certified by a registered engineer. Objection has
been offered that all registered engineers are not qualified
to certify to such statements. After considerable study
in an effort to overcome this objection, we believe that,
instead of certifying to a statement that the registered
engineer shall furnish an affidavit in writing, portions
of such plans and specifications which fail to comply
with the local building code and for which the Board of
Standards has promulgated no alternatives nevertheless
provide adequate performance for the purpose for which
their use is intended, such adequate performance to be
determined in conformity to such accepted standards
of engineering practice. It is our belief that only a quali-
fied engineer will be willing to furnish such an affidavit.
To accomplish this result we offer the legislation con-
tained in Appendix B (page 24).

5. Ever since the Cocoanut Grove disaster this Com-
mission has been trying to find a solution for the proper
use of revolving doors in buildings subject to the provi-
sions of chapter 143, and from time to time we have
offered legislation and amendments of a progressive
nature to meet, in a practical way, the problem involved.
We remain strongly of the opinion that revolving doors
as a means of immediate egress from a place of assembly
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are highly dangerous, and we propose no change in the
legislation controlling their use in buildings containing
places of assembly. Our further studies have, however,
convinced us that changes in the laws relating to the
use of revolving doors in other buildings are warranted
at this time. It is our conclusion that so long as sufficient
egress is provided at each particular point of egress in
these buildings the use of revolving doors should be per-
mitted. It seems to us, however, that the responsibility
for the proper and safe operation and maintenance of
such doors should rest in the person who has the control
of them, whether he be the owner, the lessee or the mort-
gagee in possession. To accomplish this purpose we offer
the legislation contained in Appendix C (page 26).

6. The question as to whether there should be a uni-
form electrical code regulating the installation, mainte-
nance and repair of electrical wiring for heating, lighting
and power purposes has been under consideration by this
Commission for at least three years. Along with this
question is a further one as to whether such a code should
be mandatory upon every city, town or other subdivision
of the Commonwealth. We believe that the time has now
come when we are in a position to make positive recom-
mendations relating to such a code. There should be a
uniform electrical code, and it should be mandatory upon
every political subdivision of the Commonwealth. In our
opinion a proper solution of this problem involves the
registration of both master electricians and journeymen
electricians and the State Examiners of Electricians.

7. Although created in 1915 as a separate agency, the
State Examiners of Electricians were, four years later,
placed in the Division of Registration of the Department
of Civil Service. This was not an illogical move. Being
a new venture with few practical guides, the nature of the
membership of the Board was not unreasonable at that
time.

8. But today, with the experience of thirty-four years
behind us, and with the tremendous progress in the field
of electricity and electrical wiring, it would seem that the
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State Examiners of Electricians are not only out of place
in the Division of Registration but the nature of its
membership was long ago obsolete.

9. If we are to have a uniform electrical code there
must be a competent body to promulgate it and to alter,
amend and add to it from time to time if it is to be kept
up to date. This means that qualifications pertinent to
the field of installation, maintenance and repair of elec-
trical wiring must be taken into consideration in the
make-up of the membership of such a board.

10. In accordance with the growing practice through-
out the country, we believe that the board should be
transferred to the Department of Public Safety, but not
under its control. We believe that, as in the cases of the
Board of Standards and the Board of Fire Prevention
Regulations, this board should be autonomous, and that
in addition to its duty to promulgate and keep up to date
such a uniform electrical code it continue to be the body
to examine and register electricians as it does today.

11. While we have recommended that the board be re-
constituted as to its membership, we nevertheless believe
that in order that there may be no substantial break in
the continuity of its administration the current terms of
the master electrician member and of the journeymen
electrician member be not interfered with, and that the
present executive secretary continue as the executive sec-
retary of the newly constituted board, and that the in-
spectors and other permanent employees under the super-
vision of the board be retained in the transfer.

12. In giving the power to this board to promulgate,
amend, alter or add to a uniform electrical code, a yard-
stick should be furnished beyond which the board may
not go; and this yardstick should provide that the regu-
lations contained in the code shall be in accordance with
the generally accepted standards of engineering practice
as applied to the installation, maintenance and repair of
electrical wiring and equipment for light, heat and power
purposes, and designed to provide the minimum require-
ments for safety in relation to life, fire and explosion. For
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the purpose of reconstituting the membership of the State
Examiners of Electricians we offer the legislation con-
tained herewith in Appendix D (page 27); and for the
purpose of permitting them to promulgate a minimum
uniform electrical code we offer the legislation contained
in Appendix E (page 31).

13. At the present time cities are required to have in-
spectors of wires; but there is no such requirement in
relation to a town, as we believe there should be if an
electrical code is to be mandatory uponevery community
and every political subdivision. While we realize that
some towns might be so small as not to afford an indi-
vidual inspector of wires of its own, such a town should
be permitted to co-operate with neighboring towns to
form a district for the inspection of wires in such a dis-
trict and to spread the cost proportionately among the
towns involved. The legislation to accomplish this result
is contained in Appendix F (page 33).

14. It has been brought to our attention that there ap-
pears to be no general penalty for the violation of the
provisions of sections 3 to 14, inclusive, of chapter 143 of
the General Laws, with the result that there is some
difficulty in enforcing the lawr s in relation to places of
assembly and certain other types of occupancy covered
by these sections. To overcome this condition we recom-
mend that the general penalty provided in section 53 be
amended so that it will apply to sections 3 to 52, inclusive.
The legislation to accomplish this result and to make
minor corrective changes in certain sections of chapter
143 of the General Laws is contained in Appendix G
(page 35).

15. We have found there appears to be little in the
nature of statutory law that at present provides any satis-
factory way of controlling or prohibiting smoking in
theaters, public halls and special halls which legally do
not come under the definition of places of assembly. The
Legislature has been quite careful in providing for the
control of or prohibition against smoking in factories,
workshops, mercantile establishments, docks, wharves



SENATE No. 730. [June10

(/

and warehouses. We believe that there should be similar
regulation of or prohibition against smoking in theaters,
public halls and special halls. Legislation to cover this
point is included in Appendix H (page 41).

