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Department of Mental Health,
15 Ashburton Place, Boston 8, October 31, 1951.

To the Honorable Senate and the House of Representatives.

In accordance with the provisions of the General Laws,
chapter 30, section 33, as amended, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the Annual
Report of this Department (Pub. Doc. No. 117) is sub-
mitted, together with drafts of bills embodying the legis-
lation recommended.

The drafts of legislation have been submitted to the
Counsel of the Senate, as required by law.

Respectfully yours,

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

PETER B. HAGOPIAN, M.D.,
Assistant Commissioner, Massachusetts

Department of Mental Health.
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1. The Alteration in the Price now charged for
the Support of Inmates of State Hospitals.

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain important amendment to section
96, chapter 123 of the General Laws, in order that it may
be enabled to cope with the rise in the cost of living which
has risen out of the current post-war conditions. In the
administration of the Massachusetts Department of Men-
tal Health laws this Department cannot be unmindful of
the substantial revenue derived annually by the Com-
monwealth from the support of the inmates of state
hospitals.

In the past, the price for the support of inmates of
state hospitals has been periodically changed to meet the
then prevailing cost of living. The price for the support
of the inmates of state hospitals was $6 during the period
1920-1921, when the average per capita cost of all in-
stitutions was $7.34 (1920). The price for the support
of the inmates of state hospitals was $7 during the
period 1921-1925, when the average per capita cost of
all institutions was $7.04 (1925). The price for the sup-
port of the inmates of the state hospitals has been $lO
since 1925. Since then the average per capita cost of all
institutions has been as follows:

1930 $7 35
6 94

1940 7 95
1945 S 41
1948 13 11
1949 14 78
1950 18 61

These figures are given merely to indicate the constant
and progressive increase since 1925 in the average per

RECOMMENDATIONS.



HOUSE No. 75.1952]. 3

capita cost of all institutions of the Massachusetts De-
partment of Mental Health. There has been no legis-
lation since 1925 to change the price for the support of
inmates of state hospitals.

Section 96, chapter 123 of the General Laws, limits the
maximum price to $lO per week for the support of each
inmate of state hospitals, except the Boston Psycho-
pathic Hospital, and of insane inmates of the Tewksbury
State Hospital and Infirmary and of the Bridgewater
State Hospital, not under orders of a court.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
respectfully submits the following recommendation: To
provide that the price for the support of inmates of state
hospitals, except the Boston Psychopathic Hospital, and
of insane inmates of the Tewksbury State Hospital and
Infirmary and of the Bridgewater State Hospital, not
under orders of a court, be changed from $lO per week to
$2.50 per day of hospitalization for each person.

2. Repeal of Sections 48 and 49 or Chapter 123 of

the GeneralLaws relative to Hospital Cottages
for Children.

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends the repeal of sections 48 and 49, chapter 123
of the General Laws, in order to remove certain sections
of the statutes which are no longer applicable. In the
administration of the Massachusetts Department of
Mental Health laws this Department cannot be un-
mindful of reviewing and revising, from time to time, the
statutes relating to this Department.

The Hospital Cottages for Children in Baldwinsville
were incorporated in, approximately, 1887. Subse-
quently we subsidized that enterprise to a substantial
amount each year for the care of mentally deficient and
epileptic children chosen by the officials of the Cottages,
and who were in need of care in excess of those that we
could take in our institutions. We subsidized those
Cottages with $39,000 for the year 1946. At the end of
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June, 1946, we had 30 children at Baldwinsville. Gradu-
ally these children were absorbed into our state insti-
tutions, and our last patient was removed on April 15,
1947. The Cottages closed its doors on December 20,
1948, according to official notification received by this
Department.

It is understood that at the present time the facilities
of the Cottages are being used for the care of displaced
persons.

The Department has had no official relationship with
the Hospital Cottages for Children at Baldwinsville since
the removal of our last patient on April 15, 1947, and the
Department does not expect to re-establish its former
relationship with the Hospital Cottages for Children.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
respectfully recommends that sections 48 and 49 of chap-
ter 123 of the General Laws be repealed.

3. Alteration in the Fee now paid for the Ex-
amination of a Prisoner.

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain amendment to section 102, chap-
ter 123 of the General Laws, in order that it may be
enabled to bring uniformity in the fees now being paid for
the medical examinations which are made in the interest
of the people of the Commonwealth. In the administra-
tion of the Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
laws this Department cannot be unmindful of reviewing
and revising, from time to time, the statutes relative to
this Department.

According to section 73, chapter 123 of the General
Laws, the fee for each physician making an authorized
mental examination and for making a written report
thereon to the court, or for making a medical certificate,
shall be $7, and 20 cents for each mile traveled one way.

According to section 102, chapter 123 of the General
Laws, the fee for examination of insane prisoners, if the
physician is not a salaried officer of the Department, is
$5 for each examination and 20 cents for each mile



HOUSE —No. 75.1952]. 5

traveled one way, which shall be paid from the annual
appropriation of the institution in which the prisoner is
examined.

The type of examination required under these two sec-
tions is approximately the same in all respects. How-
ever, the rate of compensation is $7 in one case and $5 in
the other.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
respectfully submits the following recommendation: To
provide that the fee now paid for the examination of a
prisoner be changed from $5 for each examination to $7
for each examination.

Institutions.

In order to safeguard the best interests of the people
within Massachusetts, the Department of Mental Health
recommends a certain important amendment to section
127, chapter 127 of the General Laws, in order that it
may be enabled to better supervise and control the activi-
ties of people on the premises of the state mental institu-
tions under its jurisdiction.

Presently the police duty on these premises is being
done by watchmen and special attendants of the insti-
tution. These employees have no police powers except
in co-operation with the local or state police located near
the institutions.

Section 127, chapter 127 of the General Laws, limits the
appointment of special state police officers to the penal
institutions.

The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health
respectfully submits the following recommendation: To
provide that the Governor, upon the written recommenda-
tion of the Commissioner, may appoint any agent or em-
ployee of the Department of Mental Health or any em-
ployee of any mental institution a special state police
officer for a term of three years, unless sooner removed.
Officers so appointed may perform policy duty about the
premises of mental institutions.

4. Police Duty on the Premises of State Mental
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