
HOUSE No. 80

Department of Public Health,
State House, Boston, November 5, 1951.

To the General Court of Massachusetts.

In accordance with the provisions of Section 33 of
Chapter 30 of the General Laws, a copy of the recom-
mendations for legislation to be contained in the annual
report of this Department is submitted herewith, to-
gether with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. These drafts have been submitted to
the Counsel for the House, as required by law.

Very truly yours,

Cfte Commontoealtl) of epassacfmmts

VLADO A. GETTING,
Commissioner.
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1. An Act relative to the Public Health Council of the
Department of Public Health. The Public Health
Council is composed of outstanding professional men
who devote considerable time to conducting the affairs
of the Department. Since their duties ‘as members of
the Council interfere to a considerable degree with their
regular professional practice, the Department is recom-
mending that compensation for their services more nearly
approximate that paid for like services in other state
departments.

2. An Act authorizing the Department of Public Health
to erect a Building to house and maintain the Divisions and
Sections of Said Department except the Biologic Labora-
tories, Lawrence Experiment Station and the Field Units
of the Department. - The Department activities and
responsibilities have continued to increase, necessitating
additional office space. Since no additional space is
available in the State House, it has been necessary to
rent additional office space outside. With ten divisions
and sections quartered outside the State House in widely
scattered areas, it is exceedingly difficult to administer
the Department economically and to render efficient
service.

In addition to its routine responsibility, the Depart-
ment has been designated the sponsoring agency for the
Medical and Health Division of the Massachusetts
Civil Defense Agency. Because of this added responsi-
bility and further because the Department must continue
with its routine work even in the event of an emergency,
the Department should be housed outside of the down-
town Boston area and beyond the critical target area.
Therefore, in order to enable the Department to operate
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effectively and economically in normal times and carry
out its added responsibilities in the event of a serious
emergency, it is urgently recommended that the Depart-
ment be authorized to acquire by purchase or otherwise
a site, develop the plans for a Department building and
construct a suitable building to house the Department,
exclusive of the Biologic Laboratories, the Lawrence
Experiment Station and the Department field units.

3. An Act relative to the Examination of Certain Pupils.
■—School physicians and boards of health have asked
the Department to clear up the confusion which arises
from the wording of this section. Children exposed to
chicken pox, german measles and various other diseases
declared dangerous to the public health by the Depart-
ment, are not required by board of health regulations to
stay away from school. A strict interpretation of sec-
tion 55, however, requires that any such child obtain a
certificate from the board of health in order to be allowed
to attend school. Such a procedure is time-consuming
both for the family and for the board of health and pro-
ductive of no useful results. If the amendment requested
is passed, such certificates will no longer be necessary.

4. An Act relative to the Regulations of Certain Hospitals,
Sanatoria, Convalescent and Nursing Homes and Boarding
Homes for the Aged by the Department of Public Health.
The Hospital, Convalescent Home and Homes for the
Aged Licensing Law requires amendments in order to
first simplify for the applicants and for local boards of
health the procedures necessary in order to obtain a
license.

The proposed amendment will permit the State De-
partment of Public Health to suspend temporarily and
for cause the operation of an institution which is a danger
to the public health. Such suspension must be acted
upon at the next monthly meeting of the Public Health
Council. The authority to suspend may in most in-
stances be sufficient to bring about correction of defects
so as to make unnecessary the temporary closing of a
hospital, convalescent home or home for the aged, but
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should this be necessary as a last resort it may be used in
order to protect the health and lives of the patients or
inmates and employees of the institution.

Temporary licenses are permitted under this amend-
ment to make it possible for the Department to issue a
license to a hospital, convalescent home or home for the
aged which, while substantially meeting most of the
regulation, cannot for reasons beyond its control obtain
the necessary clearances from various administrative
agencies concerned in the inspectional procedures or be-
cause of inability to obtain material or equipment in
order to comply with the regulations. The Commissioner
is also authorized to issue a temporary license to a newly
established hospital, convalescent home or home for the
aged whenever such is ready to begin to operate during
the intervals between the monthly meetings of the Public
Health Council, thereby preventing possibly serious
losses of income to such hospitals, convalescent homes
or homes for the aged.