16. The Legislature upon our recommendation enacted
a law to provide that all buildings owned or occupied by
the Commonwealth (except the State House), and all
buildings owned or occupied by any political subdivision
of the State, would be required to comply with the pro-
visions of chapter 143 of the General Laws, relative to
erection, alteration and inspection, and with the require-
ments of chapter 148 of the General Laws relative to
fire prevention and explosions, in the same manner as
privately owned buildings must so comply. This act does
not become effective until January 1, 1955. We believe
that this is too great a delay, and we recommend that its
effectiveness be as of January 1, 1952, and provide legis-
lation therefor in Appendix I (page 42).

17. Up to the present time this Commission has made
no recommendation in relation to conditions existing in
the State House, as they might affect the lives and safety
of the public for the reason that we know of no privately
owned building which is put to a comparable use. We do
believe, however, that it is just as important to protect
the lives and safety of the people who have to use the
State House as it is to protect those who have to use any
other buildings in the Commonwealth. In our opinion
the most practical and satisfactory method to assure such
safety seems to be for the Commissioner of Public Safety
to make such recommendations from time to time as he
deems necessary for this purpose to the Commission on
Administration and Finance and to the State Superin-
tendent of Buildings. It would then be the joint responsi-
bility of the Commission on Administration and Finance
and of the State Superintendent of Buildings to see to
it that the recommendations of the Commissioner of Pub-
lic Safety are complied with so that the safety of all con-
cerned shall be protected. To carry this proposal into
effect we submit the legislation contained in Appendix J
(page 43).
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18. On June 4, 1947, this Commission submitted its
third report (Senate, No. 605 of 1947), the principal
objective of which was to expedite much needed housing
accommodations in Massachusetts, to provide means
for keeping down the cost of such construction, and to
give some assurance that such dwelling accommodations
would be reasonably substantially built, and at the same
time provide proper protection for the health and safety
of its ultimate occupants. In that report we said:

Almost from the moment of its creation, this Commission has
recognized that every city and town in the Commonwealth should
have minimum requirements relative to safety, to the prevention of
fire, and to health, sanitation and the prevention of the spread of
disease, all as applied to buildings used for dwelling places. Never-
theless, having in mind the desirability of home rule wherever possible,
the Commission has felt that each city or town should have the rea-
sonable opportunity, as is provided by law, to adopt such require-
ments on its own initiative. Having found, during the course of its
studies, that more than two hundred, and fifty towns had no such
requirements, principally because of the cost of their preparation and
enforcement and the lack of available competent local personnel to
prepare them, the Commission recommended and the General Court
enacted legislation (chapter 423 of the Acts of 1946) permitting ad-
joining cities and towns to form a district to provide for the adoption
and enforcement, in such district, of a building code. Likewise recom-
mended and enacted into law are the provisions which permit a city
or town, upon a proper vote, to petition the Board of Standards in
the Department of Public Safety to prepare and furnish to such city
or town, for acceptance by a proper vote, a building code, electrical
code or other code drafted to meet the particular conditions of the
specific city or town.

Prior to submitting the two recommendations just referred to, this
Commission, during hearings held in various sections of the State in
the past three years, strongly urged that the more than two hundred
and fifty towns which had no such requirements take advantage of
the opportunity offered by these recommendations for the retention
of home rule. It was also pointed out that if such advantage were
not taken seasonably, the time might not be too far distant when the
Legislature might find it necessary to force such minimum require-
ments upon any delinquent town.

Since the enactment of the last-named recommendation only three
towns have petitioned the Board of Standards to prepare and furnish
any such code; and no districts, referred to in the first recommenda-
tion, have been formed. In view of the need for and of the possibility
of the construction of large numbers of dwelling places under local or
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state housing programs, such reluctance on the part of towns seems
to require the immediate consideration by the Legislature of the
question of prodding the towns into action and of forcing minimum
requirements in the nature of building codes upon those towns which
fail to act of their own accord. In order to accomplish such a result,
and to do all possible in avoiding increasing costs, the Commission
recommends the legislation proposed in Appendix A.

Under the terms of this proposal the clerk of each city and town is
required, forthwith upon the effective date, to forward to the Board
of Standards in the Department of Public Safety complete certified
copies of any ordinances, by-laws or regulations of such city or town
which may be considered as building codes for the purposes of safety,
fire prevention or the preservation of health; and if there be no such
ordinances, by-laws or regulations the clerk of any such city or town
shall so notify the Board of Standards.

If the Board finds that there exist in any such city or town no such
ordinances, by-laws or regulations, or that such ordinances, by-laws
or regulations fail to meet minimum requirements as applied to build-
ings used for dwelling purposes and relating to safety, to the preven-
tion of fire, and to the preservation of health, the Board of Standards
shall thereupon in writing, by registered mail return receipt requested,
direct to the attention of the mayor or other governing body of
the city, or the selectmen of the town, the provisions of section 3 of
chapter 143 of the General Laws, which give the right to such city or
town to adopt such ordinances, by-laws or regulations on its own
initiative, and also give such city or town the right to petition the
Board for a set of regulations in the nature of a building code, electri-
cal or other code. If, after such notification, any such city fails within
six months, or such a town fails at the next annual town meeting, or,
in certain cases, at the second next annual town meeting, to take
advantage of the opportunity to adopt codes of its own accord, or
fails to petition the Board for a set of regulations in the natute of a
code, the Board shall thereupon prepare for such a city or town a set
of regulations in the nature of a building code, whichregulations shall
apply only to buildings or structures used for dwelling purposes.
Such regulations shall be so framed as to meet the peculiar needs of
such city or town, and shall consist of the minimum requirements as
to the inspection, materials, construction, alteration, repair, height,
area, location and use of such buildings or other structures, and shall
be in conformity with accepted standards of engineering practice, of
fire prevention practice, or of public health practice, in relation to
health, sanitation and the prevention of the spread of disease, as such
accepted standards apply to buildings or structures used for dwelling
purposes. The Board shall then file a certified copy of such regula-
tions with the State Secretary and another certified copy with the
city or town clerk; and upon such filing the regulations shall become
effective in such city or town.
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Any such city or town may from time to timealter, amend or repeal
such regulations, except that they may not do so without the approval
of the Board of Standards; and any such alteration, amendment or
repeal, and the approval thereof by said Board, must be filed both
with the State Secretary and the city or town clerk in order to be-
come effective.

