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GOVERNOR BAKER ANNOUNCES NEW CHAIR UMASS BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES 
 
 
BOSTON – January 26, 2015 -- Governor Charlie Baker today named Victor Woolridge 
as the new Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the University of Massachusetts. 
Woolridge will succeed current Chairman Henry Thomas III, who has submitted his 
resignation as Chairman.  Thomas will continue to serve on the UMass board. 
 
"Victor brings strong business and financial experience to this important job, along with 
a deep-seated commitment to the success of UMass and a personal understanding of 
its potential to transform lives,” said Governor Baker. "He brings a clear strategic vision 
for leveraging the entire UMass system to fulfill its promise for academic excellence, 
affordability and economic impact.” 
 
Woolridge, who is Vice President of Cornerstone Real Estate Advisers, has chaired the 
UMass Board’s Committee on Administration and Finance since 2011. Prior to joining 
Cornerstone Real Estate Advisers, Woolridge was the Managing Director for Babson 
Capital Management for ten years. Woolridge is also a graduate of the University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Legal Studies.  Appointments 
to the UMass Board are for a five year term. Woolridge’s current term expires in 2019. 
 
“I want to first thank Henry for his steady leadership of the Board and his dedication to 
UMass and the students it serves,” said Secretary of Education Jim Peyser. “I look 
forward to working with him, Victor and the rest of the UMass Board in the months and 
years ahead.” 
 
Henry Thomas was first appointed the UMass Board of Trustees by Governor Deval 
Patrick in 2007 and then appointed Board Chair in June, 2012.  
 
“As I once received the gavel from an able and supportive Chairman, it is now my time 
to pass the gavel along, and I look forward to working with my successor,” said Thomas. 
“Though stepping down as Chairman, I will continue to work as an enthusiastic Trustee 
to enable and advance UMass to continue to be a world-class institution that effectively 
serves all 73,000 of its students and the Commonwealth at large.” 
 
As the Chairman of the UMass Board of Trustees one of the first responsibilities for Mr. 
Woolridge will be to form a search committee to begin the process of finding a new 



University of Massachusetts President. Current UMass President Robert Caret 
announced in December 2014 that he will resign in June to become the next chancellor 
of the University of Maryland system.  
 
 
 
 
About the UMass Board of Trustees: 

The University of Massachusetts is governed by a 22-member Board of Trustees that 
represents various interests of the public at large on a non-partisan basis. Seventeen 
members of the board are appointed by the Governor and five members are UMass 
students elected by the student body on each of the five campuses. 

The Board of Trustees functions as a legislative body dealing mainly with general 
policies governing the University. The Board is not an administrative or management 
board.  The Massachusetts General Laws allows it to act as an appeals body in certain 
rare instances. 

For more information on how the Board is composed and its responsibilities, see 
Chapter 75: University of Massachusetts of the Massachusetts Legislature's General 
Laws. 
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