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TO:  Community Providers and EI Referral Sources 

 

FROM:  Ron Benham, Acting Director, Bureau of Family Health & Nutrition 

     Patti Fougere, Assistant Director, Early Childhood Programs 

   

DATE:   December 4, 2008 

 

RE:       Important Changes in EI Eligibility 

****************************************************************************** 

Early Intervention in Massachusetts is a statewide, integrated, developmental service available to 

families of eligible children between birth and three years of age.  EI provides family-centered 

services that facilitate the developmental progress of eligible children, and helps children acquire 

the skills they will need to continue to grow into happy and healthy members of the community.   

Services are determined collaboratively with families as integral members of the team based on 

the individual needs of the child and family.    

 

In light of the state’s current fiscal situation, the Massachusetts Department of Public Health 

(MDPH) must implement changes to Early Intervention Program Eligibility.  

 

All children under the age of three are entitled to an evaluation/assessment to determine 

eligibility for early intervention.  Children with one or more of the following will continue to be 

eligible for early intervention: 

 a diagnosed medical condition with a known associated probability for developmental 

delay as noted on the Massachusetts Early Intervention Diagnosed Conditions List  

(“established condition”) 

 Delay in one or more developmental areas (“established delay”) 

 At risk conditions for developmental delays or disorders based on child and family 

characteristics (“at-risk”) 

 

Effective January 1, 2009 a child will need to exhibit a 30% level of delay or score 1.5 standard 

deviations below the norm in one or more areas of development, including cognition, gross or 

fine motor, communication, social/emotional, or adaptive development to be eligible based on 

“established delay”.  Eligibility for Early Intervention is determined through an evaluation by a 

multidisciplinary team exercising sound clinical judgment and using a developmental evaluation 
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tool approved by the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.  Instruments approved by the 

Department of Public Health for establishing eligibility are:  the Early Intervention 

Developmental Profile (Michigan) or the Battelle Developmental Inventory – 2 (BDI-2) 

 

All children referred and evaluated for Early Intervention as of January 1, 2009 will need to meet 

the 30% level of delay or score 1.5 standard deviations criteria with the exception of those 

children meeting the “established” or “at-risk” conditions.  Children who are currently enrolled 

in EI will continue to be eligible until their next eligibility evaluation, at which time they would 

need to exhibit a delay of 30% or score 1.5 standard deviations below the norm.  

 

 

Please feel free to contact your local early intervention provider or Patti Fougere at the DPH at 

617-624-5975 if you if you have any questions.   

 

 

 

 

 