19. It will be noted that the proposal just referred to
provides that the regulations issued by the Board of
Standards would become effective immediately upon the
filing of a certified copy with the State Secretary and
another certified copy with the city or town clerk. Un-
fortunately, whether by design or confusion, this provi-
sion was altered so that the regulations cannot become
effective until accepted by a vote of the city council or
by a vote of the town.

20. The failure of the General Court to require each
city and town to have an up-to-date building code ade-
quate for the protection of the health and safety of its
inhabitants has resulted in the construction of housing
accommodations which do not meet the generally recog-
nized minimum standards for dwelling houses. A par-
ticularly unsatisfactory condition existing in the town of
Somerset was recently called to our attention. An on-the-
spot investigation was immediately made by one of our
members in the company of an inspector of the Depart-
ment of Public Safety. This investigation brought out
the fact that the town of Somerset has no building code
whatsoever, and that any enforcement of health laws and
regulations is left to the board of selectmen acting as the
board of health. A housing project of 63 units is being
built in Somerset through private means, many units of
which have already been sold to veterans. The drainage
and the control of sewage in this project are highly un-
satisfactory, and have resulted in a definite health menace
over which the State Department of Public Health has
been forced to take jurisdiction. The materials used are
of the cheapest, the construction is faulty, and fire hazards
appear to abound. To make the corrections which would
render these accommodations barely livable will be a
great expense to some one; we hope that no purchaser is
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compelled to bear that expense. If there had been an
adequate building code in existence in Somerset, the
builder would have been required to comply with at least
the generally accepted minimum requirement for health
and safety; and the present confusion and the undesirable
publicity which has come to the town would have been
obviated and the town would have dwelling houses of
which it might be proud. A less serious situation in a
400-unit project being constructed in the South Wey-
mouth section of the town of Weymouth was likewise
called to our attention. Practically no criticism of the
materials, construction or means of fire prevention can be
levelled at this project. The main fault lies in the lack
of proper drainage and sewerage. This condition is now-
being remedied through the co-operation of the State
Department of Public Health and the health authorities
of the town. Although Weymouth has a building code,
it is apparent that it is not up to date; otherwise proper
drainage and sewrerage wTould have been required origi-
nally, and, probably, without much additional expense.
Similarly bad situations exist in most of the towns in this
Commonwealth in relation to drainage and sewerage and
in relation to sound construction and the protection of
the lives and the safety of their inhabitants. In some of
these towns large housing projects are under way or are
contemplated in the not too far distant future; and if the
future tenants or, owmers of these dwelling accommoda-
tions are to be protected as to health and safety, with a
reasonable assurance that the quality of the materials and
the types or methods of construction are not to be exces-
sive in their cost, it appears to us that something must be
done forthwith.

21. We believe, as wre recommended hi our Third Re-
port, referred to above, and as adopted into law- under the
provisions of section 31 of chapter 143 of the General
Laws, that each city and town should be given the oppor-
tunity and be encouraged to provide proper building codes
for itself or to bring existing building codes up to date.
A reasonable time should be given, as provided in the
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statute, for this purpose; but we sincerely believe as we
recommended in that Third Report, that, if the cities and
towns fail to provide themselves with proper and reason-
able codes for the protection of their own citizens, then
any codes prepared under the provisions of said section
31 by the Board of Standards should become effective
and binding on any city or town upon the filing of a
certified copy with the State Secretary and with the town
or city clerk. To bring this much desired and needed
result about we recommend the legislation contained in
Appendix K (page 44).

22. As a result of an explosion in a plastics processing
plant in Waltham in March of 1948, this Commission
studied the report of the judge of the district court who
conducted the inquest. From its report it was evident
that the “housekeeping” at this plant was negligently
handled. In order to minimize such negligence in “house-
keeping,” this Commission considered the question as
to whether additional statutory legislation would be re-
quired. Our research indicates that under the provisions
of section 9 and certain other sections of chapter 148 of
the General Laws, the Board of Fire Prevention regula-
tions has sufficient authority to promulgate regulations
for the keeping, storage, use, manufacture, sale, handling,
transportation or other disposition of “any substance
having such properties that it may spontaneously, or
acting under the influence of any contiguous substance
or of any chemical or physical agency, ignite, inflame or
generate inflammable or explosive vapors or gases to a
dangerous extent, and may prescribe the location, ma-
terials and construction of buildings to be used for any
of the said purposes.”

23. A check with that Board indicated that no such
regulations were then in existence, whereupon it was
recommended by this Commission to the Board that it
immediately take upon itself the task of promulgating
regulations in relation to the handling and processing of
such plastics. Within a reasonable time that Board did
issue the first regulations issued by any State for this pur-
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pose; and we have the assurance that the Board will add
to, amend or keep those regulations up to date periodi-
cally.

24. Among the matters referred to this Commission
by the 1948 session of the Legislature was an investiga-
tion and study of the various explosions occurring in and
about the Boston Metropolitan area. This matter arose
as a result of explosions that have been occurring over
the years in the various manholes and similar under-
ground structures in and around Boston, and which have
caused considerable flurries of excitement due to the
lifting and the throwing of the covers of these manholes
and underground structures into the air, particularly
in congested areas. There can be little doubt that the
final solution of the explosions is strictly an engineering
problem. Naturally, the first question a commission such
as this has to consider is whether or not additional statu-
tory legislation is necessary to minimize or to eliminate
the dangers involved.

25. Before any conclusion can be reasonably arrived
at in a matter involving engineering problems, it is usually
wise to conduct an investigation and survey by com-
petent persons to determine the causes of such explosions.
Realizing this, this Commission authorized its chairman
to appoint a technical committee on manhole hazards,
to consist of representatives of various agencies, both
public and private, maintaining such manholes or under-
ground structures, including the State Fire Marshal,
representatives of the State Department of Public Safety,
and representatives of municipal departments having
to do with the question of public safety. In accordance
with this instruction your Commission’s chairman, on
July 2, 1948, appointed such a committee consisting of
nearly 30 persons, and directed it to make an inquiry,
on a state-wide basis, to determine the causes of manhole
explosions, to indicate ways in which they might be
eliminated or at least minimized, and, if the committee
saw fit, to make recommendations to this Commission.

