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Department of Conservation,
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, November 7, 1951

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatu

In accordance with the provisions of section 33, chapter
30 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter 67 of the Acts of 1948, the recommendations of
the Commissioner of Conservation for the year 1951 are
herewith submitted, together with draft of bill embodying
the legislation recommended. The bill has been submitted
to the Counsel for the House of Representatives, as requir-
ed bv law.

Respectfully submitted

ARTHUR T. LYMAN,

Cfie Commontocalt!) of 00as;sac{)u$ett0

Commissioner of Conservation
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1. Disposal from Slash from Lumbering Opera-
tions.

The present iaw requires the removal of slash to a
point 40 feet from any highway, railroad location, or the
woodland of another. Serious fire hazards may be created
by piling slash in one or more locations following cutting
operations. Such a method of slash disposal prevents
its normal decay and continues the hazard over an un-
reasonably long period of time. It is therefore recom-
mended that the law be amended to require the cutting
and scattering of slash, so as to hasten its normal decay
and to minimize the forest fire danger.

Forest Cutting Practices.9!

In 1943 this pioneer law was enacted to control cutting
on private lands, and its operation has proven highly
successful and satisfactory. An amendment is recom-
mended at this time to clarify some of the provisions
of this act, and also to secure better co-operation from
those engaged in timber-cutting practices.

3. Revenue from the Sale of Nursery Stock.
The income from the sale of nursery stock does not

nearly approximate the cost of operating the nurseries.
This is due partially to the fact that the present law
requires the giving of nursery stock free of charge to
state institutions and to certain of the towns which main-
tain town forests. A sound business arrangement would
indicate that all nursery stock should be paid for at a
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price somewhere near the cost of production, in order that
the financial affairs of the Division can be further clari-
fied.

The present law requires the State Forester to supply
technical advice to landowners free of charge. It would
seem proper to make a reasonable charge for this service,
particularly in those cases where a landowner makes an
immediate financial gain through the sale of merchant-
able timber resulting from technical guidance furnished.

Recent legislation has placed the majority of the Con-
servation skilled helpers under civil service, but did not
include the Conservation skilled wr orkers wT ho do relatively
similar work. It would appear to be equitable to extend
civil service protection to all those in the two groups re-
ferred to.

4. Technical Forestry Advice to Landowners.

5. Placing Conservation Skilled Workers and

Conservation Skilled Helpers under Civil
Service Laws and Rules.




