
SENATE 378

To accompany the petition of Michael A. Flanagan that provision
be made for a study by a special commission of members of the Gen-
eral Court of the rights and powers of water, power and other compa-
nies in rivers, streams and other inland waters of the Commonwealth,
for the purpose of determining why such waterways cannot be devel-
oped for hydro-electric purposes. Power and Light.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

Resolve providing for investigation and study by

A SPECIAL COMMISSION OF THE RIGHTS AND POWERS OF

WATER, POWER AND OTHER COMPANIES IN RIVERS,

STREAMS AND OTHER INLAND WATERS OF THE COM-

MONWEALTH, FOR THE PURPOSE OF DETERMINING WHY

SUCH WATERWAYS CANNOT BE DEVELOPED FOR HYDRO-

ELECTRIC PURPOSES

1 Resolved, That a special unpaid commission to con-
-2 sist of two members of the senate to be designated by
3 the president thereof and three members of the house
4 of representatives to be designated by the speaker
5 thereof, hereinafter called the commission, is hereby
6 established for the purpose of investigating and study-
-7 ing the charters and franchises of power companies,
8 water companies and other companies, which may
9 have acquired rights or powers in or over the rivers,
10 streams or inland waters of the commonwealth, to de-
ll termine whether such companies are exceeding the
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12 rights or powers granted to them, whether any com-
-13 panies are monopolizing such streams, rivers or inland
14 waters so as to prevent the proper utilization thereof
15 for the development of hydro-electric power, and to
16 determine the reasons and causes for our waterways
17 having become stagnated in so far as the use of such
18 ways in the development of hydro-electric power is
19 concerned. Said commission may expend for legal
20 and engineering services and for clerical and other
21 assistance and expenses such sum, not exceeding
22 twenty-five thousand dollars, as may be hereafter
23 appropriated. Said commission shall be provided with
24 quarters in the state house or elsewhere, may hold
25 hearings, may require by summons the assistance and
20 testimony of witnesses and the production of books
27 and papers, may administer oaths, and may travel
28 within and without the commonwealth in the per-
-29 formance of its duties. The commission shall report
30 to the general court the result of its investigation and
31 study, and its recommendations, together with drafts
32 of legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
33 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the sen-
-34 ate on or before the first Wednesday of December,
35 nineteen hundred and fifty.