26. The Technical Committee on Manhole Hazards
so appointed wasted little time in getting down to its
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work. In its report to this Commission dated March
23, 1949, it stated that in its initial discussions the com-
mittee agreed that “a major premise was that the proba-
bility of having explosions within a subsurface vault or
manhole is dependent on only two factors: (1) that the
vault atmosphere contains a gaseous mixture within the
explosive range, and (2) a coincident source of ignition.”
It also agreed that information relative to the frequency
of such explosions within the State, the number of vaults,
manholes or cavities involved and the information con-
cerning the methods in use at present to minimize the
hazards were basic data necessary to their study. To
get this information a subcommittee was appointed to
frame a questionnaire and send it to all the principal
agencies within the Commonwealth who had within
their responsibilities such subsurface cavities and were
therefore vitally concerned in the problem. Replies to
the questionnaire wT ere received from 194 agencies and
furnished the Technical Committee with valuable infor-
mation not theretofore compiled, and provided the follow-
ing information:

Cavities reported 408,245
Explosions or fires (1938-1948) . . . . . 249
Manholes involved 297
Cases in which personal injury claimed .

.
. . 29 1

Cases in which property damage claimed . . 29 1

Fatalities

27. Since 1929 one of the larger electric utilities com-
panies, with the co-operation of one of the larger gas com-
panies, has been conducting a system of constant testing
and checking to determine the incidence of gaseous mix-
tures in the manholes. A survey truck equipped with
adequate testing apparatus has been in service and
constantly on the job since 1929, testing between ten and
twenty thousand manholes a year. There has been a
great reduction in the number of manholes in which there
has been an incidence of gaseous mixtures from approxi-
mately 3 per cent in 1929 and 1930 to only 0.5 per cent in

1 While the number of cases in which personal injury or property damage was claimed was
the same, 29, it should be pointed out that the same manholes were not necessarily
involved in each category
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1947. The survey further indicates that both the public
and the private agencies maintaining manholes and
subsurface structures have adopted a number of preven-
tive methods to minimize hazards, including regular
manhole inspections to detect the presence of combustible
gases, regular flushing and cleaning to prevent stoppage
and the accumulation of gases, the application of high
potential cable tests to detect possible weaknesses, fre-
quent inspection of transformers, switches, etc., the instal-
lation of protective devices to prevent the flow of elec-
trical energy in a cable in the event of failure, and the
means of increasing ventilation.

28. The report of the Technical Committee says:
The same electrical company has built in a remote part of its system

a test manhole where for many months an extensive series of tests has
been conducted. At this test manhole at the present time there are
in process tests of two patented devices submitted to the Technical
Committee on behalf of two inventors. These tests have not yet
proceeded sufficiently for any conclusions to be drawn.

29. The report indicates that the problem of explosions
in manholes is not at all peculiar to the Boston Metro-
politan area, but in fact such explosions have been
occurring with quite frequent regularity in most of the
larger cities of the United States. Special studies in
these various cities, as well as studies by the U. S. Bureau
of Mines, seem to show that the conditions causing these
explosions are likely to differ in the various cities, and
that there is no pattern generally applicable to all.

30. The Technical Committee’s report to this Com
mission concludes by saying:

As already stated, this Technical Committee has only been in
existence since July 2, 1948, and while it has met frequently and has
collected a substantial amount of information it realizes that the
subject has not been exhausted by this investigation. So far as is
known this is the first time that representatives of the various agen-
cies using sub-surface structures had united in a study of problems
which are common to their enterprises. Whether or not the com-
mittee is continued in existence by some agency of the Legislature or
the state government, it is our purpose to establish some method of
exchanging information on the subject as new developments occur,
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to the end that all agencies may have the advantage of whatever
progress is made in reducing hazards to an absolute minimum.

We can at the present time submit for the consideration of the
Special Commission certain conclusions based upon our inquiries.

We believe that, particularly in congested areas, manholes and
other subsurface structures are generally necessary to provide the
services on which modern civilization depends.

The answers to our questionnaire give convincing evidence that all
agencies using subsurface structures have been vigilant and zealouc
in taking every feasible preventive method to reduce the possibilities
of explosions and fires. It is also apparent in our meetings, at which
all the agencies have been represented, that the agencies will welcome
any improvement in the methods now pursued; that there is no
disposition on the part of any of them to curtail or abandon the forms
of research they are now employing.

Since each type of agency has problems which are peculiar to itself,
the committee believes that there is no easy solution of the problem,
other than constant vigilance and a willingness to take advantage of
whatever improvements and discoveries the future may hold.

31. As pointed out by this Commission in paragraph
number 22 above, when mentioning the authority of the
Board of Fire Prevention Regulations to promulgate regu-
lations for the handling and other disposition of plastics
under the provisions of section 9 of chapter 148 of the
General Laws, we likewise are of the opinion that the
same Board has sufficient authority under that same sec-
tion to promulgate whatever regulations may seem neces-
sary and wise to further control and minimize explosions
in such manholes or subsurface structures. We recom-
mend to that Board that it give such consideration as the
factors may warrant to the possible promulgation of such
regulations.

32. Since it appears that the public and private agen-
cies using such manholes and subsurface structures are
making an earnest attempt to get to the root of the causes
of these explosions, and, in good faith, to further control
and minimize them, this Commission feels that it is in no
position at the present time to recommend legislation to
provide further statutory control. Quoting again from
the conclusions of the Technical Committee, we find that
these agencies say:
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Whether or not the committee is continued in existence by some
agency of the Legislature or the state government, it is our purpose
to establish some method of exchanging information on the subject
as new developments occur, to the end that all agencies may have the
advantage of whatever progress is made in reducing hazards to an
absolute minimum.

33. In the face of this evidence of good faith, and remem-
bering that tests are being continued in a special manhole
which is part of a system of one of the large electrical
companies, it would appear that more time for the study
of this problem should be given to the Technical Com-
mittee before any attempt is made to legislate further.

