
SENATE 307

To accompany the petition of Richard H. Lee for legislation to per-
mit the Metropolitan District Commission to discharge water into
the Charles River under certain circumstances. Metropolitan Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act to permit the metropolitan district commis-
sion TO DISCHARGE WATER INTO THE CHARLES RIVER
UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The metropolitan district commission
2 is authorized to discharge water from Lake Cochituate
3 into the Charles river in the vicinity of Newton Upper
4 Falls or at any point above said falls by the use of any
5 aqueducts under the control of said commission as
6 hereinafter provided.

1 Section 2. Water discharged into the Charles
2 river under this act shall not be permitted to sub-
-3 stantially lower the normal elevation of water in said
4 Lake Cochituate, but surplus water from the Sud-
-5 bury reservoir or from any other part of the metro-
-6 politan water district may be used to maintain said
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7 normal elevation, or to be substituted for said Co-
-8 chituate water for discharge into the Charles river as
9 above provided at the discretion of the commission.

1 Section 3. If in the opinion of the commission
2 such discharge into the Charles river can be made in
3 accordance with section two, upon request of the de-
-4 partment of health, water shall be discharged in such
5 quantities (not exceeding fifteen million gallons on
6 any calendar day) and at such times as may be rec-
-7 ommended by said department as reasonably adapted
8 to maintain a steady flow in said river; provided,
9 however, that municipalities chargeable with twenty

10 per cent or more of the expense hereunder do not
11 object.

1 Section 4. The water discharged into the Charles
2 river in accordance with this act shall be paid for at
3 the rate of five dollars per million gallons, appor-
-4 tioned semiannually, among the cities and towns bor-
-5 dering on the Charles river at or below the point of
6 discharge, as follows:
7 Newton, thirty-five per cent.
8 Waltham, twenty-five per cent.
9 Watertown, Cambridge and Boston, ten per cent

10 each.
11 Wellesley and Weston, five per cent each


