
SENATE .... No. 419
To accompany the petition of John E. Powers for legislation relative

to the tenure of office of assistant clerks of the Superior Court for
Criminal Business in Suffolk County. Public Service.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

\n Act relative to the tenure of office of assistant
CLERKS OF THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR CRIMINAL BUSI-

NESS IN SUFFOLK COUNTY

Be it enacted by the Senate and. House of Representatives
n General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
tame, as follows
1 Section sof chapter 221 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 379 of the acts of
3 1949, is hereby further amended by striking out the
4 fifth paragraph and inserting in place thereof the
5 following:
6 Suffolk, by the clerk of the superior court for crimi-
-7 nal business, assistant clerks who shall hold office
8 during good behavior, subject to applicable retirement
9 laws, and who may be removed by the clerk for cause;

10 such removal, however, shall, on petition of an assist-
-11 ant clerk so removed, be subject to a review by the
12 justice of the district court within the territorial
13 jurisdiction of which such assistant clerk lives; such
14 petition shall be filed by such assistant clerk in said

C&c Commontoealt!) of 00assac&u0etts



No. 419.2 [Jan. 1950.SENATE -

15 district court within thirty days from the date of his
16 removal by the clerk; after such notice as the court
17 deems necessary, it shall review such action of the
18 clerk and determine, after a hearing, whether such
19 action was justified; if the court finds that such action
20 was justified such removal shall be affirmed, otherwise
21 it shall be reversed and of no effect; if the court finds
22 that such removal was unjustified such assistant clerk
23 shall be reinstated to his former position without loss
24 of compensation. The decision of the court shall be
25 final; and by the clerk of the supreme judicial court for
26 said county a second assistant clerk, designated from
27 his office force, and said second assistant clerk ap-
-28 pointed under the authority of this paragraph who
29 shall hold such office during good behavior, but sub-
-30 ject to applicable retirement laws, and may be removed
31 by the clerk for cause shown, subject to a review by a
32 petition in the district court within the territorial
33 jurisdiction in which he resides praying that such
34 action of the clerk and his decision be reviewed by the
35 court. After such notice as the court deems necessary,
36 it shall review such action and decision, hear any and
37 all evidence and determine whether such action was
38 justified. If the court finds that such action was
39 justified, the decision of the clerk shall be affirmed;
40 otherwise, it shall be reversed and of no effect. If the
41 court finds that he was unjustifiably retired, removed
42 or discharged from his office or position, he shall be
43 reinstated thereto without loss of compensation. The
44 decision of the court shall be final.