34. If proper methods are to be arrived at to provide
for proper building codes and other codes relative to the
preservation of life and the prevention of fire in the local
communities, further time for study must be granted.
During the six years of the existence of this Commission
several matters have been referred to it, for the study of
which little time has been available, and no opportunity
has existed for us to make any positive recommendations
inrespect to them. Some of these matters are of consider-
able importance, and a reasonable solution might be forth-
coming if further opportunity for their study is given.
We therefore recommend that this Commission be fur-
ther revived and continued so that sound recommenda-
tions relative to the various matters that have been re-
ferred to it since the time of its creation may be offered
to the next session of the General Court. (See Appendix
L, page 46.)

Respectfully submitted

RALPH V. CLAMPII
Chairman.

FREDERICK E. PIERCE,
V ice- Chairman.

DANIEL F. SULLIVAN.
ALFRED B. KEITH.
GEORGE C. PARSONS.
CARL S. ELL.
ROY E. CONNOR.
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(For ref< paragraph 3 on p;

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act relative to the deposit of plans and speci-

fications WITH A SUPERVISOR OF PLANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 143 is hereby further amended by striking
2 out section 15 and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-3 ing section:
4 Section 15. No building which is designed to be
5 used, or in which alteration shall be made for the pur-
-6 pose of using it, or continuing its use, in whole or in
7 part, as a public b.uilding, or as a factory, workshop or
8 mercantile or other establishment, and to have accorn-
-9 modations for ten or more employees, or as a hospital,

10 sanatorium, convalescent or nursing home, grandstand,
11 stadium, bleacher or arena, and no building more than
12 two stories in height designed to be used above the
13 second story, or in which alteration shall be made for
14 the purpose of using it, or continuing its use, in whole

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.
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15 or inpart, as an office building, dormitory, hotel, family
16 hotel, apartment house, boarding house, lodging house
17 or tenement house, and to have eight or more rooms
18 above said story, shall be erected, and no alteration
19 shall be made therein, until a copy of the plans and
20 specifications thereof has been deposited with a super-
-21 visor of plans by the person causing its erection or al-
-22 teration or by the architect thereof. Such plans and
23 specifications shall include those for heating, ventila-
-24 tion and sanitation, if a supervisor of plans so requires.
25 Such building shall not be so erected or altered without
26 sufficient egresses and other means of escape from fire,
27 properly located and constructed. A supervisor of
28 plans may require that stairways shall be enclosed,
29 that they shall have suitable landings, that they shall
30 be provided with hand rails, that egress doors and win-
-31 dows shall open outward and have approved hardware,
32 that places of egress shall be properly lighted and des-
-33 ignated, and that proper fire stops shall be provided in
34 the floors, walls, partitions and stairways of such build-
-35 ing. He may make such further requirements as may
36 be necessary to prevent the spread of fire or its com-
-37 munication from any steam boiler or heating apparatus
38 therein. The certificate of approval by a supervisor of
39 plans of such plans and specifications, endorsed with
40 the approval of the chief of inspections of the depart-
-41 ment, or a specification of requirements necessary for
42 compliance with sections fifteen to sixty, inclusive, set
43 forth in detail and so endorsed, shall be issued to the
44 person causing its erection or alteration, or to the
45 architect thereof, and a copy of the same, together
46 with the plans, shall then be turned over to the in-
-47 spector in whose district the building is to be erected
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48 or altered, who shall enforce the requirements thereof
49 and supervise such erection or alteration. After a

certificate of approval or a specification of requirement60
51 has been issued, no change shall be made in the plans
52 or specification or in the building without the written
53 permission of a supervisor of plans.
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(For reference, see paragraph 4 on page 6.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act providing for filing with the inspector of

BUILDINGS, IN CERTAIN INSTANCES, AN AFFIDAVIT BY A

REGISTERED ENGINEER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 The second paragraph of section 3K of chapter 143
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
3 out, in line 9, the words “certified by” and inserting
4 in place thereof the words: accompanied by an
5 affidavit from, so that said section will read as
6 follows: Section 3K. In cases where the plans and
7 specifications accompanying an application fail to
8 comply with the provisions of ordinances, by-laws or
9 regulations, or any special law applicable to a particu-

-10 lar city or town and relative to such construction, re-
-11 construction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal,
12 use or occupancy, an inspector of buildings shall issue
13 a permit or certificate for such construction, recon-
-14 struction, alteration, repair, demolition, removal, use
15 or occupancy if said plans and specifications comply

Appendix B.
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16 with the alternatives set forth in the regulations re-
-17 ferred to in section three J.
18 In cases in which the plans and specifications ac-
-19 companying an application fail to comply with the
20 provisions referred to in the first paragraph of this sec-
-21 tion, and existing regulations setting forth alternatives,
22 as provided in section three J, do not apply, in whole
23 or in part, to those portions of such plans and speci-
-24 fications as fail to comply with said provisions, an
25 inspector of buildings shall issue a permit or a certifi-
-26 cate if the applicant submits a statement in writing,
27 accompanied by an affidavit from a registered en-
-28 gineer, that the portions of such plans and specifica-
-29 tions which fail so to comply and to which existing
30 regulations setting forth alternatives cannot be ap-
-31 plied, provide adequate performance for which their
32 use is intended, such adequate performance to be de-
-33 termined in conformity to accepted standards of en-
-34 gineering practice.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act relative to the care, operation and main-
tenance OF REVOLVING DOORS IN CERTAIN BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 143 is hereby further amended by striking
2 out section 21C, as most recently amended by sec-
-3 tion 1 of chapter 439 of the acts of 1948, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 21C. Revolving doors may be used in build-
-6 ings subject to the provisions of sections fifteen,
7 twenty-one or twenty-eight, and, except as provided
8 in section twenty-one B, not as an exit or means of
9 egress from a place of assembly; but the owner, lessee

10 or mortgagee in possession of any such building in
11 which a revolving door is under his control shall be
12 responsible for its care, operation and maintenance
13 after such door is placed in operation, and said owner,
14 lessee or mortgagee in possession shall maintain all
15 parts of such installation in proper working order.

