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Department of Public Welfare,
600 Washington Street, Boston 11, November 7, 1951.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Represented'*

I am transmitting a copy of the Recommendations of
the Department of Public Welfare for legislation to be
contained in the Annual Report of the Department, to-
gether with drafts of bills embodying the legislation
recommended. These drafts have been submitted to the
Coimsel for the House, as required by law.

Very truly yours,

PATRICK A. TOMPKINS,
Comrnissio:

Ciie Commontoealti) of Q^assacjjusetts
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An Act relative to the Payment of Accounts against

the Commonwealth.

Under the present law there is some question of whether
the Department, once having paid a claim under this
chapter, can make an adjustment on a subsequent claim.
It is imperative that cities and towns be reimbursed as
soon as possible, since some of the moneys involved were
expended more than a year before the claim was filed.
However, it is physically impossible to complete a final
audit before these claims are paid. This amendment will
enable the Department to continue to pay the claims as
presented and still be able to reclaim any amounts neces-
sary after the final audit. It will bring the General Relief
law into conformity with the Old Age Assistance and Aid
to Dependent Children laws in this respect.

An Act relative to the Filing of Reports by Boards
or Public Welfare.

This bill is designed to repeal certain archaic sections
of chapter 117 of the General Laws and to revise section
33 of this chapter. The present laws provide for boards
of public welfare making annual returns to the Depart-
ment of Public Welfare relative to all poor persons aided,
but have become obsolete due to the fact that the De-
partment of Public Welfare secures adequate statistical
and financial data from all cities and towns on a monthly
basis relative to all programs of public assistance. The
proposed law will retain that portion of the present law
which requires that boards of public welfare report semi-
annually relative to minor children who are supported
at the expense of the town.

RECOMMENDATIONS.
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An Act relative to Aid to Dependent Children
SO CALLED.

Under the present law, needy children otherwise eligible
for Aid to Dependent Children are occasionally found in-
eligible because they do not reside in the home of one of
the relatives enumerated in the law as eligible to act as
“parent”. This bill is designed to broaden the definition
of “parent” to include all “parents” who are considered
eligible under the Federal Social Security Act to receive
Aid to Dependent Children on behalf of needy children
in their care.

An Act relative to Expenses incurred for Tonsil
and Adenoid Operations in Connection with the

Support of Poor Persons.
In recent years, the per diem rate for hospital care

outlined in section 18 of chapter 122 has been upwardly
revised on several occasions. However, the rate of re-
imbursement by the Commonwealth for tonsil and ade-
noid operations has remained at $l5 for many years.
This bill is designed to enable the Commonwealth to
reimburse boards of public welfare to an amount not
exceeding $25 in the case of a tonsil and adenoid oper-
ation on behalf of an unsettled needy person.