CJ)e Commontoealtt) of apassadbusetts
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(For reference, see paragraphs 6 to 12, inclusive, on pages 7 to 9, inclusive.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act transferring the state examiners op elec-

tricians TO the department op public safety, but

NOT SUBJECT TO ITS CONTROL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 22 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 14, inserted
3 by section 1 of chapter 710 of the acts of 1945, the
4 following section: —-

5 Section 15. The state examiners of electricians,
6 hereinafter called the board, shall consist of the state
7 fire marshal, ex officio, and six persons to be appointed
8 for terms of six years each by the governor, with the
9 advice and consent of the council. One of said ap-

-10 pointees shall be a master electrician holding a ‘ ‘ Cer-
-11 tificate A” license issued under chapter one hundred
12 and forty-one, a citizen of the commonwealth, and shall
13 have had at least ten years’ experience as an employ-
-14 ing master electrician; one shall be a journeyman
15 electrician holding a “Certificate B” license issued
16 under said chapter, shall be a wage earner, a citizen of

Appendix D.
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17 the commonwealth, and shall have had at least ten
18 years’ practical experience in the installation of wires
19 and appliances for carrying electricity for light, heat
20 or power purposes; one shall be a representative of an
21 operating public utility company which is selling
22 electricity within the commonwealth and is under the
23 supervision of the department of public utilities; one
24 shall be an electrical engineer, who shall, at the time
25 of his appointment, be a member of a nationally rec-
-26 ognized organization of electrical engineers; one shall
27 be an inspector of wires, as defined in section thirty-
-28 two of chapter one hundred and sixty-six; and one
29 shall be a representative of owners of buildings subject
30 to the provisions of chapter one hundred and forty-
-31 three or a representative of a real estate management
32 organization having supervision of buildings subject
33 to said chapter. The state fire marshal shall be chair-
-34 man. The board shall appoint an executive secretary
35 who shall have been a wage earner, and shall be a
36 citizen of the commonwealth and a practical electrician
37 of at least ten years’ experience in such installation
38 at the time of his appointment. The state fire marshal
39 shall receive no compensation for his services under
40 chapter one hundred and forty-one, but the appointive
41 members shall each receive for their services there-
-42 under a salary of dollars. The board
43 may expend for the salaries of the appointive members
44 and of the secretary and other employees and for
45 necessary traveling and other expenses for themselves
46 and their employees such sums as are appropriated
47 therefor. The state fire marshal shall have power to
48 designate from time to time an inspector in said de-
-49 partment to act temporarily in his stead as a member
50 of such board, with the same powers and duties as
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51 other members of the board. Such clerical, technical
52 and other assistance as may be required by the board
53 shall be assigned to it by the commissioner.

1 Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sec-
-2 tion one of this act, the master electrician and the
3 journeyman electrician of the state examiners of elec-
-4 tricians in office immediately prior to the effective
5 date of this act, shall continue to hold their respective
6 offices until the end of their respective terms and they
7 may be reappointed to the board.

1 Section 3. The tenure, powers, duties and civil
2 service rights of the executive secretary of the state
3 examiners of electricians in office upon the effective
4 date of this act shall not be affected thereby, and he
5 shall continue to serve therein under chapter thirty-
-6 one of the General Laws.

1 Section 4. Each of the permanent employees of
2 the state examiners of electricians employed immedi-
-3 ately prior to the effective date of this act shall con-
-4 tinue to serve in such position, without impairment of
5 any retirement or other rights to which he may be
6 entitled, and shall continue to hold the equivalent
7 office or position then held by him, and his tenure of
8 office shall be unlimited, subject, however, to chapter
9 thirty-one of the General Laws and the rules and

10 regulations made thereunder.

1 Section 5. The state examiners of electricians ex-
-2 isting on the effective date of this act is hereby abol-
-3 ished and all books and papers of said board shall,
4 upon said date, be turned over to the board of exam-
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5 iners of electricians created by this act. All unex-
-6 pended balances of moneys heretofore appropriated for
7 said former board shall be immediately available for
8 expenditure by the board created by this act. The
9 powers and duties of the state examiners of electricians

10 abolished by this act shall hereafter be exercised and
11 performed by the state examiners of electricians cre-
-12 ated by this act.

1 Section 6. Section thirty-two of chapter thirteen
2 of the General Laws is hereby repealed.

1 Section 7. This act shall take effect on July first,
2 nineteen hundred and fifty.
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(For reference, see paragr; pages 7 tc

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine

An Act authorizing the state examiners of elec-

tricians TO MAKE REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE

INSTALLATION, REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF ELEC-

TRICAL WIRING AND ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES USED FOR

LIGHT, HEAT AND POWER PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 143 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after section 3K, in-
-3 serted by section 1 of chapter 631 of the acts of 1947,
4 the following section:
5 Section 3L. The state examiners of electricians
6 shall make rules and regulations relating to the in-
-7 stallation, repair and maintenance of electrical wiring
8 and electrical appliances used for light, heat and power
9 purposes in buildings, subject to the provisions of

10 sections three to sixty, inclusive. Such regulations
11 shall be in accordance with generally accepted stand-
-12 ards of electrical engineering practice, shah be de-
-13 signed to provide the minimum requirements of safety
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14 in relation to life, fire and explosion, and shall be ap-
-15 plicable throughout the commonwealth.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on July first,
2 nineteen hundred and fifty.
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(For reference, see paragraph 13 on page

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act relative to the appointment of inspectors

OF WIRES IN CITIES, TOWNS AND DISTRICTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 166 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 32, as appearing in the Ter-
-3 centenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:
5 Section 32. A city shall, by ordinance, designate
6 or provide for the appointment of an inspector of wires,
7 and a town shall provide by vote or by by-law for the
8 appointment by its selectmen of such an inspector,
9 or two or more cities and towns may vote to form a

10 district, which district shall appoint such an inspector,
11 whose compensation shall be fixed by the district and
12 paid for by each city and town comprising such dis-
-13 trict as the city and town members thereof shall de-
-14 termine, and who shall have the same powers and
15 duties of an inspector of a city or town. Such inspector
16 shall supervise every wire over or under streets or

Appendix F.
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17 buildings in such city or town and every wire within a
18 building designed to carry an electric light, heat or
19 power current; shall notify the person owning or
20 operating any such wire whenever its attachments,
21 insulation, supports or appliances are improper or
22 unsafe, or whenever the tags or marks thereof are
23 insufficient or illegible; shall, at the expense of the city
24 or town, remove every wire the use of which has been
25 abandoned, and every wire not tagged or marked as
26 hereinbefore required, and shall see that all laws and
27 regulations relative to wires are strictly enforced. A
28 city, town or district may recover in contract from the
29 owner of any such wire so removed the expense which
30 it has incurred for the removal thereof.
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For referei paragraph 14 on page 9,

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fortv-Nine.

An Act making certain corrective changes in the

LAWS RELATING TO THE ERECTION, ALTERATION AND
INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 6of chapter 143 of the General
2 Laws, as amended by section 4 of chapter 363 of the
3 acts of 1946, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out, in lines 13 and 14, the words “agent or any person
5 having an interest therein” and inserting in place
6 thereof the words: lessee or mortgagee in possession,
7 —so as'to read as follows: Section 6. In a city
8 or town wherein there is in force a building code, so
9 called, established under authority of section three or

10 corresponding provisions of earlier law or established
11 by or under authority of any other provision of law
12 the superintendent of public buildings or such other
13 person as the mayor of such city or the selectmen of
14 such town may designate shall be inspector of build-
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15 ings, and immediately upon being informed by report
16 or otherwise that a building or other structure or any-
-17 thing attached to or connected therewith in that city
18 or town is dangerous to life or limb, shall inspect the
19 same; and if it appears to him to be dangerous he
20 shall forthwith in writing notify the owner, lessee or
21 mortgagee in possession to remove it or make it safe.
22 If it appears that such structure would be specially
23 unsafe in case of fire, it shall be deemed dangerous
24 within the meaning hereof, and the inspector of build-
-25 ings may affix in a conspicuous place upon its exterior
26 walls a notice of its dangerous condition, which shall
27 not be removed or defaced without authority from him.

1 Section 2. Section Bof said chapter 143, as
2 amended by section 1 of chapter 697 of the acts of
3 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 1, the words “agent or person interested in” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: lessee or mort-
-6 gagee in possession of”, and by striking out, in
7 lines 17 and 18, the words “agent or interested person”
8 and inserting in place thereof the words: Lessee or
9 mortgagee in possession, so as to read as follows:

10 Section 8. If an owner, lessee or mortgagee in
11 possession of such unsafe structure refuses or neglects
12 to comply with the requirements of such notice within
13 the time limited, and such structure is not made safe
14 or taken down as therein ordered, a careful survey of
15 the premises shall be made by a board consisting in a
16 city of the city engineer, the head of the fire depart-
-17 ment, as such term is defined in section one of chapter
18 one hundred and forty-eight, and one disinterested
19 person to be appointed by the inspector of buildings,
20 and in a town of a surveyor, the head of the fire de-
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21 partment and one disinterested person to be appointed
22 by the inspector of buildings. If there is no city
23 engineer in such city or no head of the fire department
24 in such city or town, the mayor or selectmen shall
25 designate one or more officers or other suitable persons
26 in place of the officers so named as members of said
27 board. A written report of such survey shall be made,
28 and a copy thereof served on such owner, lessee or
29 mortgagee in possession.

1 Section 3. Section 9 of said chapter 143, as
2 amended by section 2 of said chapter 697 of the acts
3 of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out,
4 in line 3, the words “agent or person interested” and
5 inserting in place thereof the words: lessee or
6 mortgagee in possession, and by striking out, in
7 lines 17 and 18, the words “or interested person” and
8 inserting in place thereof the words: —, lessee or
9 mortgagee in possession, so as to read as follows;

10 Section 9. If such report declares such structure to
11 be dangerous, and if the owner, lessee or mortgagee
12 in possession continues such refusal or neglect, the
13 inspector of buildings shall cause it to be made safe or
14 taken down, and, if the public safety so requires, said
15 inspector may at once enter the structure, the land on
16 which it stands or the abutting land or buildings, with
17 such assistance as he may require, and secure or re-

-18 move the same, and may remove and evict, under the
19 pertinent provisions of chapter two hundred and
20 thirty-nine or otherwise, any tenant or occupant
21 thereof, and may erect such protection for the public
22 by proper fence or otherwise as may be necessary, and
23 for this purpose may close a public highway. The costs
24 and charges incurred shall constitute a lien upon the
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25 land upon which the building is located, and shall be
26 enforced within the time and in the manner provided
27 for the collection of taxes on land; and such owner,
28 lessee or mortgagee in possession shall, for every day’s
29 continuance of such refusal or neglect after being so
30 notified, forfeit to the city or town in which the struc-
-31 ture is located not less than ten nor more than fifty
32 dollars. During the time such order is in effect it shall
33 be unlawful to use or occupy such structure or any
34 portion thereof for any purpose.

1 Section 4. Section 10 of said chapter 143, as
2 amended by section 3 of said chapter 697 of the acts
3 of 1945, is hereby further amended by striking out, in
4 line 1, the words “or interested person” and inserting
5 in place thereof the words; , lessee or mortgagee in
6 possession, so as to read as follows:-— Section 10.
7 An owner, lessee or mortgagee in possession aggrieved
8 by such order may have the remedy prescribed by
9 section two of chapter one hundred and thirty-nine;

10 provided, that no provision of said section two shall
11 be construed so as to hinder, delay or prevent the
12 inspector acting and proceeding under section nine;
13 and provided, further, that this section shall not pre-
-14 vent the city or town from recovering the forfeiture
15 provided in said section nine from the date of the
16 service of the original notice, unless the order is
17 annulled by the jury.

1 Section 5. Section 11 of said chapter 143, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 1, the words “or
4 interested person” and inserting in place thereof the
5 words: , lessee or mortgagee in possession, so as
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6 to read as follows: Section 11. If an owner, lessee,
7 or mortgagee in possession lives out of the common-
-8 wealth, the notice required by section six may be
9 served upon him by a notary public, whose certificate

10 of service under his notarial seal shall be sufficient
11 evidence thereof.

1 Section 6. Section 53 of said chapter 143, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “owner”, in
4 line 1, the words: , mortgagee in possession, and
5 by striking out, in line 3, the word “fifteen” and
6 inserting in place thereof the word: three, —so

7 as to read as follows: Section 53. Whoever, being
8 the owner, mortgagee in possession, lessee or occupant
9 of any building or part of a building described in sec-

-10 tion twenty-one, violates any provision of sections
11 three to fifty-two, inclusive, for which no other penalty
12 is specifically prescribed, shall be punished by a fine
13 of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred
14 dollars.

1 Section 7. Section 55 of said chapter 143, as
2 appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after the word “inspector”, in
4 line 2, the words: or an inspector of buildings, both
5 as defined in section one, so as to read as follows: —-

6 Section 55. Any person aggrieved by an order, re-
-7 quirement or direction of an inspector or an inspector
8 of buildings, both as defined in section one, under any
9 of the preceding sections may, within thirty days after

10 the service thereof, appeal to a judge of the superior
11 court for the county where the building to which such
12 order, requirement or direction relates is situated for
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13 an order forbidding its enforcement; and after such
14 notice as said court shall direct to all parties interested,
15 a hearing may be had before the court at an early and
16 convenient time and place fixed by it; or the court
17 may appoint three disinterested persons, skilled in the
18 subject matter of the controversy, to examine the
19 matter and hear the parties; and the decision of said
20 court, or the written decision under oath of a majority
21 of said experts, filed in the office of the clerk of courts
22 in said county within ten days after such hearing, may
23 alter, annul or affirm such order, requirement or direc-
-24 tion. Such decision or a certified copy thereof shall
25 have the same authority, force and effect as the original
26 order, requirement or direction of the inspector. If
27 such decision annuls or alters the order, requirement
28 or direction of the inspector, the court shall order the
29 inspector not to enforce his order, requirement or
30 direction, and in every case the certificate required by
31 law shall thereupon be issued by said court or by said
32 experts.
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(For reference, see paragraph 15 on page 9.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act prohibiting or regulating smoking in thea-

ters AND CERTAIN OTHER PLACES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 28 of chapter 148 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out paragraph I, as
3 appearing in section 12 of chapter 710 of the acts of
4 1945, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 paragraph:
6 I. Prohibiting or regulating smoking in theaters,
7 public halls, special halls, factories, workshops, mer-
-8 cantile establishments, docks, wharves and ware-
-9 houses.
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(For reference, see paragraph 16 on page 10.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act advancing the effective date op certain

PROVISIONS OF LAW RELATING TO THE SAFETY OF

PERSONS IN BUILDINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 582 of the acts of 1948 is hereby amended
2 by striking out section 3 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 3. This act shall take effect on July first,
5 nineteen hundred and fifty-two.

Appendix I.

Cbe Commontoealtb of



1949.] SENATE No. 730. 43

(For reference, see paragraph 17 on page 10.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act providing for the promulgation and en-
forcement OF REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO MEANS OF

EGRESS AND FIRE PROTECTION IN THE STATE HOUSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 143 of the General Laws is hereby amended
2 by inserting after section 2A, inserted by section 1
3 of chapter 582 of the acts of 1948, the following
4 section:
5 Section 28. The commissioner shall promulgate
6 and from time to time may amend and transmit to
7 the commission on administration and finance and to
8 the state superintendent of buildings such regulations
9 as he may deem necessary to provide proper means

10 of egress from and fire protection and prevention in
11 the state house. Said commission and said superin-
-12 tendent shall enforce said regulations.
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(For reference, see paragraphs 18 to 21, inclusive, on pages 11 to 15, inclusive.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

An Act relative to the manner in which certain

REGULATIONS PROMULGATED BY THE BOARD OF STAND-

CTIVE IN CITIES AND TOWNS.ARDS SHALL BECOME EFFE

and House of Representatives
and by the authority of the

Be it enacted by the Senate
in General Court assembled,
same, as follows:

143 of the Genera! Laws is1 Section 31 of chapter
2 hereby amended by striking out the last sentence, as
3 appearing in section 1 of chapter 631 of the acts of
4 1947, and inserting in place thereof the following:
5 Said board shall thereupon file a certified copy of
6 such regulations with the state secretary and another
7 certified copy thereof with the city or town clerk,
8 whereupon said regulations shall become effective in
9 such city or town. Thereafter, said city or town may

10 from time to time alter, amend or repeal such regula-
-11 tions; provided, that no such alteration, amendment
12 or repeal shall become effective unless and until it
13 has been approved in writing by the board of stand-
-14 ards and certified copies of such alteration, amend-
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15 ment or repeal and of the approval thereof of said
16 board have been filed both with the state secretary
17 and with the city or town clerk.
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(For reference, see paragraphs 22 to 34, inclusive, on pages 15 to 20, inclusive.)

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Forty-Nine.

Resolve reviving and further continuing the

SPECIAL COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE LAWS PERTAIN-
ING TO THE SAFETY OF PERSONS IN BUILDINGS.

1 Resolved, That the unpaid special commission es-
-2 tablished by chapter sixty-seven of the resolves of
3 nineteen hundred and forty-three and revived and
4 continued by certain resolves thereafter, including
5 chapter sixty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and
6 forty-eight, is hereby revived and continued for the
7 purpose of continuing its investigation and study of
8 the subject matter of safety in buildings, including
9 single and two-family dwellings, and all subject mat-

-10 ters which have been referred to said commission from
11 the time of its creation. Said commission shall include
12 in its report the results of said investigations and
13 studies and its recommendations, if any, together with
14 drafts of legislation to carry the same into effect. Said
15 commission shall be provided with quarters in the
16 state house or elsewhere, may hold hearings, may re-
-17 quire by summons the attendance and testimony of
18 witnesses and the production of books and papers;
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19 may travel within and without the commonwealth;
20 and may expend for necessary assistance and expenses
21 such sums as may be appropriated therefor. The com-
-22 mission shall report to the general court the results of
23 its investigations and its recommendations, if any,
24 together with drafts of legislation necessary to carry
25 itsrecommendations into effect, by filing with the clerk
26 of the senate during the current year such partial or
27 interim reports as it deems advisable and by filing a
28 final report with said clerk not later than the first day
29 of February, nineteen hundred and fifty.




